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Art.1. An Humble Addrefs and Earneft Appeal to thofe refpe@able 
Perfonages in Great Britain and Ireland, who, by their great and 
permanent Intereft in Landed Property, their liberal Education, ele- 
wated Rank, and enlarged Views, are the ableft to judge, and the fitteft 
to decide, whether a Conne&ion with, or a Separation from the Con- 
tinental Colcnies of America, be moft for the national Advantage, and 
the lafting Benefit of thefe Kingdoms. By Jofiah Tucker, D. D. 
Dean of Gloucefter. S8vo. 1s. 6d, Cadell, 1775. 


¢ REAT Britain and her Colonies (fays the Author) are 
J now at open war. THis Is THE FACT. Butif it fhould 
be afked, How thefe things came to pafs? From what caufes 
did they fpring ? Which are the real, and which are the ap- 
arent motives in this controverfy ? Moreover, who were ori- 
ginally and principally to blame ? And what methods ought to 
have been taken at firft, in order to have prevented matters 
from coming to their prefent height ?—The Author havin 
already given his fentiments on each of thefe heads in his 3d, 
4th, and sth preceding tracts, and alfo in his letter to Mr, 
BurKE, will not here repeat the fame things. —The grand ob- 
ject now before him is fimply this; Great Britain and her Cols 
mies are at chen war: and the proper and important queftion 
arifing from fuch a fact is the following, /Vhat is to be done at 
the prefent crifis ? 

‘ Three fchemes have been propofed ;—the Parliamentary,— 
Mr. Burke’s,—and my own. 

‘ The Parliamentary fcheme is;—To maintain wi et armis 
the fupremacy of the mother-country over her Colonies, in as 
full and ample a manner, as over any part of the Britifh do- 
minions. 

‘Mr. Burke’s is, [though not in exprefs word:] To refign 
or relinguifh the power of the Britifh parliament over the 
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Colonies, and to erect each provincial afflembly into an inde- 
pendent American parliament ;—fubje&t neverthelefs to the 
King of Great Britain, with his ufual prerogatives :—for 
which favour of acknowledging the fame fovereign, the Colo- 
nifts are to be complimented with the moft precious rights, 
privileges, and advantages of Britifh fubje&ts :—I fay, compli- 
mented, and complimented even gratuitoufly:—for as to their 
contributing any proportion, either of men or money, towards 
the public expence, and in return for thofe favours :—all this 
is to be entirely left to their own innate goodnefs and gene- 
rofity, to do juft as they pleafe. 

¢ My fcheme {which Mr. Burke, in his laft fpeech of 
March 22, 1775, is pleafed to term a childifb one] is,—To 
feparate totally from the Colonies, and to rejeé&t them from be- 
ing fellow-members, and joint partakers with us in the privi- 
leges and advantages of the Britifh empire ; becaufe they re- 
fule to fubmit to the authority and jurifdiGtion of the Britifh 
legiflature :—offering at the fame time to enter into alliances 
of friendfhip, and treaties of commerce with them, as with any 
other fovereign, independent ftates. 

¢ Now, in order to determine which of thefe {chemes is the 
moft eligible ;—it would be right to confider, which is the 
eafieft and moft practicabley—which is leaft expenfive,—which 
is likelieft to prevent fimilar difturbances and difputes for the 
future,—and which will leaft endanger the Englifh conftitution 
and our domeftic tranquillity. For all thefe circumftances 
ought to be taken into the account, before a due judgment can 
be formed. 

‘In regard to the firft, I wifh for the prefent to be filent 
about it ;—partly out of refpect to that auguft body, which has 
given a fanction to it ;—partly becaufe it is now upon trial, 
whether it can be executed or not ;—and partly likewife be- 
caufe this muft fall of courfe, if either Mr. BuRKE’s, or mine, 
fhould be judged to have the preference. For thefe reafons, I 
fay, I with to keep a refpectful filence on this head.’ 

But with refpeét to Mr. Burke, the Dean thinks lefs ceremony 
neceflary; and accordingly proceeds freely to difcufs the merit of 
that gentleman’s fcheme compared with his own.—In doin 
this, he confiders himfelf ¢ as ftanding at the bar of the public 
tribunal,’ and ‘ before the jury is ftruck, and the trial begins,’ 
he offers exceptions againft particular ‘ perfons in the pannel :’ 
and 1ft, © againft courtiers and placemen; a2dly, againft 
the whole band of mock patriots; 3dly, againft the penfion- 
ers of France or Spain, or of any other rival power; and, 
4thly, againft all perfons of republican principles.’—His ob- 

jections to each of thefe divifions of people, are accompanied 
with fome juft, and feveral trite, reflections ; and they are followed 
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by a requeft, * that the caufe between Mr. Burke and himfelf 
may be tried by the landed intereft only.’ 

After this difplay of judicial formality, the Dean proceeds to 
maintain the alledged fuperiority of his own plan over that of 
Mr. Burke; and here he advances fome fallacious and inde- 
fenfible pofitions, without one new fact or argument worthy 
of particular notice. Indeed, his fcheme, in every point of 
view, appears fo unprofitable, fo inexpedient, and fo repug- 
nant to the common fenfe of all nations, (of whom none, with- 
in our recollection, ever voluntarily renounced the dominion of 
any extenfive territory and numerous people) that we do not 
think it ever will be adopted; at leaft, not till it fhall have 
unfortunately become the only alternative, to the more imprac- 
ticable and deftructive project of conquering the Colonies, and 
of holding them in fubjugation by force, 

The Dean, however, to promote the fuccefs of his propofal, 
endeavours not only to influence the underftandings of thofe ta 
whom his addrefs is offered, but alfo to excite jealoufies and 
fears of a feditious nature ; and for this purpofe he again founds 
an alarm of danger to the church from what he ftiles ¢ the repub- 
lican party,’ to whom he fays, ¢ the eftates of the church will 
fall the firft facrifice 5’ and left a regard for our ecclefiaftical 
eftablifhment fhould not produce the defired alarms and com- 
binations, he adds, * But neverthelefs, if you, my Lords and 
Gentlemen, fhould be fo weak as to imagine, that matters will 
ftop there ; and that your own lagge pofleffions, your {plendid 
titles, your hereditary honours, and ample privileges will efcape 
unhurt, amidft that general wreck of private property, and crufh 
of fubordination, which will neceflarily enfue; you will be 
woefully miftaken:—and I muft beg leave to fay, that you will 
have profited but very little, by what has been fo well written 
in the annals of this very country, for your inftruction and ad« 
monition. For depend upon it, the ufe of committee-men, and the 
bufinefs of /egueffraters, are not yet forgot; depend upon it, [ 
fay, that ways and means are ftill to be found out, for*the 
loweft of the people to get at the pofleffion of the greateft of 
your eftates, as well in thefe, as in former times. Their ap- 
petites are equally keen :—and if thefe hungry patriots fhould 
fucceed, after fuch an example is fet before your eyes, who are 
you to blame but yourfelves ?’ 

At page 47, the Dean profeffes £ to clofe the whole difpute’ 
between Mr. Burke and himfelf; and tells us, that what * is 
to follow in this treatife, is to be confidered rather ex abundanti, 
than as ftriftly neceflary for the fupport of his argument, and 
the confutation of his epponent.’ 

At page 48, the Author introduces a table, containing * an 
account of the value of the exports from England to Germany 
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and Holland; and alfo to thofe North-American provinces, 
which are now under the government of the Congrefs, for nine 
years fuccclively, viz. trom Chriftmas 1763, to Chriftmas 17725 
ditinguifhing each country, and each year.” And therein he 
ftates the total value of the exports to Holland and Germany, 
as excecding the value of the exports to the Colonies, by more 
than ten millions. But how far this comparative ftate ts fairly 
and juitly made, we have neither time nor facts fuflicient to 
afowssin a ; though from a ftrong defire, which the Author fre- 
quently betrays, to undervalue every benefit derived from the 
Colonies, and from the unfupportable affertions which he does 

not fcruple occafionaliy to advance as facts, we are difpofed to 
entertain fufpicions on this fubjeét: and indeed one fallacy in 
this eftimate appears at the flighteft view; for though the Dean 
protefies to give an § account’ of the exports to all the aflociated 
Colonics, feveral of them are totally omitted in the table un- 
der confideration,—It ought likewife to be obferved, that rice, 
tobacco, and many other articles which form a confiderable 
part of our boafted exports to Germany and Holland, are fent 
hither by the Colonifts; and that if the propofed feparation 
fhould take place, this part of our trade would totally ceafe. 
It fhould alfo be noticed, that the benefits derived from our 
commerce with the Colonilts, with whom we have the advan- 
tages of a monopoly, are much more confiderable than thofe 
obtained from foreigners, wyo receive from us onty fuch arti- 
cles as we can furnifh on better terms than thofe at which they 
may be procured in other places. 

From the 48th to the 76th page of our Author’s Addrefs, we 
are prefented with a fucceffion of © ex abundanti’ remarks ; feve- 
ral of which are founded on errors that we have formerly and 
moft indifputably detected. Thefe, together with fome effufions 
of malevolence againft Dr. Franklin, we fhall pafs over, and 
proceed to the Author’s ¢ Paftfcript,’ which demands particulag 
animadverfiop, and is as follows : 

‘In a note at the bottom of page 525 (2d edjtion) of my 
letter to Mr. burKE, I exprefled mytelf in the following man- 
ner: ** The inftances which Mr. BurKE has. brought, [at 
pages 74 and 75 of his fpeech, 2d edit. 8vo.] to prove that 
the Baanies, or rather that a few out of the many Colonies, 
have been liberal in their grants to Great Britain, during the 
continuance of a privateering, fmuggling, trucking, and huck- 
ftering American fea-war, in which they were fure to be the 
greateft gainers, fhall be particularly confidered in an enfuing 
treatife, An Addreis to the Landed Intereft of Great Britain 
and Ireland.” 

¢ The minutes which I took at that time relative to this affair, 
and which I intended to have inferted in the body of this Trea- 
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tife, were the following, that the leading men in the govern- 
ment of the province of Matlachufets, had, fome time before 
their famous expedition againit Cape Breton, been guilty of 
certain mal practices in the adminiftration of public affairs, for 
which they were in danger of being called to an account. 
‘That in o:der to divert the {ftorm, and to throw a barrel to the 
whale, they projected the plan of an expedition, knowing the 
temper of the E1 vglifh, and their rage for conquelts. There- 
fure, hearing that ‘the fortifications of Cape Breton were very 
ruinous, and the garrifon both weak and mutinous for want of 
pay, cloathing, and provifions, they bent their forces againft 
this place. The fcheme fucceeded, and Cape Breton was yicld- 
ed up; but the joy of the Englith nation knew no bounds: for 
the people, from the bighett to the loweit, were fo intoxicated 
with notions of the importance of this port, [though now it is 
evident, that it is a very ulelefs one if compared with others ] 
that they forgot every other idea in the general tranfport ; fo 
that the planners and conductors of the expedition, inftea ad of 
th: + bons r cailed to an account for their former mifdemeanors, 
found themfelves carefled and applauded by the whole nation ; 
and to crown all, the parliament itfelf voted a prodigious fum 
cf money to rcimburfe the New- Englanders for their expences, 
and their fervices in this glorious work. 

This, | fay, or to this efredt, was the account which I 
received ;— and which | believe in my own mind, will be found 
to be fos the moft part very trffe, when it can be very tho- 
roughly examined into. But as I have been hurried, by the 
early meeting of parliament, to publifh the prefent treatife at 
leaft three months fooner than intended, | cannot at prefent 
authenticate facts and dates in the manner! with todo, in an 
affair of {uch importance. ‘Therefore I give this public notice, 
that I build nothing on the prefent nirration; and I only offer 
it (becaufe not corroborated by fuficient evidence) as a pro- 
bable cafe, and as my own opinion. 

. al I have a particular reafon for aQing in this cautious 
manner; fecing that I have futfered already by making a flip 
in an fair of this nature, which in an y other caufe or contro- 
verfy, would have been reckon«d to be a very venial one. The 
cafe was this: in the fir{t edition - my fourth tract, | hel ac- 
cufed Dr. FRANKLIN with having a€ted a verv ape 
part, in oppofing and denying the authority of the britith par- 
liament, to lay a tax [the Stamp- duty] on America, when he 
himfelf had folicited to be employed as an avent in the collec- 
tion of that very tax. In letters which patled between us, he 
denied the charge, afferting firft, that he did not make intereft 
for a place in the ftamp-office, till the bill was paffed into a 
Jaw ;—And, adly, That the place, for which he afkcd, was 
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not for himfelf, but for a friend, one Mr. HuGHEs, who was 
accordingly appointed by Mr. Grenvitie. Now in confe- 
quence of this information, I omitted in the next edition, the 
whole paragraph, and faid nothing, either pro or con, parti- 
cularly relative to Dr, FRaNKLIN. And furely, every thing 
confidered, and ae pas of Dr. FRANKLIN concerning the 
frolen papers of Mr. WHEATLY duly weighed, one would have 
thought, that I had made fatisfaction fully fufficient to almoft 
any man in fuch a cafe, whofe pretenfions to nice honour might 
have been much better founded than thofe of Dr. FrRankK-~ 
Lin. But it feems, I was miftaken : For before he left Eng- 
Jand, I was called on in print, to make reparation to his much 
injured character: And in his abfence, his agents and confe- 
derates, the Monthly Reviewers, have done the fame.’ 

Upon this curious Extract, it is proper we fhould offer 
fome remarks :— 

From the ufual inaccuracy of our Author’s ftyle, we are 
fometimes unable to afcertain his meaning. He fays, ¢ the 
minutes which I took at that time relative, &c. were the fol- 
lowing.’ But the particular time which is the object of this 
allufion, cannot be difcovered from any antecedent circum- 
ftance, unlefs we may be allowed to fuppofe, that whilft the 
Dean with one hand wrote the ** note at the bottom of page 
52,” he with the other took § the minutes’ in queftion, We 
fhould however have been congented to remain ignorant of the 
time at which thefe falfchoods were committed to writing, if 
the Author had but condetcended to inform us of the fourcé 
fiom which they were derived. ‘That they are falfehoods, cane 
uot be doubted by any man who confiders how impoffibie it 
muft have been that any important * malpraé?ices in the admini- 
frration of pullic affairs {hould have really happened, and have 
continued more than thirty years unknown to the inhabitants 
of the province where they are faid to have happened, as well as 
to the people of Great Britain. Whether the charge has been 
invented by the Dean himfelf, or whether that enmity toward 
the Colonifts, which he frequently betrays, has led him to 
feek for flander in its fouleft receptacles, we know not. This 
however may be prefumed, that a man not partially and maleva- 
lently credulous, would have unhefitatingly rejeéted this vague, 
imperfect, contemptible fiction ; deftitute as it is of any intima- 
tion refpecting the nature of thefe * ma/praétices,’ and the names 
of thefe * Leading Men,’ who were § guilty’ of them* ; both of 

which 

® We are given to underftand, that the ftory in queftion is de- 
Jivered in its prefent imperfect form, becaufe the Dean has ‘* been 
hurried by the early meeting of Parliament,°to publifh the prefent 
| Treatife 
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which muft have been generally notorious, or otherwife the 
culprits would not have been ** in danger of being called to an 
account.” 

Indeed our Author appears to have been confcious of the 
falfity of this charge, and fearful of being reprehended for pub- 
lifhing it ; to prevent which, he cautioufly fays, ‘ I cannot at 
prefent authenticate facts and dates, in the manner J would wisH 
to do, in an affair of fuch importance.’ ‘ Therefore (continues 
he) I give this public notice that I build nothing on the prefent 
narration ; and I only offer it (becaufe not corroborated by fufficient 
evidence) as a probable cafe, and as my own opinion.’ How, 
under fuch defects this fhould be a probable cafe, and become 
our Author’s * own opinion,’ we leave for his own explana- 
tion. To us it appears, that in an affair of fuch import- 
ance, aman imprefied with a becoming regard for Truth, and 
a proper abhorrence of Slander, would, until he had obtained 
© fufficient evidence’ to ‘ build’ fomething upon, have at leaft de- 
layed to publifh an accufation which thus criminates the mo- 
tives, and detracts from the merits, of an atchievement fo bene- 
ficial to the nation, and fo honourable to the promoters of it. 
Very different, however, has been the Dean’s condu& ; for 
though a dread of correction has led him to fay, that he builds 
nothing on the tale in queftion, becaufe it is deftitute of evi- 
dence, yet he appears very folicitous that this his confeffion 
fhould not prevent others from dui/ding upon it; and therefore 
he declares the charge to be what ¢ he believes in his own mind 
will be found very true when it can be very thoroughly examined 
into.’ 

In what follows, the Dean acknowledges himfelf to have been 
deficient in regard to Truth ; for though in confeffing that his ac- 
cufation is deftitute of * fufficient evidence,’ he has only confefled 
that which it would have been wicked to conceal ; yet he plainly 
intimates, that he would have omitted this confeffion, or in other 
words, that he would have publifhed as true, what he had {o 
much caufe to think falfe, had he not had ‘ a particular reafon 
for acting in this cautious manner,’ and had he not * fuffered 
already by making a /ip in an affair of this nature.’ He then 
proceeds to give an account of one of the untruths which we 
formerly noticed ; and in doing it, a defire, to recover from 
one ‘ fp,’ feems to have led him to make another; for he 
afferts, that Dr. Franklin, in the letters that pafled between 





Treatife at leaft three months fooner than intended.’ So that the 
Dean or his worthy informer, had they been allowed three other 
months, would have furnifhed and ferved up thofe very material 
circumftances which are now wanting. Such length of time might 
indeed be neceflary to invent pretended facts; but how it fhould be 
wanted to selate them, we do not comprehend. 
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them, acknowledged, that he had ¢ a/Read’ and § made interef? 
for a place in the Stamp-Office, not for himfelf, but for one 
Mr. Hughes. Here then we defire to join iffwe with Dr. 
Tucker, and bring his veracity to a fair and decifive trial. Of 
the contents of thefe letters he cannot have been ignorant, and 
if (as we contend), they do not contain an acknowledgment 
from Dr. Franklin, of his having ever afked or made intereft for 
that or any other place, ta be given to Mr. Hughes or any other man, 
the Dean mutt be guilty of a wilful and deliberate violation of 


“truth, to the injury of an abfent man. The trial on this fact 
will be very fhort and eafy—if the Dean be not guilty, a fair 


pub\cation of Dr, Franklin’s letters will manifeft his innocence; 
and in right‘of that agency from Dr. Franklin, with which 
the Dean of Gloucefter has kindly invefted us, we call on him 
either to pyblifh the letters in queftion, and todo it faithfully, 
or to take @himfclf the thame of. deteéted intentional Falfehood. 
* When otf Suthor had been informed of the injuftice of his 
accufation, we are to!d that he * omitted, ¥n the next edition, the 
whole paragraph, and faid nothing either pro or com particu- 
Jarly relative to Dr. Franklin ;’ and by this he pretends to think 
he * had made fatisfaction fully fufficient.,—From hence therefore 
we may judge of the reé@tude of his moral fentiments, and of 
the kind of reparation whic he thinks fufficient for thofe who 
may have fuffered by fice detraction.—A man guided by vulgar 
notions of right and wrong, would, in this cafe, think it rea- 
fonable to retract his falfe accufations: the Dean however 
would by no means confent to do this; but leaving the im- 
preffions of his calumny to operate with their full force, he 
would only ceafe to republifh it in his * next edition” But per- 
haps the Dean would have us believe lefs juftice to be due to 
Dr. Franklin than to other men, on account of ‘a pretended 
¢ faux pas, concerning the ftolen papers of Mr. Whately? We 
confefs, however, that we do not comprehend how this © faux 
fas’ can be applied to our Author’s juftification, unlefs it be 
true, that a man who is fufpected of having broken one part of 
the decalogue, may be juftly and properly accufed of a breach of 
the whole. But even this, if admitted, will not be fufficient, as it 
does not appear that Dr. Franklin has ever deviated from the 
exacteft line of right. That the papers in queftion were ¢ ftolen’ 
by any bedy, is far from being evident; as it is not yet known 
or made probable, that they ever came into the pofleffion of Mr. 
W—y, from whom they are faid to have been ftolen.—Suppof- 
ing, however, that a theft was committed, Dr. Franklin can- 
not be fulpected cf it: we are well informed that he never en- 
tered the houfe of Mr. W—y, until long after the ‘ folen papers? 
had been fent to America, and that then he did it for the fingle 
purpofe of acquainting that gentleman of the fuccefs of an im- 
portant 
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portant commiffion, which he had undertaken, and had moftt 
beneficially executed for him in America.—Of this fervice Nir. 
W-y then profefied a grateful fenfe, and we are forry to fay, 
that, a few weeks after, he demonftrated the nature and extent 
of his gratitude, by lending his name to fupport a vexatious chan- 
cery fuit againft Dr. F. refpecting the * ftolen papers.’ It is, 
indeed, true, that Dr. Franklin did tranfmit to the {peaker of the 
aflembly who were his conftituents, certain letters written by men 
in public offices, on public affairs, particularly ref{peCting thofe 
to whom they were feat. And as Governor Hutchinfon has fuf- 
fered by this proceeding, be has naturally complained of it. But 
we have fufficient reafon from his own hiltory of the Maflachufetts 
Bay, to conclude that the fame conduct towards any other per- 
fon would not have been difapproved even by Governor Hut- 
chinfon himfelf. We here allude to the inftance of Sir Henry 
Afhhburft, who was formerly agent while Mr. Dudley was Go- 
vernor of Maffachufett’s Bay, and who, as Mr. Hutchinfon 
tells us, ** procured an original letter wrote by the Governor’s 
fon Paul (then Attorney-General) to Mr. Floyd, and /ent it to 
New England.” This letter contained expreflions very inimical 
to the people, and to the charter of that province; and though 
Mr. Hutchinfon tells us afterwards, that ** A@r. Dudley had no re/t 
the firft feven years,” and though he is in no degree fparing of 
his reflections on other occafions, yet in relating the particu- 
lars of this tranfaction, he exprefles no difspprobation of the 
conduct of Sir Henry Afhurft, but on the contrary {peaks of 
him every where as being (what he truly was) a man of the 
ftriGett integrity and honour. 

Refpecting the remaining part of our Authoi’s pofifcript, 
which mentions * the Monthly Reviewers’, as * agents and 
confederates’ of Dr. Franklin, we fhall only obferve that the 
Dean knows that ¢ the Monthly Reviewers’ were not formerly 
Dr. Franklin’s agents and confederates,—and he a!fo knows, 
that his only reafon for now mentioning them as fuch, is that 
they have refuted fome of his flanderous accufations againtt that 
gentleman ;—an act of juftice which we fhould have rendered 
to any man, and more efpecially to any abfent man :—and Dr, 
Tucker has of all others the leaft caufe of complaint againtt us. 
We did not even notice his fcandalous imputation, until we 
found him perfevering in calumny, after a knowledze of the 
truth had been privately forced upgn him. 

The Dean now pretends to have ¢ /ujffered much’ from the flip 
which we formerly expofed, and to have been thereby induced 
to act in a more © cautious manner.’ We are forry that he is 
not yet become fo ‘ cautious,’ as to avoid indulging his male- 
volence at the expence of truth and jultice. We hope, how- 

ever, 
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ever, that the fufferings which muft refult from our prefent 
remarks, (if he yet retains any portion of virtuous fenfibility) 
will fo far increafe his caution, as to render this kind of repre- 
henfion hereafter unneceflary. But fhould this hope prove 
fallacious ; fhould he perfift in tranfgreffion ; let him expect to 
receive from us that feverity of chaftifement, which 1s fuited not 
only to reform but to punt/h. 

It is juit, however, to declare, that we have been led toa 
more particular examination of the Dean’s Poftfcript, by the re- 
flection which it contains on ourfelves. Culprits under the 
{mart of merited cenfure from us, fometimes attempt to re- 
criminate; but thefe literary infurgents have feldom been con- 
fiderable enough to deferve our farther notice ; and like infects 
have been permitted to derive impunity from their minutenefs. 
—But the Dean of Gloucefter is a more bulky, though nota 
more complacent animal; and feeding as he does, ina rich eccle- 
fiaftical pafture, we have thought it proper to beftow on him 
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Art. Il. Elements of Anatomy and the Animal Occonomy. From the 
French of M. Perfon. Corrected and confiderably augmented : with Notes, 
' By Samuel Foart Simmons. 8vo. 5s. fewed. Wilkie. 1775. 


N the preface to this work we are informed that the Editor is 
indebted for the plan, and a great part of the materials of it, 
to the Elemens D’ Anatomie, written by Monf. Perfon, a ver 
ingenious French phyfician; that it was originally publifhed at 
Paris, in 1748; and that it was republifhed, with correGtions, 
by Monf. Bruny, in 1763. 

‘ As the plan of this performance,’ adds the Editor, ‘ feemed 
to be perfectly new, and promifed to be ufeful to ftudents in ana- 
tomy; it was at firft intended to give only a literal tranflation of it: 
but on examining it more attentively, many alterations and addi- 
tions, and fome few omiflions were found to be required, to make it 
adequate to the purpofe for which it was intended. It appeared that 
M. Perfon was at firft induced to undertake it for the ufe of a young 

entleman who was ftudying phyfics: and his motive for publifhing 
at feems to have been to convey an idea of the human anatomy, and 
of the principal functions of the animal ceconomy, to gentlemen, 
who without being educated to the profeflions of phyfic or furgery, 
might wifh to ftudy anatomy as a branch of philofophy. It will be 
eafy to conceive, that a work profefledly written on this principle, 
was not perfectly calculated for the ufe of the ftudent; and every 
perfon who is at all converfant with thefe matters, cannot but be 
fenfible that within the haft twenty years, our ideas on the fubjeét of 
anatomy have undergone very confiderable changes. It is now more 
than twenty years fince M. Perfon’s work firft made its appearance ; 
and a ftill greater fpace cf time has elapfed, fince any well received 
compendium ef anatomy has been publifhed in this country; fo that 
an 
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an attempt to give a clear and concife account of the prefent ftate of 
anatomical knowledge, will perhaps not be deemed improper or un- 


neceflary.’ ; ; 
With the alterations which have been made in the text, and 


the remarks contained in the fubjoined notes, this work muit 
be confidered as an improvement on the original. But not- 
withftanding the pains which feem to have been taken to render 
it compleat, fome little errors may ftill be found uncorrected, 
and fome flight defeéis unfupplied.——We fhall inftance a few 


of them. 

Under the article of Cartilages—it is afferted that they ¢ as 
well as the bones are infenfible.’—To explain and quality this 
aflertion, the following note is given by the Editor. 

‘ In the couric of this volume mention is often made of the fenfi- 
bility or infenfibility of different parts, and it will perhaps not be 
amifs to give the outlines of a fyftem, which cannot but be inte- 
reftine to all ——— readers —Baron Haller was the firft who 
publicly afierted, that living animals, whofe cartilages, ligaments, 
capfule of the joints, tendons or periofileam were cut, burnt, or 
torn, thewed no figns of uneafinefs, and that the wounds of all thefe 
parts were cured without any bad fympioms.—lIn his publications on 
this fubject, he allows feeling to the teeth, but not to the bones, be- 
caufe they are deititute of nerves. —He ventures to deny fenfibility to 
the marrow, not from any experiments of his own on living animals, 
but becaufe it is a faity fubftance without nerves.—He tells as, that 
when the dura mater was torn or burnt with oil of vitriol, the animal 
feemed infenfible of the injury—that with the pia mater it was the 
fame, but that the moment the brain itfelf was wounded, the body 
of the animal was exceedingly convulfed—he makes the fame con- 
clufions from fimilar experiments on the peritoneum, pleura, and pe- 
ricardium, and of the mediaftinum from its analogy to them as a 
membrane, and defcribes the cornea as infenfible, becaufe its nerves 
cannot be demonftrated, and it is often pierced with a needle with- 
out pain.—From a variety of interefting experiments, which he has 
fully related, he concludes, that all thefe parts are perfectly infen- 
fible, that they have been unjuftly accufed by phyficians as the feat of 
many painful difeafes, and that their infenfibility argues their being 
deftitute of nerves—he will not allow the pain and inflammation of the 
arm, which fometimes are the confequences of bleeding, to proceed 
from the tendon or aponeurofis in that part, but attributes them to 
an injury done to the median nerve or to fome branch of the muf- 
culo-cutaneous nerve.—He afferts, that the phrenitis has not its feat 
in the dura mater, or the pleurify in the pleara—That in the gout, 
the fkin and fubcutaneous nerves, and not the ligaments or capfulz 
of the joints, are the feat of pain.—Thefe are the moft important 
points of the Baron’s fyftem, but his opinions have been much con. 
troverted, and the late Dr. Whytt, in particular, favoured the pub- 
lic with many fenfible arguments in refutation of this doétrine, 
which, however, if not thoroughly received in its full extent, is now 
in a great meafure admitted.—The ingenious Dr, Hunter, who ap- 
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pears to have remarked the > infenfibility of fome of thefe parts before 
the Baron’s puclication ot his {fyilem, fufpects that the Baron bas 
cone too far in ailerting, that they have abfolucely no fenfe of feel. 


ing- ile thinks char e xperiments on brutés are not fufficient to ) alcer- 
nA oe “ ’ ‘ : 

ta in tie mi Cxqul ite jenfauions of the human peer: and 15 of Oo Di - 

rion thatthe baron hes oeen icd into @n ersoriniur in { f of 
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In this account ofr the controveriy concerning the fentibility 


. bones, | irtilages, tendons, Itaaments, &c. it fhould, we 
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Baron Hailer, and others, to be wholly infeniible, and which 
really appear to be fo ina found ftate, have been found to ac- 
quire « mia erable fenfibility by difecte ; and that an inattention 
to this circumf{tance has been the piincipal caufe of that apfa- 
rent contraricty of facts, with which this fubject has bee 
perplexed, 

‘That one of the ufes of the fat contained in the arene 
adipofa, is, to defend the bedy in general from cold, and of 
that in the ome ntum, to contuibute to the warmth of the vif- 
cera in particular, are notions fo perfectly hypothetical, and fo 
generally exploded, that their claim to a place in this work 
ought certainly to have been rejecied. 

it is affirmed in chap. 4th ucder the article of bile, that the 
© jaundice is moft ufually produced by obftructions in the liver 
ittelt, which by preventing the feparation of bile from the 
iden, tend to give that univerfal yellownefs to the body, which 
is the charaéteriftic of the difeafe.’ But we are inclined to 
think, if the Editor had been aware of the weighty objections 
to w! sich this doctrine is liable, that it would at leait have been 
delivered with lefs confidence. 

The opinion, given in the 15th fection of the fame chapter, 
that the caruncule myrtiformes derive their origin from the rup- 
turc, and confequent receffion, of the hymen, is foi!l fupported, 
either by obfervation or analogy, that we apprehend it would 
have appeared far better in the form of a conjecture, than in 
that of a direct aflertion. 

We fhall now, with a view of giving our readers an idea of 
this Writers manner, extract his account of the lymphati 
fy ftem. 

The lymphatic veins are minute pellucid tubes, which, like 
the lacieals, direét their courfe towards the center of the body, where 
they pour a colourlefs fluid into the thoracic dué&t. The lympha tics 
from all the lower parts of the body, gradually unite as they approach 
this duct, into which they enter by three or four very large trunks, 
which feem to form the a extremity of this canal, or rece pta- 
culum chyli, The lacteals open into it near the fame place, and 

the 
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from all the upper parts of the body, pour their 
ts of this duct as 1 runs upward 1o terminate 
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in the lett fabclavian vein. 
« As the lymphatics co mmonly lie clofe to the large blood veflels, 
lig ture Pi ified —_— the crural artery in a living animal, by in- 
will occafion 2 diffenfion of thefe veffels be- 


the ly mphatic 


idine 
: i lig: — fo as to demonftrate them with eafe; anda ligature 
~’ round the thoracic duét, inftantly afier killing an animal, 
will, by flopping the courfe of its contents mto the fubclavian vein, 
difien don ot only the Laétea is, but alfo the lymphatics in the abdomen 
and lower extremities, wit h their natural fluids, 


‘ "The coats of thefe veflels are too thin to be feparated from each 
» but the mercnry they are cap: ible of fuitzining, proves them 

o be very iiro ng 5 and their ereat power to centraét after undergoing 

iderable dilienfion, tee ethe rwith their: ritability with which Baron 
er found them to be enducd, feems to rerder it probable, that, 
ie blood veffels, they have a mufcular coat. 

The lymphatics are nourifhed after the fame manner as all the 
Cc ees parts of the body. for even the moit minute of thefe vefiels 
are probably fupplied wit {till more minute erteries rine veins. This 
feems to be proved by the inflammation of which they are ft {cept i- 
ble; and the painf ful {wellings which f ometimes take pl ace in lym- 
yhatic veflels, prove that they have nerves as well as blood vefie ‘Js. 

Both the lacteals, lymphatics and thoracic duct, are furnifhed 
with valves, which are much more common in thefe veffe's than in 
the red veins. Thefe valves are ufually in pairs, and ferve to pro- 
mote the courfe of the chyle and lymph towards the thoracic duct, 
and to prevent its return, — Mention has been made of the glands, 
through which the lacteals pafs i in their courfe through the mefentery ; 
andit is to be obferved, chat the lymphatics pais through fimilar 
glands in their way to the thoracic du&t.—'Thefe glands are all of the 
conglobate kind, but the changes which the chyle and lymph un- 
dergo in their paflage through them, have act yet been afcertained. 

‘the lymphatic vefiels begin from lurtaces and cavities in ail 
parts of the body as abforbenis.— [his is a fact now univerfally al- 
lowed ; but how the fluids they abforb are po sured into thofe Cavities, 
is a fubject of controverly among the anatomiits of thefe times.—The 

contents Aas abdonien, for inliance, were defcribed as being con- 
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fiantly moiftened by a very thin wat ery fluid.—Jhe iame event takes 
place i in the pericardium, pleura, and all the other cavities of the body, 
and this watery fluid is the lymph. But whether it 1s exhaled into 
thofecavities through the minute ends of arteries, or tranfuded through 
their coats, are the points in difpute. We cannot here be permitted 
to relate the many ingenious arguments that have been advanced in 
favor of each of thefe opinions; nor is it perhaps Of confequence to 
our prefent purpofe, to enter into the d difpute.—It will be fuffictent 
if the reader can forn an idea of what the lymph is, and of the mane 
ner in which it it abforbed. 

‘The lymph, from iis tranfparency and want of colour would 
nai to be nothing but water; and hence the firft difcoverers of thefe 
i ffels ftyled them dudus aqufi—but experiments prove, that the 


lymph of an healthy animal coagulates by being expofed to the air, 
Q; 
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or acertain degree of heat, and likewife by being fuffered to reft ; 
feeming to agree in this property with that part of the blood called 
the coagulable lymph.—This property of the lymph Ie.cs to deter. 
mine its ufe in moiftening and lubricating the fever.' cav.' es of the 
body, in which it is found; and for which, by its gelatinous prin- 
ciple, it feems to be much better calculated than a pure watery fluid 
would be, for fuch it has been fuppofed to be by fome anatomitts, 

The mouths of the lymphatics and lacteals by acting as capillary 
tubes, feem to abforb the lymph and chyle in the fame manner as a 
capillary tube of glafs when put into a bafon of water will be cna- 
bled to attract the water into it to a certain height.—In the human 
body the lymph or the chyle is probably conveyed upon this priaci- 
ple, as far as the firft pair of valves, which feem to be placed not far 
from the orifice of the abforbing veffel, whether lymphattc or lacteal 
and the fluid will then be propelled forwards by a continuation of the 
abforptionat the orifice. But this does not feem tobe the only induce- 
ment to its progrefs towards the thoracic duct—thefe veffels have 
probably a mufcular coat, which may ferve to prefs the fluid forwards 
from one pair of valves to another ; andas the large lymphatic veflels 
and the thoracic duct are placed clofe to the large arteries, which 
have a confiderable pulfation, it is reafonable to fuppofe that they 
derive fome advantages from this fituation.’ 

Clear, diftingt, and fatisfaQory ideas of the different parts of 
the human body, can be obtained only by difle@tion. General 
notions of them may however be derived from books; and im- 
preffions formerly made on the mind by diffe€tion, may be re- 
newed by accurate verbal defcription. In this point of view the 
publication in queftion has confiderable merit. It is written 
with perfpicuity, and contains feveral modern difcoveries, not 
to be found in any other compendium of anatomy. 

B..%, 





Art. III. 4 Treatife on Foret Trees: containing not only the beft 
Methods of their Culture hitherto practifed, but a Variety of New 
and Ufeful Difcoveries, the Refult of many repeated Experiments, 
&c. By William Boutcher, Nurferyman, at Comely Garden, Edin- 
burgh. 4to. 15s. Boards. Edinburgh printed, and fold by 
Murray in London, 1775. 

HEN weconfider the national importance of keeping 

up neceflary fupplies of timber, and the private profit re- 
fulting from furnifhing that fupply, where perhaps the ground 
will not readily admit of other culture; when we con- 
fider alfo how much beauty judicious plantations add to the 
face of a country, as well as the convenient fhelter they afford, 
to man, to beaft, to fields, and to gardens; we fhall be con- 
vinced that, the public inftructions of fkilful nurferymen, as 
well as defigners, are intitled to a moft welcome reception. 

It was therefore with pleafure that we faw the refpeCtable and 

numerous lift of fubfcribers to this treatife; which feems to 

promife that Scotland will not long remain under the reproach 
fo 
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fo often caft on it for the want of trees. Dr. Johnfon has ace 
counted for this denudation of arborical verdure, by obferving 
that times of tumult were unfavourable to plantations, and that 
long eftablifhed cuftom is not eafily broken: but thefe tumul- 
tuous times have long fince ceafed; and from the prefent fpirit 
of improvement among the Scotch gentry, many of whom have 
beftowed much praife-worthy attention on planting their eftates, 
it may be hoped the nakednefs of the land will in due time be 
decently covered. 

Indeed the very intelligent nurferyman at Comely Garden, 
who, as we gather from his own expreffions, was employed for 
fome years under Mr. Miller, in the Botanic garden at Chelfea, 
appears to have had the inftruction of his brethren in Scotland 
peculiarly in view, in this publication; being very fevere on 
the ignorant craft of many of them, who aim rather to under- 
fell the reft of their profeffion, than, by beftowing due culture 
on their plants, to unite a regard for reputation with views of 
profi. At the fame time he beftows encomiums on the nur- 
ferymen in the fouthern parts of England, which from his 
knowledge of them, may be fuppofed to be well founded. 

The fuperiority which our Author claims, in his methods of 
propagating and raifing young trees, appears to confift princi- 
pally in fucceffive plantings, and his treatment of the roots 
wnder thefe operations. A perfonin his clofet might be apt to 
dread that he removed them too often, and made too free with 
the roots: but opinions ought ever to yield to experience, and 
to be formed from it. Doubts on this point might neverthelefs 
receive fome ftrength from a remark of his own, page 43, where 
treating of the oak, after four or five tranfplantations, he adds, 
* they will grow as luxuriantly as if they had ftood in the fame 
foil from the fmalleft fize, and arrive as foon at full maturity.’ 
The obvious conclufion from thefe premifes is, that had they 
been left in the fame foil from the {malleft fize, all the fubfe- 
quent labour might have been faved: but the advantage from 
his culture, is © that the trees, from the regular and timely prun- 
ings they have had, muft of courfe be formed to their proper 
thape, and will require little or no farther trouble:’ he had be- 
fore told us, that © no tree requires more addreis, to make a 
handfome well-proportioned free growing plant, than the oak.’ 
We muft confefs we have no experience to oppofe to what is 
here advanced. 

The following paflage, though it contradiéts a popular opi- 
nion, will perhaps be affented to, as an article of theory, with 
lefs hefitation than the propriety of {uch repeated tranfplantations : 

© It has been an almoft univerfally received opinion, that 
trees ought to be raifed in the nurfery on a poorer foil than that 
to which they are afterwards to be tran{ported for good; and it 
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has been dire€led by many, otherways the moft refpectable aue 
thors. I muft acknowledge this doctrine has a very {pecious 
appearance at firft view: I adhered to it early in life, and it is 
fo feemingly confiftent with Nature, that I am not furprifed it 
has been generally adopted by young planters; at the fame time, 
I cannot account for thofe who have had much practice, and 
long experience, not expofing the errors of it. 

‘ In the following fhects 1 have given fome examples, from 
frequently repeated experiments, of the ill effects I have felt 
by planting yeung and tender feedlings in the pooreft foils, 
and the greater fuccefs attending thofe that were well-grown, 
on the fame, or in fimilar fituations. The confequences of raif- 
ing plants on poor hungry land, are no lefs fatal than planting 
the feedlings in fuch, and fhould as much as poffible be avoided. 
1 have mentioned, in the culture of many trees, the neceflity of 
promoting their vigorous growth at firft, in order to their be- 
coming {tately and handfome; nor can this be effected by any 
other means than being early nurfed in generous foils, for what- 
ever future purpofes they are meant, or to whatever fituations 
they are deitined; and that if they are but barely fupported 
trom infancy on meagre ground, they will never afterwards be- 
come ftronz, though removed to that which is rich and feeding. 
‘The cautes for this, when the fubjeé is fearched to the bottom, 
are demonitrably plain: From their harfh and unfriendly food 
they contract difeafes, which, if not immediately mortal, are 
certainly incurable; they neceflarily have bad roots, they are 
hide-bound, and their branches weak and crooked: in fhort, 
though they mav long languifh in the ftate of bufhes, they will 
never arrive to the magnitude of what may properly be called 
trees, 

‘ But though I have advifed trees to be raifed on good land, 
let it be underitood, 1 mean that only which is naturally fo, and 
not what has lately been forced and pampered with dung, or at 
leait before that dung has been mellowed and reduced to the 
confiftence of earth, {uch being yet more baneful to trees in ge- 
neral, than even the pooreft foils.’ 

As a farther fpecimen of Mr. Boutcher’s method of planting, 
we fhall add what he fays on the ufeful fubje&t of hedges, con- 
tained in his chapter on Thorns. 

‘The wind is the great enemy of new planted thorn- 
hedges at any confiderable fize; but by the judicious perform- 
ance of what has here been cirected, from which the root will 
he a full balance for the body, it cannot poffibly have the fmalleft 
ill effect. Every gardener of common underftanding, in order 
to fave feveral years growth, juftly enquires after old hedges, (I 
mean fuch as are not, from age or other circumftances, in a 
decaying ftate), in order tocut them over to effect that delirable 

end. 
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end. Ineed not mention, that fuch grow more in one year 
than a young thorn in three or four; and if they grow freely 
without any preceding culture, when cut over, and removed at 
the fame time, (which by the bye muft be no final! violence 
done them at an advanced age) I am at a lofs to find out a 
reafon why, having been cultivated fo as to give them ten times 
the number of roots they poffibly can have in their wild ftate, 
without wounding them, the common deftruction of old trees, 
and brought them to fuch a proportion of body as thofe roots 
will keep fufficiently fteady ; I fay, thefe circumftances con- 
fidered, from what foundation can a doubt arife, that thorn- 
hedges immediately fencible will not fucceed? Strange, that 
in a country which boafts of abounding with the beft gardeners 
in Europe, fuch fimple eflays of their art (and which could not 
fail of anfwering the intention) fhould not be frequently exe- 
cuted for the benefit of fuch as are willing to beftow a little more 
than common expence, and chufe (if 1 may be allowed the ex- 
pretlion) to overtake time, or at any rate to repair what has 
been loft, by the immediate poflefion of what, to a fober vir- 
tuous mind, is amongft the moft agreeable and rational enjoy- 
iments ! 

¢ I cannot leave this fubje@t, without taking notice of, and 
warning againft the baneful practice of almoft univerfally clip- 
ping our hedges thick, and broader at top than bottom. ‘This, 
in my time, has rendered of little benefit the greateft part of 
the fences within my knowledge, which, properly trained, would 
have been the hizheft ornament, and moft folid improvement our 
fields are capable of receiving. How a practice fo glaringly 
oppofite to nature, and even common fenfe, fhould be adopted 
in a country devoted both to the ttudy and practice of planting, 
is ftrange to imagine! but unluckily it requires no proof that 
fuch is the cafe. Ihe under parts of the hedges fo trained, are 
quite deprived of the benefit of the rains and dews, thofe indif- 
penfable fupports of their {trength and verdure, and are in fome 
degree fniothered, from whence the weakeft branches annually 
perth, till at laft the bottom becomes quite naked, which no 
future care or induftry can repair but by cutting them over, or 
at leaft reducing their height, and pruning them clofe to naked 
trunks, This, though acertain, is yet a tedious cure; and toex- 
pole one’s fields to their original cold and defencelefs ftate, after 
for many years beftowing as muchas, properly applied, would 
have made them continue beautiful and fencible for ages, mult 
be a mo:tifying circumftance to any man, but, the fhortnefs of 
life confi lered, doubly fo to one advanced in years: Let it then 
be invariably obferved, from the firft clipping, ull your nedges 
arrive at their intended height, that you make them gradually 
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taper from the bottom, till they become quite fharp at top, in 
form of arazor. This too is faving money, as the apparatus of 
ftanding-ladders, fcatfolds, &c. neceflary for cutting the tops 
of high hedges, becomes expentive, and, with the hands required 
conftantly to move them, will coft much more than clipping 
both the fides, which can eafily be performed, to the height of 
fifteen feet, by a man ftanding on the ground, with the ‘aft. 
ance of fprin: -fhears. 

« Many have been the arguments with men of more words 
than reflection and obfervation, whether or not it is neceflary to 
continue the practice of clipping hedges till old, where orna- 
ment is not required, and that are only the boundaries or divi- 
fions of corn or grafs fields. Good gardeners, I am well per- 
fuaded, never difputed on this fubject 5 for if the greater warmth 
hedges afford to the grounds around them conttitute their greater 
value in this cold climate, I fhould think no fenfible man can 
hefitate to give an extraordinary preference to thofe that are 
clipped ; the reafons for which are too apparent to require fur- 
ther explanation. I have never feen hedges, growing for a 
number of years rude, that were either warm in winter, ct 
clofe at bottom, which proceeds from a very natural caufe, 
The thorn tree, when under no difcipline, grows in a loofe 
ragged manner, with heavy and {preading tops, which, for want 
of air and moifture, deitroy many of the under branches, and 
when planted in loofe or wet lands, the winter winds difplace 
and disfigure them extremely ; fo that, all circumftances con- 
fidered, 1 could never difcover any well-founded argument 
apainft clipping them but the expence, which, if annuall 
done after a proper manner, in the months of July and Auguft, 
will be {mall in proportion io the pleafure and benefit you will 
otherways derive from them. 

‘ Digging and keeping clean a border on each fide of your 
hedges, at leaft for a few years, will alfo be well-beftowed la- 
bour, as it will much accelerate _ crowth, and contribute 
to their {peedily thickening at bottoi 

‘ Many improvements may likewi iff furely be made on com- 
mon practice, in the difpofitio nat nd manner of planting our 
young thorn hedges. Some Jands indeed are fo thin and meagre 
as not to produce tolerable fences without a greater depth ~ of 
foil, but hardly any are fo bad (very wet grounds excepted) 
as not to nourifh thorns in fuch a de; gree as to become fencible, 
by an addition of foil, though of the { fame guality, well blended 
together, and expofed to the fummer’s fun and winter’s froft. 

‘© Without proceeding immed! iately, however, on this fub- 
jet, [cannot help taking notice, that the common method of 
laying our thorns on the fides of banks above ditches, and raif- 
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ing bulwarks of turf over them, !s an abfolute oppofition to 
every principle of nature] am capable of difcovering. I have 

often been told, but was never in the leatt convinced, of the 
utility e this practice 3 ; nor can | poflibly belicve, that a plant 
compreffed in this manner, without its roots rea idily partaking 
of the heavenly influences, can be €g ually nourithed with one 
growing on a level loofe furface : that frecly enjoys them all. But 
without further endeavouring to demonitrate the abfurdity of 
hedges in this fit — let us fee the eficcis of it, and let any 
conhid lerable extent of fuch that are warm, fightly, and fencible, 
argue in their defence, On this appearing, I thall gladly ac- 
knowledg e my error: In the mean time, i can fhow, i in moft 
counties of the kingdom, large tracts of land fo inclofed, and 
where, in the moft “confiderable cftates, there is not a fingle 
park that will confine cattle, without many gaps being made up 
with paling, or dead bruih-wood, the laft of which increafes 
the evil, as nothing is more contagious to the living branches 
than being ming oled with dead ones; neither can “hedges {fo 
planted be with cafe clipped from ihe bottom 4 the ditch, or 
when any of the plants perifh, can they again be properly in- 
ferted. But what is wort of all, if the foil is not an obftinate 
clay or till, the earth annually moulders away; fo that, ina 
few years, one fide of their roots are left naked and expofed to 
the weather, whence too, from the weight of the tops, the 
winds often bring down both hedge and bank. In fhort, from 
the general furvey I have made over moft parts of the kingdom, 
I cannot help thinking that method of inclofing has more ree 
tarded the advantayes ‘which muft have arifen n to judicious farm- 
ers from a better fytiem, than all the other blunders [ know 
put together, It has likeways, by exhibiting a bad example, 
deterred many from inclofing at all, and put “others on build- 
ing itone-wails at great expence, though neither fo beauti- 
ful, nor improving to the fields around, as lofty hedges well 
trained. 1 fhall therefore cndeavour to give fome few hints, 
that, if fkilfully executed, will certai nly promote their ufual 
growth and thicknefs, and that at little, if any greater, expence 
than attends the common practice. 

‘ In order to inclofe a dry thin foil, mark out the fides of 
your ditch four fect wide; raife che turfs from the furface fix- 
teen inches {quare; leave a artenent of eight inches within the 
top of the ditch, and lay the m witb the green fide downwards ; 
three rows of turfs will exheuft the furface of the ditch, when 
lay a line of Sweet Briars three or four years old (that have 
been tranfplaited), from a foot to eighteen inches afunder, 
and cover them with the beft earth below the turf, laying the 
remainder, fo far as good, immediately beyond their roots, fo 
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that a dcep border of the beft foil that the place will afford, to 
be afte:wards planted with thorns, may be formed. Procure 
turf from the adj.cent grounds, till vou rai/e the bank eighteen 
niches higher, and lay another line of tweet briars, placing them 
fo that every plant may be above the interftices of the former 
line. Thcfe being alfo properly covered, finifh your ditch to 
the depth of four feet, and as narrow at bottom «s a man 
can ttand to heave the foi! over the bank: Proceed then to 
complete the bank, which, for an immediate outward fence, 
Guphi io be four fet high 5 and lay the higheit row of the turfs 
win the ereen fide upwards, which w J} fooneft make them 
unite, ana corfoiidate the whole, Ti oe ComMNon practice 1S to 
make thete banks flupe in the fame proportion the fides of the 
ditches do; and the agement for it is, tnat they ftand the 
weather beiter, But if the turfs are well laid, and foundly 
clapped together weth the back of a fpace, there is not the 
finallett Garger of thetr failing at that beight, and therefore | 
would acvile thoi to be laid within fix or cight inches of being 
perpendicular: My reafons fer which are, that 1 mean thi 
bank, with the fwect briars planied oa it, as foon as poffibl 
to hang over that fide of the ditch under it, to prevent violent 
rains from wedhing it down, and which, by giving it the ufudl 
flope, cannot {o foon be affected. It will alfo be a better de. 
fence azainft cattle, who often make attempts to get over ditches 
and banks that have too cafy a flope; but from this pofition 
they have no footing, and w hen the ieee ‘t briars are grown two 
years, cattle in the bottom of the ditch cannot raife their heads 
without being oppofed by them, which they will not attempt: 
fecond time. A fheep-park thus inclofed, will, in’ three o 
four years, confine thefe animals no leis ctieétually than the 
higheft wall, as they, and indeed horfes or cows, cannot bea 
the touch of them. No perfon in orcinary circumftances nee’ 
{cruple the expence of the fweet briars, 2s there is not any plan 
more eafily or expeditioufly raifed; but if you have them not 
and do not choofe the trouble or delay of raifing them, the 
may be purchafed for a few fhillings per thouiand. ‘The briar 
abound with fo great a quantity of penetrating roo's and ante 
as foon to render any bank they are placed upon impenetrabl 
as a wall; and there is no plant yet difcovered fo proper fi 
filling up the gaps of old hedges of all kinds, where plants ¢ 
the fame fort with thefe hedges will not fucceed. But 1 tha. 
proceed to the inner fide of the bank. 

* Having furnifhed this with the beft earth you can preen 
flope it fo gradu: ally as that the rains may not wafh it down, t 
about three fect below the level of its top, which is allowing! 
foot of forced ioil above the furface, for a border to receive tl 
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cnornas. This border i {hould be at lealt two feet broad with in 
tie hedze, and made hollow, the bettcr to retain the moifure. 
Ou this plat nt your thorn S in ric kne {5 proportioned fo tne hae 
of your plants ; for the commoa run of thorns thre ce oF four 
years old, fix inches dittance is the general rule, but tor tout 
ones that have heen twice removed, and confequently Nave 
abundance of roots, a foot will be clofe vane, (hicfe thorns 

ought not to be planted upright, but fhould be laid »s near as 
may bein a horizonial pofiti ion, fo that the top of the one extend 
as tar, and be juft above the root of the other. This method of 
planting r, in place of a few vigorous rambling fhoots from the top 
of the plant, which is u ually the cafe wit h fuch as are planted 
perpendicular, will make them brufh from the bottom like a fan, 
and in two years, by keeping them as has been directed, they will 
be foclofe that a fmall bird caniot get through them. But let it 
be obferved, Ido not mean this to be praétifed in the nurfery, nor 
even in the ficld, for fuch as are above fix or feven years old, or 
that are planted above the height of two, or two and a half fect 
hich, as this oblique pofition, in large brufhy plants, will not 
admit of their roots having the fame itabilic ry to refift the winds 
as thofe placed upright.’ 

Before this fubject is difmiffed, a remark may be produced 
from the chapter on the yew-tree, that may be worth the con- 
fideration of the inhabitants of populous towns. ‘I thall, fays 
Mz. Bouscher, oniy add one a material quality more, though 
notrelated by any writer fo far as I know, and which is, that the 
seein ee of a bed made of yew, will moft certainly not be 
approached by buys. “Libis is a truth, confirmed to me by the 
experience of trees I had cut down and ufed mytelfin that way.’ 

We are informed, ina poftffcript to this treatife, that if the 
preient performance meets with a favourable reception from the 
Pablicy (of which, from its apparent merit, we have little 
doubt) the Author will foon publifh his improvements in the 
Culture of Fruit-trees; in which, he aflures us, he has had 
creat variety of experience. He does not ferup!e to add, that 
by following the plan which he propofes to communicate to the 
Public, we thall, to his * certain knowledge, eat at leat as 
rood fruit at Edinburgh as they now do at London, 
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Art. IV. Philo/ophical Tranfa@ions, Vol. LXV. Forthe Year 177¢, 
Parti. gto. 75s. Od. fewed. L. Davis. 


PAPERS relating to ANIMALELECTRICITY. 
Article 1. Lxperiments on the Vorpedo, made at Leghorn. By 
Dr. John Ingenhoufz, F. R.S. &c. 

HESE experiments confirm, fo far as they extend, thofe 
lately publifhed in the 7ravn/actions by Mr, Walth*, to 
which they were fubfequent. ‘The following are the moft ma- 
terial rcefults of the Author’s trials 
Having infulated himtelf, a a torpedo held in his hand, 
fo that his thumbs gently preiled the upper fide of thofe two 
foft bodies at the fice of the head, called mn/culi falcati by Redi 
and panane while his forefingers preiled the oppofite fide; 
he did not exhibit the leaft figns of being eleétrifted, whether 
the fifh gave him a fhock or not.—T he torpedo alone being 
infulated did not attraét light bodies; nor did it communicate 
any charge to a2 coated vial applied to it—When the fifh gave 
the fhock in the dark, no fpark was peiccived, nor was any 
crackling noife heard.—No fheck was given when the Author 
applied a brafs chain, inftead of his thumb, to the fide of the 
fifh :—but he does not feem to know, as is hinted in a note, 
that the torpedinal conimotion, which would have doubtlefs pafled 
through a rod of metal, might not be able to force a paflage 
through the numerous interruptions of continuity in a brafs 
chain.—It is to be obferved that the largeft of the torpedos, on 
which thefe experiments were made, did not exceed a foot in 
length. 
Aiticle 10. Experiments and Obfervations on the Gymnotus Elec- 
tricus, or Eveétrical Eel. By Hugh Wiiliamfon, M. D. 
The Gymnoius Eleétricus of South America appears to poffefs 
electrical powers greatly fuperior to thofe of the European zor- 
pedo. It is even related in the following article that fome of 
thefe fifth have been fecn in Surinam river, t ipwards of twenty 
feet long, whofe fi roke or fhock was inftant t'y fatal to thofe 
who uniuckily received it. That on which the Author made 
the experiments ak in this article, was three feet feven 
inches long, and had been brought from Guiana to Philadel- 
phia, where it exhibited the following among other phenomena. 
On putting a {mall living ffh into the veffel in which it 
fwam, it was fuddenly ftunned and killed by it. The effed 
was evidently produced by aconcufion which was fcle by the 
Author, whofe fingers were dipped into the water, at the very 
moment that tNe fifi was fhocked by it.—Eight or ten perfons 
forming a circle were all fhocked by it, provided the firft in 
ihe {cries touched the eel, and the at = his hand into the 
vater in which it fwam. wit he commotion given by it was con- 
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yeyed through the fame metallic or other conductors as convey 
the eleétric fluid; and was intercepted by the common non- 
conduGtors of that fluid.—It was fometimes {trong enough to 

afs through a brafs chain, if the links were not too numerous, 
and the chain tenfe:—but the following experiment would 
furnifh the moft complete proof of the identity of the torpedinal 
and elerical commotions, if the Author had not expreffed him- 
felf dubioufly in relating it. 

Two pieces of brafs wire, rounded at their ends, and of the 
thicknefs of a crow-quill, were made part of the circuit, which 
was however interrupted by placing their extremities oppofite 
to each other in a frame of wood, fo as that by means of a 
{crew they might be fixe! at different diftances from each other. 
When they were feparated one-fiftieth part of an inch, no 
fhock was felt by thofe who held the other extremities of the 
wires: but when the interval between them was no greater 
than the thicknefs of double-poft paper, the concuffion was felt ; 
fo that, fays the Author, it * doubtlefs leaped from the point of 
one wire to the other, though,’ he adds, * we were not fo for- 
tunate as to render the {parks generally vifible.’ 

Thofe who are moft converfant in this fubject, and who are 
beft acquainted with the defign and importance of this experi- 
ment, will be moft hurt by the dubious and inexplicit manner 
in which the Author relates the refulc of it. From the Jatt- 
mentioned expreflion the Reader will certainly be inclined to 
conclude that fparks were, at leaft, /ometimes vilible in the in- 
terval between the extremities of the two wires. If this were 
the cafe, an appearance of iuch importance, never yet obferved, 
though carefully inquired into, by others, ought undoubtedly 
to have been defcribed in a more pofitive and decifive manner: 
but from what follows, to the end of the paragraph, the doubt- 
ing Reader is led to fufpeét that the /parss, inftead of having 
been only at generally vitible, were not feen at all. For after 
mentioning the difficulty of exciting this fifh, and its bad ftate 
of health, the Author concludes the paragraph by adding that 
‘ perhaps hire emitted by eels lately taken, might be rendered 
vilible,’ 

Article 11. An Account of the Gymnotus Eleétricus, &c. By 
Dr. Alexander Garden, M. D. 

In this Article the Author pretty minutely defcribes the form, 
fize, and other external appearances of the Jargeft of five elec- 
trical eels, which he examined at Charles-Town in South-Ca- 
rolina, whither they had been brought from Surinam. It is 
not eafy, as he obferves, and it certainly cannot be a pleafant 
tafk, to examine very accurately an animal fo uncommonly 
irritable and hafty, and endowed with powers fo very incon- 
venient to the inquirer, His experiments confirm many of the 
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obfervations already made by others. They feem particularly 
to prove the neceflity of forming a proper communication be- 
tween the different parts o} the fi ith, in order to receive a fhock 
from it; though {ome perfons have atirmed that they have 
been fhocked on toucuing the fifth with one hand ooly. This 
however may have happened, by means of fome unobferved 
communication, which the operator might have with the vedlcl 
or the water in which the fifh was contained, 
CHEMISTRY. 

Article 4. The Defcription of an Apparatus for impregnating Va- 
ter with bixed Ar; and of the Manner of conduéting that Pro- 
ces. By John Mervin Nooth, M.D. F.R.S. 

The procefs for impregnating water with fixed air is appli- 
cable to fo many ufetul purpofes in philofophy, and particu- 
Jarly in chemiftry and medicine ; that we wilh to make this 
new method of conduéting it genersliy known. It is not per- 
haps eafy to convey a clear idea of this apparatus, without the 
drawing that accompanies the prefent article. The philofophi- 
cal Reader, however, will probably comprehend the general 
principles on which it is coniftructed from the following de- 
{cription. 

The npparstes confifts of three diftin® glafs veflels, in the 
firft or loweft of which the effervefcing fubftances are to be 
put. The fecond or middle veflel, which contains the water 
or other fluid that is to be impregnated with fixed air, is of a 
globular form, refembling an electrical globe; having two 
necks, the loweft of which (accurately ground fo as to make 
the junture air tight) is inferted into the mouth of the lower 
veflel ; while its upper neck receives the third or uppermoft 
veflel, which is likewite of a globular form; except that it ter- 
minates, at its inferior extremity, in a bent tube, which de- 
fcends into the cavity of the middle veilel. Its upper neck has 
a ground glafs ftopper adapted to it. 

"The middle glafs being filled with the water that is to be 
impregnated, and the empty upper vellel being fitted to it; 

ome diluted vitriolic acid is to be put into the loweft olf, 
and fome powdered chalk is to be added to it. The two up- 
per conjoined veflels are now to be adapted to the lower veficl. 

The fixed air expelled from the chalk pafle § up into the water 

coutamned in the middie glafs, through its lower neck, in which | 

a valve is placed, which gives a paflage to the air, but prevents 

the deicent of the fuperin: cumbent water. _io proportion as the 

fixed air rifes into the middle veficl, it forces up an equal buik 
of water, through the curve tube, into the upper one. ‘dhe 
upper velle!, in fact, or rather the water thus driven up ino 


it, may be conlid ered asa ki nd or lic iu wid inoy eab! e fion; per 3 {ee i 
cluding « he water contained in the stile veflel from ali zene 
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diate communication with the atmofphere ; ; firft afcending and 
yielding to the influx of fixed air into the middle veffel, and 
afterwards, on the abforption of the fixed air, defcending and 
occupying the fpace deferted by it. 

When the createft part of the fixed air has been abforbed by 
the water in the middle veflel, the remaining and lefs foluble 
part of it may be let out, by lifting up the hit rheft vetlel, and 
fuffering all the water contained in it to defcend, and again fll 
the middle olafs. Frefh chalk may then be thrown into the 
lower velici ; and the two upper gialies are to be inftantly re- 
placed. It is evident, from the very principles on ‘which this 
machine Is coutiouiiel. that, in order fully to fetwrate the wa- 
ter with fixed air, the preceding procefs muft be repeated three 
or four times. Itis fearce neceflary to add that the impregna= 
tion may be vreatly accelerated by occafionally removing the 
tw 0 conjoined upper veficls from the lower one, and forcibly 
avitating the water and fixed air together. 

Frais the experience that we have had of this apparatus, 
which has fince received fome 1 improvements from Mr. Paiker 
in Fleet-ftreet, where it is fold, it appears to us a commodious 
and elegant machine ; well adapted, in particular, to the ufe of 
thofe who are not accultomed to the performance cf philofophical 
experiments, and who would choofe to manufacture their own 
Py:mont water; or who may happen to be prejudiced againft 
the ufe of a bh la der, which is employ ed in one of the two me- 
thods of impregnating water, invented by Dr. Prieftley. That 
method however poflefles fome peculiar advantages in the hands 
of an experimental philofopher ; nor can we help thinking that 
the Author’s objection to the ufe of a bladder (as communi- 
cating to the impregnated water an offenfive and ¢ wrinons fla- 
vour,’ which is, in general, £ fo a that it cannot be 
fwallowed without fome degree of reluctance’) is fomewhat 
finical, and founded rather upon whim than fa&t.—At leatt, 
we have never found ourfelves polletted of the gufius eruditus in 
a fufficient degrce, to make us fenfible of the wrzuous tafte here 
complained of, though we have made numerous trials with Dr. 
Prieftley’s > apparatus, In fact, if the Author ufes the term uri- 
m34S according to its common acceptation; we cannot conceive 
how a tafte or favour of that kind can be communicated by a 
clean and drv bladder. If, with the chemifls, he employs it as 
fynonimous to e/catine or lixivial; itis certain that fixed air is 
fo far from e€om anieniae to water an alcaline or Jixivia! fia- 

vour, acquired from fubftan Ices poliefling that quality, tha:, on 
the contrary, it co mpietcly dettroys it; as we fhall, ere long 
have occafion to demonftrate. 

Dr. Nooth’s apparatus is, however, ingenioufly Imagined, 
and fully an fwers its principal purpofe, of preparing an Src 
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lent artificial Pyrmont Water. The fubfequent improvements 
in the apparatus, which we have feen and ufed, principally con-- 
fit in adding a neck, fitted with a ground ftopper, to the fide 
of the middle veflel ; through which the operator may at any 
time draw off, and tafte the impregnated water, in the courfe 
of the procefs. “The ftopper of the uppermoft veffel has likewife 
a {mall perforation running through it; fo that it may at all 
times be kept in its place, without any danger of explofions ; 
and the uppermoft liquor ts not liable to fo great a lofs of the 
fixed airy with which it may have been impregnated, as it is 
fubjected to when the communication with the common air is 
left more open. 

Durise a courfe of experiments, made with this apparatus, 
in which it was neceflary to carry on the fume procefs for feve- 
ral days, we have wifhed that this diffipation could be ftill furs 
ther diminithed, or tctally prevented, This end might be 
anfwered, by difcovering fome eafy method of keeping the void 
{pace in the upper veflel con! tantly occunied by fixed, inftead 
of common, air; or by the difcovery of fome taftclefs fluid, im- 
mifcible with, 2nd lighter than water, and impervious to fixed 
air, if there exifts fuch a fluid; which might be poured on the 
furface of the uppermoft liquor, and intercept its communica- 
tion with the atmofphere. We have failed in applying {weet 
oi] to this purpofe, which is fuppofed to abforb fixed air with 
great difliculty. In the fpace of two days, its lower furface 
was feen ftudded with innumerable fmall bubbics of the fixed 
air, which had deferted the water, and were foliciting entrance 
into the oil, which was foon afterwards found to be impreg- 
nated with it. Perhaps this defideratum may be hereafter fup- 
plied through the ingenuity of others. In operating on fmall 
quantities, for the purpofe of experiment, mercury is excel- 
lently adapted to the impregnating any fluid with its maximum 
of fixed air, on immerging into it the neck of the inverted 
vial, which receives its fixed air by means of Dr. Prieftley’s 
2p} Jaratus. 

We fhall only further add, that if a proper flexible fubftance 
could be difcovered, or a common bladder could be fo prepared, 
by oiling it, or other means, as to be rendered impervious 
to fixed and common air; it might anfwer the above-mentioned 
purpofe effectually, either by tying it, empty, to the perfo- 
rated f{topper, at the beginning of the procefs, after the upper 
vellci has been filled with the water; firft adjufting the length 
of the bent tube, and the quantity of the effervefcent materials, 
fo as that, after the uppermottveflel has been filled with the water, 
a confiderabie portion of fixed air may afcend through it into the 
bladder; or by previoufly introducing into the bladder a proper 
quantity of fixed air, expelled from materials contained in a vial. 
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The expedient might be rendered more fimple, and perhaps 
-pot much lefs effectual, by only fuffering the common air con- 
‘tained in the uppermoft veflel to afcend into the bladder ; for 
as that fuid can probably dificlve, cr fufpend only a determi- 
nate and moderate quantity of fixed air; when it were once 
faturated with it, ic would no longer deprive the liquor in the 
uppermoft vefiel of any part of the fixed air which it had im- 
bibed: whereas, even through the perforated ftopper of Mr. 
Parker’s apparatus, finall as the aperture is, frefh portions of 
atmofpherical air neceflarily continue to enter the upper veflel, 
in proportion as the fixed air is condenfed in the middle glafs ; 
and confequently rob the liquor of a part of the fixed air, with 
which it had been impregnated*, ‘Thefe expedients are not 
wanted in the common procefs for impregnating {imple water; 
but fome contrivances of this kind would be of great ufe in 
certain other procefles, of much longer continuance, as we 
have experienced. 

Article 9. Experiments on a new colouring Subfiance, from the 
Ijland of Amjierdam, in the South Sta. By Mr, Peter Woulfe, 
F.R.S. 

This new colouring fubftance is of the refinous kind, and 
has a good deal of aflinity to 4unctta. It gives out its colouring 
matter to fpirit of wine, which it tinges of a yellowcolour. It 
is diflolved likewife in oil of turpentine, vitriolic zther, and in 
folutions of fixed and volatile alcali, and of foap. By thefe 
folutions, filk, woollen-cloth, and linen, receive various fhades 
of yellow and orange; which, however, are difcharged on boil- 
ing the dyed fubltances in foap and water. It can therefore be 
of ule only in dying filk, and woollen cloths; for which pur- 
pofes, the Author obferves, we are already furnifhed with good 
dyes. Few colouring drugs, he adds, go fo far in dying, and 
none dye fo fpeedily ; efpecially when a folution of foap is ems 
ployed, which may perhaps be ufed with advantage, as the fol- 
vent for fevéral other colours. 

PHySicAL GEOGRAPHY. 

Article 2. An Account of Two Giants Caufeways, or Groups of 

prifmatic bafaltine Columns, Sc. in the Venetian State in Italy, 


fc, By John Strange, fq; F. R. S. 











* Might not the Cacutchouc. or elailic refin of Cavenne, if it could 
be moulded into a thin, and yielding bladder-like form, be well 
adapted to this particular purpofe? Jt pofiefles the excellent quality 
of refifting the action of alinowt every known fluid, except ather,. 
‘The blacder, however, in another refpect, would be preferable ; 
unlefs we could diminifh the remarkable elaiticity of this refin, which, 
in the prefent cate, is rather difadvantageous, An account of M. 
Macquer's Chemical Examen of this fubitance will be found in the 
#eppendix to our 46th Volume (1772), p. 689. 
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In our laft Appendix [Vol. lii. page 619], the Reader wil! 
find an account of the obfervat ions lately made by M. Defma- 
ref{t, on the origin and nature of the Bafalres in general, founded 
on an accurate examination of the numerous and extenfive 
groups of this {tone fpread over the provinces of Auvergne and 
Velay in France. In this Article Mr. Strange partic Narly de- 
fcribes two groups of prifmatic bafaltine columns, difcovered 
by him in the Venetian ftate; illuftrating his defcriptions by 
two topographical views, as well as other drawings relative 
to the fubject; and adding fome pertinent ob/ervations on the 
characters and formation of theie and other fimilar vulcanic 
concretions, as well as on the phyfical geography of the coun- 
tries, in which they are found. 

With refpect to the origin of thefe bodics, he contraverts the 
common opinion of the {y{tematical mineralogifts, who gene- 

rally afcribe their formation, 2s well as that of the greater part 
of lapideous fojids, to a depofition of ftoney matter from an 
aqueous fluid : on thecontrary, he thinks that it is evident, from 
various confiderations refpecting their ftructure, fituation, and 
other phenomena, that they are * chryftallizations, or concre- 
tions of a particular kind, and generated immediately from an 
igneous fluid ;’ as they are not only peculiar to vulcanic traéts of 
country, but differ in every refpecét from the common chryttals 
produced, firaium juper jiratum, by the flow and tucceflive pre- 
cipitation of the ftoney particles conrained in water. He ac- 
cordingly attributes their formation to fome intriniic principle 
of organization, operating on an ignited fluid; on the concre- 
tion, or confolidation of which, ‘ the organic principle may be 
fuppofed to have — d ‘ie Seon in a Jarye mafs, and 
to have produced thefe bedies in the fame manner, as a linget of 
metal concretes at once in the mould.’ This opinion is well 
fupported by various obfervations, bur for thefe we mutt refer the 

Reader to the Article itfeif; the general doctrines contained in 

which will receive a {tronger confirmation from a more particu- 

lar account of the vulcanic phenomena in the provinces of 

Auvergne and Velay, which the Author propoles hereafter to 

communicate to the Society. 

Mystic. 

Article 5. Acccunt of a Mulia: Injirument, which was brought by 
Captain Foxrneaux, frm the Ile of Amflerdam, in the South 
Seas, 19 London, inthe Lear 1774, and siven ti the Royal Society. 
By Jofhua Steel, Eig. 

Article 6. Remarks on a larser Syflem of Reed Pipes, from ibe Ife 
of Amflerdam, w:th {me Obfervaticns on the Nife Flute of 
Otaheite. by the fame. 

In thefe two Articles the Author has difplayed a minutene’s of 
inveltication, and a profulion of ancient mufical exudition, on 

a fubject 
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a fubj & ilk adapted, in our opinion, to fo laboured and fcien- 
tifica difcuffion. The mutical inftrumentimported from the Ifle 
of Amfterdam, appears to us to be neither more nor lefs than the 
Lusk, or fiflula Panis; the refult of the frit rude and inartifi- 
cial attempts to produce fomething like mutic, which have been 
made in moft countries of the world, where reeds or canes grew. 
The various arbitrary, and indeterminate founds, given by the 
reed pipes of the barbarous iflanders of the South Seas, nearly 
all of which we would undertake to produce by the weaker, or 
{tronger blowing through a penny whifile, are here ferioufly, 
and ferupuloufly, compared with the diatonic and chromatic genera 
of the polifhed Greeks. Such a comparifon, were not the Au- 
thor perfectly ferious throughout the whole of thefe two Arti- 
ticles, might appear as an intended folemn mockery of ancient 
wifdom. The Author acknowledges, however, that the South 
Sea inftrument does not, from his experiments, appear capable 
of furnifhing founds correfponding with the drefes, or quarter 
tones, in the enharmonic genus of the ancients. From hence we 
are very naturally Jed to conclude, that the exbarmonic divifion, 
at leaft, of the Yitrachord, is yet unknown to our mufical 
brethren among the Antipodes. 

Neverthclefs, that our good friends, the Otaheitans, how 
Jame foever they may be in theory, or in the fabrication of 
mufical inftruments, practife the intervals of the diefis, and 
{till minuter divifions of the tone, we have fome reafon to 
conclude, from the teftimony of a fober and difcreet perfon, 
who has a tclerable good ear, and has heard Omiah fing 
one of his country fongs. ‘The melody, in fact, feemed to 
be whoily exbarmenic—flubbering and fliding from found to 
found by fuch minute intervals, as are not to be found in any 
known fezle, and which made it appear to him as mufic,—if it 
could be called mufic, of another world. According to Mr. 
Siecle, the nofe flute of Otzhcite affords, with a moderate 
blaft, four founds which procced, in an afcending feries, by the 
intervals of a femitone, a tone, and a femione. The Author has 
given us two fpecimens of melody compoied by himfelf, on 
this fcanty {cale, and written according to our notation. We 
violently fufpect, however, that thefe tunes would fcarce be 
recognized, as juft fpecimens of his country mufic, by Omiah ; 
from whom we think our Author might have derived more 
knowledge of this fubjedt, by only liftening to one of his 
longs, than by thus Iearnedly conjecturing what, and how, his 
countrymen fing, or may poliibly fing, @ priori. 

MiscELLANEOUS ARTICLES, 
Article 52. Experiments and Osfcrvations in an heated Room. By 
Charles Blagden, M.D. FL RLS. 
Thefe 
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Thefe experiments were made by Dr. George Fordyce, in 
a fuite of rooms heated by flues in the floor; in one of 
which the air was in a dry ftate, and in another was loaded 
with moifture, by pouring boiling water on the floor. In 
fome of thefe experiments, in which the Door was accom- 
panied by the Honourable Captain Phipps, Mr. Banks, Dr. 
Solander, and the Author, thefe gentlemen breathed, without 
fuffering much inconvenience, in a room heated, at different 
periods of the experiment, from 150 to 210 degrees of Fah- 
renheit’s thermometer ; while the heat of their bodies rofe very 
Jictle above its ufual ftate, ‘Their watch chains, however, 
aud other picces of metal, felt fo hot that they could fcarce 
bear to touch them for a moment. It appears too that the 
heat of the room was very fenfibly diminifhed by their en- 
trance into and continuing in it. We muft refer to the ar- 
ticle itfelf for the many other curious phenomena that were 
obierved in thefe trials, and which are too numerous and con- 
tain too many circumftances, to admit of a fatisfaCtory abridge- 
ment. 

From the whole of thefe experiments the Author concludes 
that the human body has a power of de/iraying heat; and that 
this power, as well as that of generating heat, according as 
the circumftances of its fituation require, can only be referred 
to ‘the principle of fife itfelf, and is probably exercifed only 
in thofe parts of our bovies in which “fe feems peculiarly to 
refide.”—That fome procefs exifts in Hving animal bodies, 
by which heat is produced, and which is different from the 
common procefles of fermentation, putrefaction, and mecha- 
nical attrition, as carried on among the particles of inani- 
mate matter, is very evident: but by attributing the heat thus 
generated to * the principle of life,’ nothing more is done 
than the giving a name tothe unknown caufe of it; for no 
one is ignorant that this power does not exift in a dead car- 
cafe.—The Reader will meet with fome refle&tions of ours 
on this fubject, in our Review of Dr. Franklin’s Letters, Je. 
in vol. 42, April 1770, page 301, &c. 

As to the other power, which living animals are fuppofed 
to poflefs, of de/lroying heat, when breathing in a medium con- 
fiderably hotter than their bodies; we fhall only obferve (not 
meaning, however, to deny the reality of it) that the Author 
feems to have almoft wholly overlooked a circumftance which 
appears to deferve contideration in the prefent cafe ; at leaft 
with regard to the quantum or intenfity of this refrigerating 
power in living animals. A confiderable part of it, with re- 
{pect to the human body, may very naturally be afcribed to 
the comparative coldnefs of a bulky mafs of folid and fluid 

matter 
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matter brought into conta& with the heated air. The heat 
communicated to the external furface of the body muft, in 
the firft place, be continually diminifhed by mere communi- 
cation or diffufion, as in the cafe of a dead body of the fame 
bulk, denfity, &c. and, in the next place, this heat muft be 
further diminifhed, in confequence of the circulation, or of 
the conftant and fucceffive arrival of the relatively cool mafs 
of circulating fluids, moving from the centre, or interior parts 
of the body, to the circumference. We have formerly fug- 
gefted this idea, on giving an account of fome experiments 
of a fimilar kind, made by Meffis. Du Hamei and Tillet ; 
and publifhed in the Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences at 

Paris for the year 17643 in the courfe of which a female 

falamander, breathed, during more than ten minutes, without 

complaint, the air in an oven heated more than 70 degrees 
above the heat of boiling water. For this account the Reader 

is referred to the Appendix to our 38th volume, page 578. 

It appears from the Author’s experiments that even a bod 
of fo {mall abulk as a thermometer, brought into the heated 
room, had not acquired the real heat of the air by feveral 
degrees, in the fpace of 20 minutes, which was as long a 
time as any of thofe gentlemen remained init. ‘To form a 
rude eftimate of the guantum of refrigerating power poflefled 
by a living body, independent of fimple communication, it 
might be worth while to try what quantity of heat would be 
acquired (or deftroyed) by a mafs of fluid, or rather fluid 
and folid matter intermixed, equal in bulk to the human body, 
and frequently agitated, in order more nearly to imitate the 
diffufion produced in a living body, by means of the circu- 
lation. Hence, we fhould imagine, fome conjectures might be 
formed how much of the abovementioned retrigerating power 
is to be afcribed to the vital energy in living animals. 

Articie*13. The fuppofed Efficts of boiling upon Water, in dif- 
pofing it to frecze more readily, ajcertained by Experiments. By 
Jofeph Black, M. D. Profeflor of Chemiitry at Edin- 
burgh, &c, 

Two facts appear to be afcertaincd by the experiments and 
obfervations related in this article ;—firit, that water which 
has been boiled fome time will, ceteris paribus, freeze fooner 
than water which has not been boiled; and fecondly, that 
a flight difturbance of the fluid difpofes it to freeze more 
fpeedily. This laft circumftance Jed the Author to the difco- 
very of the caufe which, in his opinion, accelerates the freez- 
ing of boiled water. The difference he fuppofes to proceed 
from hence ;—that water, which has been boiled, has lott 
the air naturally contained in it; and which, on expofure to 
the atmofphere, it begins to attract and abforb. During this 
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procefs of abforption, which probably continues a confider- 
able time, a motion is neceperny produced among its parti- 
cles, flight indeed and imperceptible, but probably fufficient to 
accelerate its congelation. In usiboiled water, this difturb- 
ing caufe does not exift. 

We recollect on this occafion an obferyation made by M. 
Baume, applicable to the prefent fubject, and which is rela- 
lative to the chrvflallization +f falts. After obferving, in con- 
fequence of M. de Mairan’s and his own experience, the fin- 
oular circumfance of water bearing a dezrec of cold ten de- 
grecs below the freezing point, without being congealed, if it 
be kept perfectly at reft ; he aflerts that though a confiderable 
degree of motion deranges the order and configuration of the 
chryftals of a falt, yet a flight and almoft imperceptible mo- 
tion is sbfalutely neceflary in the procefs of chryftallization. 
He has filled bottles with faturated folutions of faits, which 
ought to have chryftallized on cooling, but which have flood 
four days without furnifbing the leaft appearance of chryftals, 
becaufe the fluid was kept in a ftate of perfect reft: but on 
the flighteft degree of motion given to the veflels, chryftals 
have been im rediately produced; and, which is remarkable, 
they were regular and well formed, though their production 
was fo rapid, and nearly inftantaneous * 

We need only to fpecify the fubjects or titles of the re- 
maining articles. In the third is contained an ¢ Enquiry to 
few what were the antient Enelifh Weight and Meafure, 
according to the Laws and Statutes prior to the Reign of 
Henry the Seventh; by enty Norris, Efq;’ In the ath arti- 
cle is given the cefcription of 2 new Dipping Needle, by Mr. 
J. Lorimer, of Penfacola, the conftrudion of which is not 
very intelligibly deferibed, through Qn want of a drawing. 
poate 14th article contains the refults cf fome experi- 

nents on the Dipping Needle, made ts Mr. Thomes Hutch- 
ins, at the defire of the Royal Society, in the year 1774, 
inthe Ifles of Orkney, and different parts of Hucfon’s Bay. 
—In the &th article Dr. pene gives the Bill of Morta- 
lity in the city of Chefter, for the year 773, with a few 
obfervations upon it relative to the probabilities of life:— 
and in the 15th and laft article is given a Moctecrological 
Journal for the year 1774, kept at the Royal Societ y’s oti 
by order of the prefident and council. Annexed to this j Our- 
nal is an account of fome obfervations on the acadion of 
the Magnetic Needle, during the months of Auguft and Sep- 
tember 1774, from the mean of which it appears “that the varie 
ation was at that time 21 degrees 16 minutes welt. 
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Art. V. Conclufion of the Account of Macpherfon’s Hiftory of Greae 
Britain. See Review for July laft. 


HE circumftance, which, from the time of the Revo- 

lution to the death of queen Anne, particularly diftin- 
guifhes Mr. Macpherfon’s Hiftory, from other hiftories of the 
fame period, is the minute account given of the fecret in- 
trigues of many of the principal perfons of this country, with 
the exiled James, and his fon; and the latter part of the work 
is ftill farther enriched from the correfpondence which was 
carried on with the houfe of Hanover. 

Though we by no means afford that entire credit to the 
aflertions of the agents for the Stuart family, which feems to 
have been given by our Author, yet we readily admit the fact ; 
nor are we at all furprifed, that a confiderable number of 
men of rank fhould make profeffions of attachment to the 
excluded prince. Several of them, undoubtedly, did it from 
real, though miftaken, principle: others, who were diflatisfied 
with king William’s conduat, might believe that James would 
be glad to receive his crown again, upon terms wholly fa- 
vourable to the liberty of the fubject. ‘This was probably the 
cafe with regard to admiral Ruflel; if he was fincere in 
his engagements, which may juftly be queftioned. Others, 
again, though really preferring the new eftablifhment, might 
be willing to provide for the fecurity of their eftates and per- 
fons, in the event of achange. The Jacobite party was fo 
numerous and powerful, that no one could tell how foon the 
fyftem of the Revolution might be overturned; and, there 
fore, we cannot wonder that the great, who are ufually more 
anxious for their honours and fortunes than for the public 
good, fhould wifh to be fafe, whatever alterations might 
happen. 

If all who, in this hiftory, are reprefented as declaring 
their attachment to James, bad been in earneft, it is ftrange 
that Wilham was not dethroned. We, neverthelefs, find, 
that in any critical emergencies, the body of the people, the 
two houfes of pariiament, and even feveral of the men who 
are defcribed as caballing with the ceurt of St. Germains, cone 
cutred in fupporting the government eftablifhed by law. 

In relating the events of the year 1693, Mr. Macpherfon 
gives the following defcription of the zeal of a great part 
of the nation, for the reftoration of king James: 

‘ Though James depended much upon the zeal of admiral Ruf- 
fel, he derived {lill greater hopes from the marquis of Caermar- 
then, Though that lord was in part prime minifter to William, 
he had entered into the moft folemn engagements with the late 
king. He had promifed to gain to his intereft the county of 
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York, of which he was lord-lieutenant ; to furrender to him the 
citadel of Hull, of which he was governor. The want of fuccefs 
by land, the difgraces at fea, the unpopularity and forbidding 
manner of William, his bad flate of health, which promifed no 
permanency to the fabric which he had reared, difappointments 
in fome, a return of their former principles in others, the difcon- 
tents and even levity of all, had increafed, to a furprifing degree, 
the party of the abdicated king. ‘lhe Whigs were equally for- 
ward with the Tories ; and more dangerous, as they were more re- 
folute in their political views, In the lift of noble correfpondents 
with the court of St. Germains, the two parties were blended with 
one another, in the prefent year. James had received the moft 
folemn aflurances from four dukes, four marquifes, twenty earls, 
four vifcounts, eleven barons, befide the Roman Catholics, in every 
degree of nobility. 

‘ The whole body of the non-juring clergy, confiiting of fix bi- 
fhop:, and fix hundred minifiers, and four fitths of thofe who had 
had taken the oaths, were ready to join the late king, to preach 
in favour of his authority, to convince the people that the Pro- 
teftant religion was in no dangcr. The cities of Briftol and Exeter 
in the weft, and in the north the town of Bofton, had fignified 
their loyalty to James, through their refpective leaders, The earl 
of Yarmouth, in the name of feventeen baronets, and one hun- 
dred and thirty gentlemen, promifed for the county of Norfolk. 
‘The gentlemen of Effex aflured the late king, that they would join 
him with a body of cavalry, ata propertime. ‘The earl of Litch- 
field promifed for the county and city of Oxford. The earl of 
Lindfey for the county of Lincoln. Sir John Friend anfwered for 
a regiment ct cavalry and two of militia, with which he hoped 
to pofiefs himfelf of the Tower. Colonel Selwin promifed for 
Tilbury fort and a regiment of infantry ; Lieutenant-colonel Row 
for his own regiment, Colonel Greenville for that of his uncle the 
Karl of Bath. Crawford, governor of Sheernefs, undertook to de- 
liver that fort to James. The marquis of Caermarthen, then pre- 
fident of the council, promifed for Hull. ‘The private foldiers, 
in fome regiments, had formed affociations for the late king. One 
hundred troopers of the royal regiment of cavalry acquainted him, 
that they had fufficient credit with their companions, to bring back 
the whole to their former allegiance. ‘Ihey even folemnly under- 
took to * cut the throa:s’ of fuch of their comrades and officers, as 
fhould dare to oppofe their defign. In the north of England, feven 
regiments of cavalry and dragoons were privately lifted, under offi- 
cers, bearing commiflions from the late king. 

* It is remarkable, that thofe who had been the moft violent 
enemies of James when he was onthe throne, were his moft zeal- 
ous friends in his dilircis, !he county of Somerfet, the feat of 
Monmouth’s rebellion and Jefferys’s cruelties, was now ready to re- 
ceive him with open arms. ‘The town of Taunton itfelf, that had 
fuffered fo much eight years before, for oppofing James, exprefied 
the greateit afleciion for his perfon and the warmeft zeal for his 
reftoration. ‘The legal feverities of the year 1685 mutt, therefore, 
have been exaggerated ; or the people acquitted the king of the ri- 
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nrous conduct of his fervants. ‘The lord Powlet, and the majo- 
rity of the gentlemen of the county, together with the citizens of 
Taunton, folemnly engaged themfelves to James, to rife in his 
caufe. Even individuals were as untteady to their former principles, 
as bodies of men. ‘The famous Fergufon, who had uniformly 
abetted the oppoiition to the late king, ull he loft his throne, 

employed, at this time, all the vehemence of his aétive {pirit in 
his caufe. Tle requelted, he even implored him to invade the king- 

—. To teitify his own zeal, to encourage James with a certainty 

{ his gant he propofed to deliver himfelf up in France to be 
pont d with death, fhould the enterprife fail Some of the 
clergy, who had moft oppofed James, ran fo violently into the 
other extreme, that they were determined to form themfelves into 
a company of volunteers, to ferve in the regiment commanded by 
Sir fohn Friend. 

‘ The zeal of the clergy proceeded from their high principles in 
favour of monarchy. But to what principle can be afcribed, the 
relentings of the earl of Sunderland? That nobleman, who had 
hurried James i into his worit meafures, to accomplith his ruin, en- 
ceavoured, by the like condutt, to place him again on the throne. 
Wiliam havine diftinguithed Sunderland with his favour, for 
former fervices, furnifhed that lord, a fecond time, with an oppor- 
tunity io betray. Having, with his ufual addrefs, convinced the 
adherents of king James. “of the fincerity of his repentance, he wrote 
a letter full of contrition for his paft conduct to that prince. He 
told him, thata defcent, witha competent force, was the only means 
of finifhing the misfortunes of the king, and the miferies of the 
nation. He informed him, that from the ftate of the kingdom, an 
invafion could not fail of fuccefs. He declined to enter into par- 
ticulars, becaufe he was afraid his majefty did not confide fuflici- 
ently in his advice. But when he fhould be afflured that the king 
was fatished with his fidelity, he promifed to fend tne beit intelli- 
gence ; and to contribute all in his power to his fervice. ‘The earl 
of Arran vouched for the fincerity of Sunderland. The earl of 
Marlborough pleaded in his favour, but James had felt fo much 
from his treachery before, that even his purfuing the natural bias 
of his mind, with regard to William, could not convince him, for 
fome time, that Sunderland was fincere.’ 

On diligently comparing the preceding account, with the 
papers on the authority of which it is founded, we think our 
Hiftorian has Jaid a greater flrefs upon them than the matter 
will bear. The four dukes, four marquifes, twenty earls, 
four vifcounts, and eleven barons, from whom James is here 
repietented as having received * the moft folemn aflurances,’ 
are only mentioned, in general, by one of the agents of that 
= as being $ for him.’ « 7 hefe folemn affurances,’ with 

egard to the greater part of the nobility fpecified > do not at 
iP appear ; and even the writer himfelf, who drew up fo 
flattering a view of the concurrence of the Englifh in favour 


of his mafter, is obliged to acknowledge, that ‘* it is true, 
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there are not convincing proofs of all this.” Neither is the 
letter of lord Sunderland to be found in the Stuart colleGion, 
He is pofitively faid, however, to have written fuch a letter 
as is defcribed by Mr. Macpherfon ; and, confidering the du- 
plicity of that nobleman’s character, there can be little rea- 
fon to doubt the truth of the fact. Allowing that many per- 
fons of rank made profeflions of attachment to James, and 
that numbers wifhed weil to his caufe, it is {till certain that 
the accounts of the affair are exaggerated. “The agents of 
the excluded monarch were mifled, partly by their own eager- 
nefs, and partly from the defign of encouraging and engag ng 
Lewis XIV. to fupport James with a powerful army: for moit of 
the papers, which exalt the ftrength and zeal of the Jacobite party, 
were intended as memorials for the court of France. Our opi- 
nion, upon this fubject, is farther confirmed by the dire& tefti- 
mony of one of the more judicious adherents to the Stuart fa- 
mily. This gentleman was induced, by the diiterent fentiments 
which prevaiied, concerning the power and number of James’s 
friends, to travel round the kingdom, that he might be able to 
give a juft and fatisfactory account to the court of St. Ger- 
mains; and he found, in general, that neither the number 
nor the power of the Jate king’s friends was fo confider- 
able as he had been made to believe; and that there was 
no room to expect the hearty concurrence of the Proteftanrs, 
in replacing him upon the throne. Our Hiftorian fhould 
have paid fome attention to this enna: which occurs in 
the original papers, when he was reprefenting the ftate of the 
nation. — 

Among the perfons who are defcribed as intriguing with 
the excluded family, none make fo diftinguifhed a figure as 
the lord Godolphin and the duke of Marlborough. ‘lheir 
profeffions of attachment to that family appear to ‘have been 
reiterated, at intervals, by Godolphin, to his death, and by 
Marlborough, to the acceffion of the houfe of Hanover. The 
proofs of this are fo numerous, that the truth of the fa@ 
cannot reafonably be called in queftion. Neither are we 
greatly furprifed at the conduct of thefe two noblemen. Both of 
them were originally Tories; they had been highly favoured 
and promoted by king James; they were aitachcd to him by 
gratitude and affection: but they facrificed their principles to 

ambition and intereft. We know there was an opinion in the 
earl of Godolphin’s family, that be was permitted to corre- 
fpond with the Stuarts, for political purpofes; which opinion, 
if true, may be thought to exculpate him in fome degree. 
Upon the whole, however, the ftrength of evidence is in fa- 
vour of his having acted from perfonal inclination. As to 
the duke of Marlborough, Torcy’s Memoirs have already 
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afforded abundant proof of his feeming zeal for the pretender. 
At the fame time, he was equally ardent in his profeffions 
to the elector of Hanover, Indeed, it 1s very apparent, from 
the hiftory and papers before us, that he was aman void of 
integrity. His difcovery, in 1694, of the defign againft Brett, 


. 


the evidence of which is decilive, was a fhameful act of 
treachery. 

Our Author’s charaer of king William is ingenious and 
elaborate : but we think that it plainly partakes of the pre- 
judice againft that prince, which we noticed in a former ar- 
ticle. Though we, by no means, confider William as having 
been exempt from faults, we have a much higher opinion 
both of his abilities and integrity than is entertained by Mr. 
Macpherfon. Part of our Hiftorian’s character of this moe 
narch we fhall Jay before our Readers : 

‘ In the diftribution of favours, he was cold and injudicious, 
In the punifhinent of crimes, of:en too eafy, and fometimes too fe- 
vere. He was parfimonious where he fhould be liberal; where he 
ought to be fparing, frequently profufe. In his temper he was 
fiient and referved, in his addrcfs ungraceful ; and though not def- 
titute of diffimulation, and qualified for intrigue, lefs apt to con- 
ceal his paffions than his defigns. Thefe defects, rather than vices 
ef the mind, combining with an indifference about humouring 
mankind through their ruling paffions, rendered him extremely 
unfit for gaining the affeAions of the Englifh nation. His reign, 
therefore, was crowded with mortifications of various kinds. The 
difcontented parties among his fubjects, found no difficulty in 
eftranging ihe minds of the people fiom a prince, poffefled of few 
talents to make him popular. He was truited, perhaps, lefs than 
he deferved, by the moit obfequious of his parliaments; but it 
feems, upon the whole, apparent, that the nation adhered to his 
government, more from a fear of the return of his predeceffor, 
than from any attachment to his own perfon, or refpect for his 
right to the throne. 

“ Thefe harfh features of the mind of king William, prefented 
themfelves only to thofe who took a near and critical view of 
his condu&, ‘Ito men who obferved him at a diltance, and asa 
principal objet in the great fcale of Europe, he appeared a re- 
{pectable, a prudent, and even a great prince. During the laft 
twenty years of his life, his abilitics, by a dexterous management 
of the events of the times, raifed himto an influence in Chriften- 
dom, fcarce ever before carried by a Prince beyond the limits of 
his own dominions. Peculiarly fortunate in the fuccefs of his po- 
litical meafures, he obtained his authority through channels the 
moft flattering, becaufe the moft uncommon. He was placed at the 
head of his native country, as the laft hopes of her fafety from 
congueit and a foreign yoke. He was raifed to the throne of 
Great Britain, under the name of her deliverer from civil tyranny 
and rejigious perfecution. He was confidered in the fame im- 
portant light by the reft of Europe. The Empire, Spain, and 
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Italy looked up to his councils, as their only refource againft the 
exorbitant ambition and power of Lewis the Fourteenth; and 
France herfelf, when the affected to defpife his power the moft, 
owned his importance, by an illiberal joy upon a falfe report of 
his death. 

‘ But if the private character of ‘William has been too critically 
examined, here the praife beftowed on his public conduct ought 
to terminate. Though he was brave in aétion, and loved war as 
an amufement, he poffefied not the talents of a great general and 
he was too prodigal of the lives of men, Though he obtained 
the name of a deliverer in E:xngland, and though, in ” fact, he might 
be confidered in that light with regard to Europe, more is owing 
to his own ambition, than to a general love of mankind. In 
Holland, where he obtained the chief authority, in a time of pube 
lic diftrefs, he frequently exercifed his power in a manner incon- 
fiftent with the rights of a free flate. In England, he fcarce ad- 
hered, in any thing, to the moderate declaration which paved his 
way to the throne. Though he obtained the crown by election, 
he fhewed no aifpofition to relinquifh any of its hereditary orna- 
ments; and though he affected to defpife royalty, no prince was 
ever more fond of the diftinction paid to a king. His intrigues 
to expel his uncle from a throne, which he himfelf intended to 
mount, were by no means fuitable with any ftritt adherence to 
virtue. To gain to his interefl the fervants of king James, may 
not have been inconfiftent with thofe allowances generally made for 
ambitious views. But ithere was a confiderable degree of immo- 
sality, in his being acceffary to fugectting thofe unpopular mea- 
fures, which he turned, afterwards, “with fo much fuccefs, againit 
that unfortunate, as well as imprudent monarch, Upon the w vhole, 
if we muft allow that king William, with all his fauits, was 
a great prince, it ought alfo to be admitted, that virtue was 
never an unfurmountable obftacle to his ambition and views on 
power.’ 

There are few things in hiftory more fingular and ftriking 
than the different charalers and fituations of Godolphin and 
Oxford, as reprefented in this work. Godolphin was a Tory, 
and appears to have had the higheft affection for the ex- 
cluded family, fou that he muf@t have fecretly wifhed for its 
reftoration; and yet he placed himfelf at the head of the 
Whigs, promoted their defigns, and, in general, conduéted 
affairs on their principles. The earl of Oxford, on the other 
hand, had a real attachment to the omerurs in the houfe 
of Hanover, and wifhed well, upon the whole, to the liber- 
tics of this country. Neverthelc{s, to carry on the purpofes 
of his ambition, he became the leader of the Tories, and, 
as fuch, was neceflitated, in a very high degree, to comply 
with their views, and to execute their fchemes. Thus thefe 
wo great men were often thrown into embarraffing circum- 
ftances, and were obliged to aét in direét engenine to their 
inclinations and fentiments. Their peculiar fituations are 
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well difplayed in the prefent hiftory. We fhall tranfcribe 
our Author’s general characters of Godolphin and Oxford, 
given at the clofe of each of their adminiftrations. That of 
the earl of Godolphin is as follows : 

‘ Though the court of St. Germains placed little faith in the 
profeffions of the earl of Godolphin, they loit the chief fupport of 
their caufe, when that miniiter was forced to retire. His attach- 
ment tothe family of Stuart, though cautioufly and tuccefsfully 
concealed from the world, was certainly, next to his inherent timi- 
dity, the ruling paflion of his mind. He is faid to have only re- 
gretted his difgrace, as it deprived him of the power of jerving ef- 
feétually the excluded line. He declared to his intimate friends, that 
he had been always in unhappy circumftances. That, being firft 
diftreffed by the Tories, he was forced to throw himfelf into the 
hands of the Whigs. That his whole miniltry had been fpent in a 
ftruggle with the latter party; and when he faw himfelf entirely 
matter of his meafures, he was turned out of his office, by an event 
as trivial as it was unexpected, He hoped, however, he faid, that 
Harley would reftore the king, for fo he called the Pretender. 
‘‘But we will make France neceffary to that meafure. I defigned 
to have done the bufinefs alone; and to fhew the French how poorly 
they had treated that unfortunate prince, and how little they deferved 
at his hands.”—— 

‘ Had his fecret defigns and intrigues remained unknown to the 
world, the earl of Godolphin might have been tranfmitted to pofte- 
rity with an unblemifhed character. He was born with extenfive 
talents. A long experience had, in a particular manner, qualified 
him for the great line of bufinefs. He underftood the interetts of 
the kingdom, the genius of the peopie, the fecret views of particu- 
Jar men, as well as the difpojition of parties. In his public capa- 
city, he was frugal of the money of the nation, without cramping 
its exertions with penury. An ceconomift of his private fortune, 
without the leaft tincture of avarice. Though forbidding in his ad- 
drefs, through the ftern gravity of an habitual filence and an un- 
graceful manner, he gained mankind by the apparent fincerity of 
his character. He never kept fuitors in an unprofitable fufpenfe. 
He promifed nothing that he was not refolved to perform. He con- 
fidered diffimulation as an unmanly breach of veracity. He refufed, 
with franknefs, where he could not ferve with generofity. In the 
common line of bufinefs, he thewed fuch undeviating actention to 
juitice, that thefe who were difappoinicd by his decifions, could not 
with-hold their efleem from his impartial condu%t, Thongh he 
found it neceflary to difeuife his own principles, he never affetted 
to poflefs thofe of others, to gain either their fupport or their fa- 
vour. Political timidity was the greateft defect of his mind. That 
paflion overcame, frequently, in his public tranfactions, that fince- 
rity which he uniformly obferved in his private condud. The weak- 
neis which induced him to adhere, in his opinions, to the excluded 
branch of the houfe of Stuart, was a kind of virtue. He was frit 
placed in the line of fortune and ambition by that family; and 
their confidence in his fidelity and attachment, contributed to con- 
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tinue that gratitude, which he owed for their many and great 
favours.’ 

‘The character of the earl of Oxford, fays Mr. Macpherfon, 
has been defcribed in all its fingularities as the incidents arofe, 
But the throwing into one view its molt ftriking features, may give 
a more complete portrait of the man. The talents beftowed upon 
him by nature were ncither extenfive nor obvieus ; and thefe feem 
to have been little improved by education, though he has been 
called a patron of learning and of learned men. His whole pro- 
grefs in literature was contined to that flight knowledge of the 
dead languages, which men intended for public life generally bring 
from fchool, He neither underftcod foreign languages, nor wrote, 
with any degree of elegance, his native tongue. In the difpofi- 
tion of his mind he was referved, diitruftful and cold. A lover of 
fecrecy, to fuch a degree, that he aflumed its appearance in mere 
trifles; fond of importance, without any dignity of manner; fo 
full of profeffions, that he was always deemed infincere. In his 
public meafures he was rather tenacious of his purpofe, than either 
firm or refolute in hi conduét: yet much more decifive in the 
means of annoying his enemies, than in thofe calculated to gratify 
his friends. With a facility of temper that could deny no requett, 
but with a defect of mind that could beftow nothing with grace, 
he offended the difappointed, and even loft thofe whom he ferved. 
The difpofal of offices, which gives influence to other miniiters, 
was areal misfortune to the earl of Oxford. He often promifed 
the fame place to five perfons at once ; and created four enemies, 
without making the fifth his friend. 

‘ But if the ear! cf Oxford was not remarkable for ftriking vir- 
tues, he had the good fortune to be free from glaring vices. Though 
undecifive in the great line of bufinefs, he was not fubject to 
perfona! fear. Though thoroughly ambitious, he was a ftranger 
to haughtinefs and pride. Though perfevering in his oppofition to 
his enemies, he was not in his temper revengeful; and though he 
made no fcruple to tempt the honeity of others with money, he 
he himfelf cannot be acculed, with juflice, of the leaft tin&ture of 
avarice. In his public meafures he can never deferve the cha- 
yatter of a greai minifier. There was a narrownefs of fentiment, 
a vulgarity of policy, and even a micannefs in his conduct, that 
frequently excited the contempt of his beit friends, In his private 
intrigues for power, in his dexterous management Gf two parties, 
by whom he was equaliy hated, in his tempering the fury of the 
Jacobizes, in his amusing the vehemence of the Whigs, in his ad- 
vancing the intereits of the houfe cf Hanover, when mott diftrufted 
by themi-lves and their adherents, he thewed a confiderable degree 
of addrefs and political knowledge. The nation owed to a defect 
in Oxford’s mind, a greater benefit, than they could have derived 
from a minider of more fplendid talents. Had he been poffeffed 
of the pride infeparable from great parts, his refentment for the 
ill ufage, which he experienced from the Whigs and the agents of 
the houfe of Hanover, might have induced him to defeat the Pro- 
teftant fucceffion, and bring about thofe very evils of which he was 
un uitly acculed,’ pa ee ae 
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From our review of this hiftory, it appears how much we 
differ in opinion from Mr. Macpherfon, in a variety of par- 
ticulars; and we could have added many other inftances, to 
the like purpofe. At the fame time, it muft be acknowledged 
that the performance before us is, in feveral re(pecéts, a work 
of great importance and merit. It contains a vaft diverfity 
of new matter, furnifhed by the papers which the Author 
had in his hands; and a number of facts, hitherto unknown 
or much miftaken, are fet in a juft, as well as a ftriking 
light. The characters are drawn with ingenuity, even where 
they may not be thought entirely impartial; and the reflec- 
tions are often profound and judicious. ‘Ihe ityle is manly, 
though, perhaps, too concife and uniform; nor is it always 
fufficiently correct. In fhort, if the writer had been lefs in 
hafte, and lefs attached to the Stuart family, he might have 
given to his hiftory a much higher degree of perfection and 


value. K 


Art. V1. Conelufion of the Account of Dr. Pricfiley’s Edition of Hartley’s 
Theory of the Human Mind. 


N our Review for November laft, we gave an account of . 

Dr. Prieftley’s firft and fecond introductory eilays ; and we 
now proceed to the third, which treats of complex and alfra& 
ideas. — The intention of this eflay feems to be to convince us, 
that al] the ideas, which Mr. Locke calls ideas of reflection; 
fuch as thofe of mind, thought, judgment, Xc. are in reality 
compofitions made up of the ideas of fenfe. This notion 
agrees well with the fyftem of materialifm, which Dr. Prieftley 
has adopted, and which has been maintained by other material- 
ifts before him, particularly by Epicurus and by Hobbes; and 
indeed it appears reafonable to think, if a certain compofition 
of matter can, whether neceflary or not, produce thought, 
judgment, and reafoning, that a certain compofition of the 
ideas of matter may produce the ideas of thought, judgment, 
and reafoning. ‘This is an argument in favour of Dr. Prieft- 
ley’s fyftem, which may have efcaped his penetration, and for 
which we hope to receive his thanks ; and with the greater rea- 
fon, as his arguments upon this point feem to require fome 
reinforcement. 

For, after advancing his propofition, and acknowledging 
that it is not very eafy to conceive how intelleftual ideas can 
be compofed of fenfible ones, he proceeds to offer fome confide- 
rations to leffen a little this difficylty. Now we apprehend that, 
if the difficulty of conceiving a propofition fhould be not only 
leflened a little, but totally removed, it will not follow that the 


prcpofition is true. The arguments that prove its truth muft 
| be 
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be fomething elfe—fomething more than confiderations, that 
facilitate its conception. 

To facilitate the conception, he tells us, that a whole group 
of ideas fhall fo perfectly coalefce into one, as to appear but a 
fingle idea.—The inftance which he thinks comes neareft to 
this is, that a mixture of the feveral primary colours produces 
white. But this inftance, though the neareft to the cafe before 
us, is too diftant from it to yield any folid argument. For he 
ought to have fhewn that the idea of white is compounded of 
the ideas of the primary colours; or that whatever may be 
affirmed of the colours, may be alfo afirmed of their ideas. If 
the laft be true, as it is evidently fuppofed in Dr. Prieftley’s 
argument, it will bring to light many clafles of ideas that 
have efcaped the obfervation of philofophers. For, if whatever 
is afhrmed of objects, may alfo be affirmed of their ideas, we 
fhall have blue, and red, and green ideas; ideas that are 

ighed by the ton, and others that are meafured by the 

fhel, elaftic and unelaftic ideas, animal and vegetable ideas, 
and a thoufand other kinds. 

If it be abfurd to aicribe to ideas colour, and weight, and 
elafticity; and, indeed, if this be not abfurd, it will be hard 
to fay what is; then objects may have qualities and relations, 
which their ideas have not, and a mixture of primary colours 
may make a white colour, although a mixture of the ideas of 
primary colours do not make the idea of white. Dr. Pricftley 
might as well have argued, that becaufe feveral metals in fufion 
mix and coalefce, fo as to appear but one fimple metal, there- 
fore the ideas of thefe fimple metals may coalcfce into one fim- 
ple idea. And by the fame kind of reafoning, becaule metals 
are malleable and fufible, it will foliow that their ideas are mal- 
eable and fufible. Such is the reafoning which we are to 
receive as a proof that a whole group of ideas fhall fo perfectly 
coalefce as to appear but a fimple idea. 

But to illuftrate this doctrine farther, and facilitate its con- 
ception, the Author gives inftances of fome ideas formed in this 
mannes. Such is that of a player. A child has feen a com- 
pany act on the theatre in a great variety of characters, and 
ts told that he muft call them players. ‘That word will excite 
in his mind an epitome, as it were, of all that he has feen them 
perform. Even the features, and mot ftriking geftures of th 
principal performers, will be confpicuous in it. And by de- 
grees, as all the particulars get intermixed, and completely 
affociated, whatever belonged to the feparate perfons will be 
dropped, and fomething will remain annexed to the term, that 
had been obferved in them all. ‘This, fays Dr. Prieftley, is 
the procefs called abftraction, and it is by means of this pro- 
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cefs chiefly, that we acquire thofe ideas, which have been re- 
ferred to reflection. 

We have no objection to this account of the manner in 
which a child may learn to fix a diftinct meaning to the word 
player : it is, no doubt, by obferving, in courfe of time, what 
is proper to individual players, and diftinguithing that from 
what is common to them all; but two things here deferve to 
be noticed. 

Firft, that the idea of a player is not formed by the child, by 
means of aflociation, but by a contrary operation of diftinguifh- 
ing and feparating the things common to all players from thofe 
that are proper to each. And when this idea is formed and 
made diftinct, it is not a mixture and combination of the ideas 
of all the individual players; it is a felection of what is com- 
mon to them all, and therefore in reality more fimple than any 
one of them. ‘The idea of a player is more fimple, and lefs 
complex, not in appearance only, but in reality, than the idea 
of Rofcius or of Garrick. And the examples brought by Dr. 
Prieftley, in order to fhew that very compiex ideas, though to 
appearance fimple, may be formed by combination and aflocia- 
tion, fhew only, on the other hand, that ideas very fimple in 
reality, as well as in appearance, may be formed from thofe 
that are complex, by divifion and feparation. 

Secondly, if it be chiefly by abftraction that we acquire thofe 
ideas, which have been referred to reficction, it will follow, 
that the ideas of reflection are more fimple than thofe they are 
abftracted from, inftead of being more complex, as Dr. Prieft- 
ley affirms. 

‘ Inthe fame manner, fays Dr. Prieftley, that we get the 
idea annexed to the word player, we get the idea that we have 
to the word thought or thinking; which, in fact, is an abridg- 
ment, or coalefcence of the various external figns, or marks, 
and alfo of the internal feelings, by which, exclufive of the 
outward form, a man is diftinguifhed from a brute animal.’ 

In this account of thought, there is, indeed, a very ftrange 
aflemblage of ideas, but very little coalefcence. We may 
obferve from it, firit, that thought, or thinking, diftinguithes 
aman from a brute animal: yet this Autbor maintains, that 
brutes think and reaton in the fame manner that men do. 

Secondly, we learn, that the idea of thought is compofed of 
external marks and figns, and internal feelings. Thirdly, that 
It is an abridgment or coalefcence of thefe. Indeed it is as 
likely that absidement fhould be coalefcence, as that aflocia- 
tion fhould be abftraction, Fourthly, we may infer from this 
Curious paflage, that one who never faw a brute animal can 
have no idca of thought or thinking. Thefe are extraordi- 
nary difcoveries, and afford much light to the idea of thought. 

We 
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We fhould be glad to be informed by Dr. Prieftley, whether 
a man, when he thinks, is not confcious of his thoughts? 
Whether he has not the power of refleéting upon his own 
thoughts, and making them an object of thought? Whether 
fuch reflection will not give him the idea of thought, although 
he had never confidered the various external fions or marks, 
and alfo the internal feelings by which a man is : diftinguithed 
from a brute? 

We have now given a pretty full view of what is contained in 
our Authoi’s introductory eflays, and we proceed to make fome 
remarks on his edition ‘of Hariley’s Theory. This edition 
appears to be very different from what Dr. P. gave the Pub- 
lic reafon to expect it would be, when he firft announced his 
defign :—* I have now in the prefs, faid he, (preface to the 

examination of Dr. Reid’s Enquiry, &c.) an edition of fo 

much of the Ob/ervations on Man, as relate to the dodtrine of 

affociation of ideas, leaving out the doctrine of vibrations, and 

fome other things which might difcourage many Readers,’ 

Yet, throughout the whole performance, the Editor has clog- 

ged his doctrine of afiociation with as much of the fyftem of 

vibrations as (we venture to fay) is fufficient to difcourage any 

Reader, who would be difcouraged by this theory, as it appears 

in the original work. Itis tous, weown, much more difcou- 

raging in the imperfect and maimed ftate, in which it is now 

exhibited, becaufe it is really lefs intelligible to one who is 

capable of entering into fuch difcuffions, than it will be found 

in Hartley’s own performance. This geatleman’s language, 

it muft be acknowledged, is exceedingly harfh and technical, 

but it does not appear, that he has received any improvement 

in this refpect, by paffing through the hands of Dr. Prieftley. 

For, notwithftanding the uncouthnefs of many of his terms and 

phrafes, their frequent recurrence, and their regular applica- 

tion to the fame ideas, foon bring the attentive Reader to an 

| apprehenfion of their import; whereas, the vague manner in 

which they are fometimes employed, and fometimes changed 

for fuch as are more ufual, by his prefent publifher, no way 

conduces to quicken the apprehenfion of the ftudent. Some- 

times, indeed, the Author is copied through feveral pages, and 

that even in his obfcureft paflages, without the fmalleft altera- 

tion; fometimes, again, there are many alterations and omif- 

fions, without a difcoverable reafon. The Author, however, 

is not injured by the alterations, his own words being given a 
the bottom of the page. 

When we firft perufed the prefent republication, we unfor- 
tunately imagined that this book was to be read like other 
books ; that we ought to begin at the beyinning, and proceed 
regularly to the end. The “confequence was, that we were 
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perplexed and puzzled at almoft every ftep. At one time we 
were referred to a preceding propofition, which, when we 
turned back to it, we found to have no relation to the fubject. 
At another time, we were directed to the corollaries of a for- 
mer propofition ; and that propofition we found had no corol- 
laries. At a third, to the tenth corollary of a propofition, 
which had not fo many asten. Had we begun, as we ought, 
with the conclufion, all this blundering and lofs of time might 
have been prevented ; for there we are taught, that by the 8th 
the Editor always means the 4th, by the 1oth the sth, by the 


rath the 6th, &c. Xc. So that of fifty-one propofitions, which 


he hath given from Dr. Hartley, no more than the firft three 
are ever rightly quoted inthe prefent work. This may be con- 
fidered as merely the effect of hurry and inattention ; but hurry 
and inattention, furely, are not the happieft tokens of refpect to 
the Public ! 

In regard to Hartley’s Syftem, we fhall beg leave to deduce 
one corollary from that fundamental axiom of his, that nothing 
is requifite to make any man whatever he is, but a fentient 
principle, with the power of affociation neceffarily refulting 
from it, and that all the phanomena of memory, imagination, 
volition, reafoning, and every other mental affection and ope- 
ration, are originally derived from the bodily fenfes, and from 
them only. If fo, it is manifeft, that the degree of a man’s 
capacity, genius, tafte, judgment, friendship, virtue, &c. may 
be fcientifically deduced from the acutenefs or bluntnefs, or 
fome other fenfible affelion of one or more of the bodily 
organs, the fole fources of every thing he either has, or ever 
can poflefs. The meafure of a man’s underftanding might 
always be had from the vigour or weaknefs of his fenfes ; and 
whether he would prove a fage or a blockhead, might be dif- 
covered with certainty, from the fharpnefs of his fight, the 
quicknefs of his hearing, &c. long before he could fpeak. If, 
on the contrary, experience fhews us, in any inftance, that the 
powers of the mind have no fuch dependence on the corporeal 
fenfes, the difcovery is a fort of apagogical demonftration of 
the falfchood of thofe principles. It is but doing juftice to Mr. 
Hume’s Syftem to acknowledge, that it is not equally clogged 
with this difficulty. This writer admits another order of fen- 
fations, the internal or mental affections and paflions, which, 
for diftin€tion’s fake, he terms fentiments, and which are not 
derived purely from the external fenfes. 

* We would not be underftood, however, by any thing here 
advanced, as though we meant to diffuadé the philofophical 
Reader from the ftudy of Hartley’s Theory ; for in that work, 
hotwithftanding the weaknefs of many parts of the foundation, 
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there are a multitude of juft and ingenious obfervations; and of 
thefe none are more remarkable than fome things the Author 
has advanced on the fubje& of language, though, by the way, 
he has here alfo been in fome meafure preceded by Berkeley 
and Hume. Nor would we wifh that any perfon fhould rafhly 
form a conclufion concerning the merit of Hartley’s work, 
from the figure it makes in the garbled and mutilated ftate in 
which it is now prefented to the Public. 

Before we conclude, we cannot but obferve, that although 
Dr. Prieftley, in his examination of Dr. Reid’s Inquiry, &c. 
has treated Mr. Hume’s philofophy with great contempt, as 
being both fophiftical and fuperficial, yet in what relates to the 
principles of the underftanding, there is a remarkable coinci- 
dence of fentiments, in almoft every thing material, between 
that Author and Dr. Hartley ; who is confidered by our Editor 
as the greateft of all unin{pired writers. It were eafy to prove 
this, but we fhall not detain our Readers with the proof; fuch 
of them as are converfant with the fubjeét, and have atten- 
tively confidered the writings of Hume and Hartley, will, we 
are perluaded, readily allow it. 

As to what regards the mechanical part of Hartley’s Syftem, 
the theory of vibrations, Mr, Hume indeed has nothing corre- 
fpondent to it. But this part, by Dr. Prieftley’s acknowledg- 
ment, is not fo eflential to his do€trine of the mind, but that 
the latter may be fhewn to be abfolutely certain, though the 
former (however probable in his opinion) fhould prove a mere 
hypothefis. The very attempt to disjoin them in republifhing 
the Syftem of the Underftanding, without the doctrine of vitra- 
ticns, or with only a flight fketch of that doétrine, fufficiently 
demonftrates that he did not confider the proof of the one as 
requiring a previous conviction of the other, but that he looked 
on the aforefaid Sy{tem as fufceptible of an evidence altogether 
independent of that doctrine. 

It may feem ftrange, however, that if the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the two Syftems are fo much the fame, the conclufions 
fhould be fo widely different. Hume’s is made a foundation 
of univerfal pyrrhonifm ; Hartley’s, on the contrary, of a fort of 
religious fyftem, comprehending revealed as well as natural 
religion. ‘The only account that can be given of this difference, 
is the different tempers of the Authors. Mr. Hume, after lay- 
ing down his principles, and, as he thim€*;“fupporting them, 
proceeds with a cold indifference, truly academical, to deduce 
all the confequences they will naturally bear. He argues juftly 
from the premifes he has laid down, and by that very means 
runs into the greateft abfurdities. He perceives, and even 


fometimes candidly owns, the abfurdity of his conclufions, but 
as 
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as he never feems to think it poffible, that the axioms on which 
the whole is founded, confidered feverally, can admit of a quef- 
tion, he concludes in general the abfolute uncertainty of all 
human reafoning and human knowledge; and in this general 
view, he readily allows, that his own favourite axioms muft 
fhare the common fate. Whereas in reality the abfurd confe- 
quences, logically deduced, ought only to have made him 
fufpect fome latent errors in the premifes from which they were 
deduced: and this fufpicion would perhaps have led him to 
the difcovery of his miftake. Thus an exceffive confidence in 
his own difcernment is the fource of his fcepticifm, in regard 
tu the reafon and faculties of all mankind. Rather than allow 
that he himfelf has rafhly admitted into the foundations of his 
theory a fpecious falfehood, which human reafon is capable of 
detecting, he will maintain that truth and certainty are be- 
yond the reach of all human inveftigation, and that confe- 
quently it is in vain for any man to feek for them. It is purely 
becaufe he is a dogmatift in a few opinions, that he is fo great a 
pyrrhonift in all. cy 

Hartley, on the contrary, was in his difpofition a warm 
friend to religion and morals ; and as he had a copious fancy, 
he always found in the ftores of his imagination, what would 
ferve as a counterpoife to that fcepticifm, to which his firft 
principles naturally pointed. But it muft be owned, that what 
may be called the practical part of his work (which Dr. Prieftley 
has not attempted to illuftrate) is but aukwardly conne&ed 
with the theoretical. For though in general nothing can be 
better than the pious and moral maxims he endeavours to efta- 
blifh, nothing can be weaker than thofe ties by which they are 
connected with his fyftem. 

In a complex arithmetical computation, if a blunder be com- 
mitted in the firft ftep, and all the following procedure be per- 
fectly accurate, we are fure that every fucceeding operation, 
and confequently the refult of the whole, is affefled by that 
radical error, Nay, the very accuracy of the fubfequent pro- 
cedure may be faid to warrant the afirma'ion, that the conclu- 
fion is erroneous. On the other hand, contrary errors fome- 
times counterbalance one another, fo that the effect of the firft 
crror is corrected by the fecond. In this cafe therefore we can- 
hot affirm pofitively that the conclufion is falfe: the firft of 
thefe refembles the cafe of Mr. Hume, the fecond that of Dr. 
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Art. VII. American Hufanary. Containing an Account of the Soil, 
Climate, Production and Agriculture of the Britith Colonies in 
North America and the Weft Indies. By an American. 8vo, 


2 Vols. 11s. bound. Bew. 1775. 


HIS work contains fome very obvious errors which we 

think the Writer muft have avoided, had he really vifited 
the feveral Colonies to which his account extends.— Whether 
he be an American borr or not, is of little importance * ; bur 
certainly the prefent performance is not merely the refult of 
his own obfervations: it confifts chiefly of accounts obtained 
from different perfons very differently qualified for information ; 
and therefore a confiderable inequality is difcoverabie in the 
merits of their re{pective communications. 

So far as this work (in common with every other publication 
of the kind) comprehends any remarks which may tend toward 
the general improvement of agriculture, &c. it may, exclutive 
of the danger to be apprehended from miftakes and mifrepre- 
fentations, (and thefe it will be the bufinefs of a Reviewer, as 
far as he is able, to detect) prove an acquifition of fome value 
to the Public: for of all the fciences which contribute toward 
the earthly happinefs of mankind, this, we think, ftands fore- 
moft in point of importance. The fubject, indeed, has been 
of late greatly cultivated, and prodigious practical improve- 
ments have been made; yet much remains to be done. Huf- 
bandsy ought to be more generally under{ftood as a fcience. 
Experiments, growing out of public patronage, would direé& 
and inftruét rude Lavour in the right application of bis pow- 
ers ; and we may reft aflured, that the culture of the earth will 
always flourifh and increafe in proportion as the fure means 
are difcovered of rendering it more and more profitable. —T he 
Boarp oF AGRICULTURE, propofed by Mr. Donaldfon in his 
valuable letter to the King on this fubjeét +, feems to be that 
grand defideratum, the public refervcir of agrarian policy, from 
whence new and moft important meliorations would derive 
their feurce, and be diftributed, by ten thoufand channels, to 
every part of the kingdom ; nor would the current ftop here, 
but flow on, uninteruptedly, to fertilize the bogs of Ireland, 
and even the wilds of America. Contemplation wanders with 
delight, and feels no laffitude in attending this diffufive pro- 
grefs. Like the inhabitant of Cairo, who watches with tran- 
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* A correfpandent, who feems impatient for our fentiments con- 
cerning this Ark, thinks, that * every paflage of it difcovers the 
induftrious hand of that eminent Book-builder Mr. A——r Y —— g? 
how far the Letter-writer is evurranted in this conclufion, we cannot 
pretend to determine. 
t+ See Review for July 1775. 
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{port the rifings of his Nile, and rejoices to behold the fruitful 
{tream expatiate far beyond its native bed, we fee around us, 
in diferent parts, the barren heath, the dreary foreft, or the 
defert marfh, changed by the magic touch of {kilful hufbandry, 
into luxuriant paftures or waving fields of corn !—The fubject 
would tranfport us beyond the limits and proper province of 
a Review; but we muft return to the work before us. 

As we are but little acquainted with the practice of North 
American farming, we fhall not pretend to detain our Readers 
on the Continent; but as we are fomewhat mere at home in the 
Weft Indies, we fhall at cnce fet fail for Jamaica, in order to 
fee in what manner our Author hath acquitted himfelf in his 
diflertation upon that ifland. 

And here we are forry to obferve, that the miftakes of this 
pretended American are, we had almoft faid, innumerable. We 
fhall not try the patience of our Readers by any cetail of the 
more trival defects, but confine our remarks to a few of thofe 
more diftinguifhed errors into which he could not have fallen, 
if he had been at the pains of obtaining any degree of authentic 
information. 

Without any juft idea of the cane-plant, or the face of the 
country in that ifland, he finds great fault with the prefent me- 
thod in ufe there, of cleaning the canes with the hand inftead of 
the horfe-hoe.—To reform this fuppofed erroneous and igno- 
rant practice, he fays, (vol. il. p. 129) * He would carry the 
ideas cf the improved hufbandry of England into that of fugar 
in Jamaica; 4e would run a Berkfhire thim through the inter- 
vals, in order to cut down the weeds; and se would run a 
double winged plough through each intervai, to mould up the 
roots of the plants.’ 

We are perfuaded, that if this Author was a planter, and 
fhould carry his threats into execution, he would very foon un- 
root all his canes, and be taught to know, that althouzh fome 
particulars of the improved hufbandry of England might be 
admitted with propriety in Jamaica, yet that others are inad- 
mifible, and this among the reft. But he enters copioufly into 
the fuperior advantages to be gained by this new practice; and 
heated with his hypothefis, proceeds to anfwer, in form, all the 
objeciions, which he tells us, © 2 has heard’ azaintt in—In 
this operation he meets with no dificuliy, as he feems in re- 
aiity to have no antagonift but himfelf 10 encounter; for the 
objections he has ftated, are fuch as no plinter would probably 
offer; but at the fame time he omits a mazcrial and moft od- 
vious one, which every planter would natural'y fugeett, viz. That 
it is ampradlicable, and that this impracticabilicy arifes from the 
very manner of the cane’s growth, in which it diters eflentially 
from all thofe plants which are the fubjedts of culture in the 
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Englifh farms.—Mr. American having conceived a wrong idea 
from fome imperfect defcription he has read of the fugar cane 
in Ligon’s account of Barbadoes, or fome other obfolete au- 
thor, compares a cane-piece in Jamaica to ‘a grove of oaks,’ 
(p. 137-) as if he fuppofed them fo many fingle ftems, ranged 
upright in a line, like a regiment of guards drawn up for a re- 
view in Hyde-park ; and hence concludes it very feafible to 
traverfe the interval between each rank with his horfes and 
ploughs.—If, upon inquiry, he had learned that a very great 
number of ftems, fhoots, or fuckers, {pring from every ftool, 
fpreading in every direction, and extending acrols the intervals 
fo luxuriantly, that hand-hoeing only can be applied, and this 
too with fome care and caution, toavoid bruifiny or injuring the 
fhoots ; he would never have thought of recommending this 
branch of Englifh hufbandry to our Weft-India planters. 

He afferts (p. 138.), that § the negroes in Jamaica never do 
tafe work.’—In this he is miftaken again. — The work there on 
every plantation, or fettlement of any importance, is propor- 
tioned to the known ability of the field labourers. But for this 
no fpecific rule can be preicribed, without doing them very 
great and manifeft injuftice ; becaufe their ability on different 
eftates is various. Experience of what they can conveniently 
do, is the only refpective guide; confequently the meafure of 
the tafk muft vary on different plantations according to foil, and 
other relative circumftances. Ifa different conduct is, as he 
affirms, purfued in South Carolina, and Virginia (the rice and 
tobacco colonies), we cannot think it deferving of the commend- 
ation he gives it. But bis comparing the ufage of negroes in 
Jamaica, to that © of herfes in England’ (a ftale reproach 
againft the planters there), is equally abfurd and untrue. 

He gives us (p. 139.) what he calls, a calculation for a 
confiderable plantation in Jamaica. This, he fays, is founded 
upon ‘repeated inquiries among the ‘famaica planters,’ and 
© will yield every fatisfactory information.’—W here this aftiduous 
inveftigator picked it up, we know not, but when upon exami- 
nation it appears not at all adapted to the plantations in that 
ifland, there is great room to fufpe&, that no fuch inquiries, as 
he pretends, were ever made. We find in it fome appellations 
which are not in ufe there; fuch as, a /fove, an agent, a farrier. 
This induces us to believe, that he bas culled the ftatement 
out of different tracts relative to Barbadoes, or others of the 
Leeward Ifles, where thofe heads of expence occur.—He has 
told us (p. 126.) that the planters divide their cane-land into 
three parts: one of which is in young plants; the fecond in 
firft rattoons (or plants of the fecond year); the third in fallow. 
In his eftimate he propofes an eftate, confifting of 600 acres of 
land, and he makes the produce of each year 400 hogfheads.— 
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But the lands in Jamaica do not yield for plants and rattoons, 
at an average, more than one hogthead of fugar per acre, on a 
general calculation (which his ts fuppofed to be), and it follows, 
that his allowance does not quadrate in this point with our 
Jamaica properticsx—Further, we muft allot 400 of the 6co 
acres (agreeable to his rule) for land planted in canes, and the 
other 200 for fallow; fo that here remains no allowance what- 
ever, for wood-land, for pafture, for provifion-grounds, and 
watte.—!f his eftimate of the produce is unjuftifiably too high, 
his calculation, on the other fide of the account for charges, is 
enormoufly too low. 

Still further to evince his entire ignorance of Jamaica, 
whofe affairs he affeéts to underftand fo thoroughly, he acquaints 
us, that the rate of intereft there is 8 /. per cent. (p. 140.) 

He goes on in his reveries, and (p. 144.) computes the gain 
which the planter makes on his capital, at from 15 /. to 30/.— 
Perfuing this idea, he treats with much feeming contempt, the 
New Hijiory of Famaica; which, he fays, allows the planter 
to gain no more than ro/. per cent.; an allowance which Mr. 
American confiders * fo very inadequate,’ that, if true, * the 
planter mujt very foon be in gaol.’ (p. 142.) 

As this is a direct attack upon the reputation of a work which 
we have very much commended (fee Review for Auguit and 
December 1774), the caufe of the ingenious Writer * becomes 
our own, and we muft be allowed to defend, at once, that 
Hiftorian and ourfelyes:—But the Public are ftill more con- 
cerned in the queftion. 

At the clofe of his detail (Hift. of Jamaica, vol. i. p. 464), 
Mr. L. mentioned, that his opinion would probably be found to 
differ from that of others ; but he knew, at the fame time, that 
mott of his brethren, the planters, were apt to gaze at their 
Weft India potleffions through the wrong end of the telefcope. 
It does not, theretore, feem, that he would have intended any 
delufive eftimate, which might caufe a particularly hurtful effeét, 
by not undeceiving thofey who are too apt to take every opi- 
non upon truft; and by mifleading young and inexperienced 
proprietors belonging to the ifland, to form too extravagant a 
notion of their fortunes: he appears rather to have done all in 
his power, to come at the truth, or near to it; but in order to 
latisfy ourfelves how far he is, or is not entitled to this praife, 
Wwe have reconfidered the fubject with freth attention, and we 
are ftill more flrongly perfuaded that he is as right, as his 
ceafuree is wrong: and that the Reader may judge this matter 
fairly, as umpire between them, we wii! prefent him with three 
climates of different eftates in Jamaica, with which the prefent 

cviewer happens to be fo perfectly well acquainted, as to be 
able to produce the moft unqueitionable vouchers for their exe 
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actnefs. We muft premife, that the fugar made on thefe eftates, 
is of nearly equal goodnefs, and has generally a prompt fale at 
the London market. 

The firft of thefe examples, is a plantation fituated on the 
mrth fide of the ifland, within a fhort diftance of the fea; and 
confifts of the following articles, all fairly valued: 


Actes, Rs, Ps. £. Jamaica Cur, 
225 © 10 land in canes - - - 4-506 5 
248 © © ditto - pafture and provifions - 3.428 — 


453 1 30 ditto - wood-land, worth 18134 





926 2 O 


Mill, diftilling-houfe, curing ditto, and all 





44g 


other buildings and offices, complete - 3.600 
Implements and utenfils of all forts in fore, 





or in ufe - - - - 300 — 

146 Negroes . - - - 8.760 — 
$2 Head of cattle (horned), old and young - 943 — 
35 Mules - - - - - 1.050 — 
22.587 — 

Add for the wood-land_ - - 1.813 — 





—— 


Total - {24.400 — 





The produce of this eftate (one year with another) has been 
Hhds. Sugar. Punchs. Rum. 
100 - 56 
The nett proceeds (communibus annis), the me- 
dium being taken of the Jaft four years, and 
deduting every contingency, except as below, 
was ° * - - £ 2.200 per Ag 
From this deduct annual intereft, at 
6 per cent. on 1813/, being the 
value of the wood-land lying un- 
employed, wz. = - - fric8 15 7 
Aliow for purchafe of four new ne- 
groes, fuppofed asmeree put on, 
young and middle-aged, with the 
duty, cloathing, and all other 





7 : | 
charges included + - -251 4 65 
Qe ee 
Remains clear forthe proprietor - - ° £ 1.840 — 


—_—— 





This eftate however (in fact) had xe negro recruits, during 
the ipace above-mentioned.—The clear gain ought therefore © | 
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be ftated at 2691 /. which is about equal to 9. per cent. on the 
capital. ‘ 

If this eftate was brought to a fale, and its books of account 
carefully examined by the purchafer, we are confident, that he 
would not give more for it than 24,000 /. including the price of 
the wood land. If, however, the capital was to be rated 
agreeably to the bubble-practice lately introduced into the 
Ceded Ifands (with a finifter view to raife the value of property 
there above its natural pitch), it would be an eafy matter, by 
a fupervaluation upon every article on one fide of the eftimate, 
and by a diminution of charges on the other, to defcribe it as 
a capital of 30,0007. Such a capital, according to the rule of 
i0/, per cent. ought to yield a clear income of 3000/. Our 
American, reckoning at 20/, per cent. would call it 6000/. 
whereas, in truth, it is found to be little more than one-third 
of his calculation.—It is evident then, that the hicher the com- 
putation of the capital is carried, the more reduced in propor- 
tion will be the apparent gain per cent on that capital, 

Our fecond example is a larger eftate, in the fame quarter 
of the ifland. We need not defcend into the particulars, but 
only ftate, that it has a complete water-mill, and other works, 
and neceflary appendages; 290 negroes, a fhort carriage to the 
fea, and has been fettled a great many years. 

The produce of this eftate, on an average of four late years, 
was, at a medium, 150 hogfheads of fugar, and 84 punche- 
ons of rum. 

Jamaica Currency. 

The annual grofs proceeds ata medium - {4.300 — — 
The annual contingent charges (negroes in- 

cluded) at the like medium - - - 1.300 — — 





Nett proceeds per annum about - f£ 3.000 — — 





We apprehend that no intelligent perfon would bid more for 

this eftate than about 30.e00/,—But if another, thinking dit- 
ferently of its value, fhould give 60.0c0/. the confequence 
muft be this: if be has not fuperior fkill in the management, or 
does not put on additional labourers to augment, or improve 
the produce, his income from it will ftill be g000/. which is 
only 5 /, per cent. on the capital fum he has expended in the 
purchafe of it. 
_ Our third example is a plantation on the fexth fide of the 
land, well circumftanced in every refpect.—The medium of 
its produce, on a computation of four late years, was 271 
hogtheads of fugar, and 133 puncheons of rum. 
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Jamaica Currency, 
The medium of crofs proceeds per annum © {8.455 11 1! 
Medium of contingent charges and fupplies, in- 
cluding new negroes purchafed - - 3-505 15 7 





Clear proceeds ~ " - £4949 — 06; 


We fhould rate the valuc of its capital at about £ 50.000. 
yo/,percent.onthisis - - £ 5,000 
Deduct for intereft at 6 /. per cent. 

on 3.2004, the value of wood- 

land and wafte ditto, lying un- 








occupied - 2 - ~ 192 
Clear balance to the proprietor per 
annum - - - - 4.808 





We will not conceal, that this eftate (which is Mr. *’s in 
Clarendon parifh) yiclded, in one of thefe four years, a profit of 
16/, per cent. and in another, not more than 3/, per cent. 
This great difparity happened from the cafualty of irregular 
feafons ; from uncommonly favourable rains in the one, and a 
fevere crowth in the other; which mzy ferve to demonftrate 
the fallacy of any pofitive mode of caiculation taken from one 
year, or not founded on the medium cf ieveral years taken in 
a feries. 

But to bring the queflion more home to our Author, he gives 
us (p. 149.) an account of Mir. Kennion’s eftate, in the parifh 
of St. Thomas in the Eait, fold not long fince to Mr. Simon 
‘Taylor.—The capital here 1s put at 100,co0o/. which is the 
price it fold for.—Yet it appears, on the very face of it, that 
the profit it yielded to Mr. Kennivon ior a feries of feven years 
preceding the fale, was no more than 32,0007, The medium 
of which per ann. is about heel a Which is vot 5. per cent, on 
the capital.—Every addition of negrocs, &c. which the prefent 
owner may heap upon it, will augment the capital, and in pro- 
portion augment the proht. —Yet we believe, if he could gain 
so/, per cent. on his purchale money, or £0,000/. per ann. he 
would be very well fatished. 

In reply to the latter part of Mr, American’s reficétion on 
the Jamaica Hitory, ve fhall recur to the third example, 
above cited, of an eftate valued at 50,0co]l. let us fuppofe that 
the proprictor of it is ind: sted to his merchant even 20,000. 
This is a large fum, and equal to two fifths of the capital. If 
he owes this money to a perfon in Jamaica, he pays 61. per 
cent. intereft for it; if toa merchant in Britain, 51. per cent. 
We thall take the larger intereft, and fuppofe he aaa 6). 

This 
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This amounts per annum to 1200 l, and reduces the clear ine 
come to 3608], We admit further, that the proprietor refides 
in Britain, and allow a further decuction ot ol. per cent. on 
the gro/s proceeds, tor the attorney $, or managers commiffion. 
This is about 5071. and reduces the income to 31ol ), which 
at 4]. per cent. exchange, Is fterling 2.2151 ~—W ill Mr. Ame- 
rican aflert, that fuch an income is net {ufficient to keep the 
proprietor from ftarving ?--On the contrary, may he not live 
in Britain in a refpectable ftyle, and if he is frugal, fave 
1000 |, a-year to be applied in reducing the principal and in- 
tereit of his debt ?>—Our American (in the fame note) alledges, 
that ‘if the planter refides in England, and makes 61. per 
cent on his capital, he ought, if he refided in “famaica, to make 
201,’—But why, or how this is to be expected, we cannot 
difcern, He would fave (it is true) the commifiion paid to an 
attorney, and if he confined himfelf in general to his planta- 
tion, fome retrenchments might zlfo be made, in the articles 
of drefs, furniture, equipage, and houfe-keeping ; all which, 
might enable him to lay up fomewhat the more out of his in- 
come annually, towards reducing his debt.—Or, (if not in 
debt) he might make a greater annual addition to his capital, 
by the purchafe of labourers, But his gain will {till regularly 
keep its due proportion with the value of his capital, whatever 
it may be. He will not, in fact, gain more, but only fpend 
lefs; and even this implies, that the eftate is equally well mae 
naged when he retides upon it, as when he is abfent, which, 
however, is very far from being always the cafe. If the planters 
gained 15]. to 30]. per cent. as our American prefumes, they 
would be in very happy circumftances indeed! But the fad 
truth is, that almoft all of them are in debt; and the major 
part have to ftruggle with it their whole lives. They exift 
in a kind of fplendid poverty, fubfiiting chiefly by the credit 
they receive from the merchant, * {till in hopes to get the bét- 
ter,” and perhaps {til difappoinied. ‘Their negroe recruits, the 
duties and excife, the heavy freight, the infurance, and man 

other defalcations, commonly {wallow up one half of the grofs 
proceeds, and fometimes more; their taxes in the ifland are 
often very high; their works coftly, as well as their imple- 
ments; and the expences of manufaQtures, and carriage great. 
Their eftates are continually changing hands; fo that fome 
have been under three different owners, inthe courfe of feven 
years, Yet we have known a few retrieved from very heavy in- 
cumbrances of debt; but this happened by a long minority, 
and honeft active guardians. Others, lefs loaded, have been 
recovered by a timely recourfe to very ftri&t parfimony, and a 
tteady perfeverance in it for many ycars. The fluctuation of 
the market, is another circumftance, which may fhow the im- 
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propriety of rating the gain upon our capitals there, any other- 
wife than by a feries of crops, and their net proceeds ; for fugar 
and rum are extremely irregular in their prices. To illuftrate 
this by examples, we {hall mention, that the planter’s fuyars 
(of cqual quality, er nearly fo) were fold latt year at ros, 
per hundred weight Jefs than in the year 17735 and §s. lefs 
than in the year 1774. Sothat the income, which in 1773 was 
2870 |.—became reduced in the following year to 25201.—and 
in the laft to 2.1701. 

Thefe commodities are likewife very perifhable in their na- 
ture, inafmuch that every hour of their continuance on board 
fhin. and in the warehoufe, takes fomewhat from their fub- 
fierce, At the fame time, various exigencies often require a 
prompt fale, and when the market is fo glutted, as that no 
demand appears, nor a reafonable price can be got, the planter 
is forced to anticipate their proceeds, by borrowing of the 
merchant, for payment of bills drawn, or to fupply his ordi- 
nary expences of living. 

Let us add to thefe confiderations, that while fugars, from 
their greater plenty, are falling in price, the rates of all the 
neceflasies fent out from Britain, for annual plantation-ufe, are 
enormoufly advanced, and negroes more fo than any other. 
The price of the latter has rifen, in the fpace of the lait 20 
years, 501]. per ceat and upwards, and Britifh wares in ge- 
neral at leaft 25 to 20 per cent. At prefent, the unhappy 
conflict with North America prefages a fimilar advance upon 
the articles of fupply ufuaily drawn from that continent ;—for 
by late advices from Jamaica we are informed, that hogfhead 
itaves, which ufed to be fold for 12]. per thoufand, are now 
raifed to 30 ].—And the misfortune is, that when the price of 
any of our plantation-fupplies has been once heightened, it has 
rarely, if ever, funk again to its former ftandard ; but the 
cagfe is very different in refpect to Weft Indian ftaple 
commodities ; the reafon of which is, that they are obliged 
to buy their fuppiies, and fell their produce, at whatever 
price is impofed upon, or offered to them; and this trul 
indicates the fituation in which the Colonies ftand with Bri- 
tain, and the defpotic controul which fhe holds over all the 
fruits of,labour. ‘I hofe among them who poffefs very large 
eftates, as Mr. Dawkins, Beckford, Pennant, &c. may bear up 
very well under thefe and other additional preflures ; but man 
of the multitude muft, and do fink, particularly in the Ceded 
Iflands. Ruin, it is true, does not fall abruptly upon them; 
but intereft, and yearly increafe of principal, gradually creep 
on, and continue fpreading and eating away, like a leprous 
ulcer, till the whole capital is confumed paft recovery. Many, 
no doubt, have deceived themfelves by golden dreams, and vi- 
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fonary computations, It is almoft the conftant cuftom of the 

lanters in Jaraaica, to compute their incomes, and regulate their 
expences, by the nuimber of hog{heads and puncheons they expect 
to make every year; without ever inquiring into the ftate of debts, 
‘or examining the fum they may really be intitled to fpend, dedud&t- 
ing intereft and charges. Their debts they fettle by a note, bond, 
or mortgage, and then conclude them paid. Nothing, in any other 
part of the world, can equal their abfurdity, and their delu- 
fion. But hence it is, that fuch numbers continue involved as 
Jong as they live, and that fo many eftates are every year facri- 
ficed to creditors. The appearance of wealth, is there mif- 
taken for the reality of it, and the Jgnzs fatuus {till continues 
to dazzle, and invite frefh adventurers, who run the fame 
round for a while, and then get faft fluck in the fwamp, like 
their predeceffors. 

We would not be thought to fpeak with contempt of a Wefk- 
India property. We think it has been proved, that with care 
and fiugality, the planter’s occupation will be very profitable. 
We mean only to fhew, that the profits are not fo enormous as 
many half-informed arithmeticians imagine. That, in fad, 
they are {uch as will yield a very comfortable maintenance to 
a proprietor who acts with conftant circum!pection and ceco- 
nomy, and agreeable to the unerring counfel, which his annual 
ftate of accounts will prefent to his view. We ought by all fair 
methods to encourage new adventurers to improve our fettlements, 
by forming plantations ; but we cannot think ic honeft to tempt 
them with exaggerated profpects of immoderate gain; and by 
that means, miflead them into fallacious opinions, and a plan 
of living, which may terminate in beggary, and thus defeat 
the original defign of eftablifhing ufeful, permanent fettlers. 

To conclude with Mr. American ;—if we might judge of the 
reft of his Work, from what he fays of the Weft- Indies, we thould 
pronounce it a compilation hafti!y put together, after raking for 
materials in a book called, ¢ Political Effays,’ and every other tract 
that has contained any thing relative to Colony-hufbandry. Some 
imperfect hints he may have cafually picked up from perfons cone 
veriant with the Plantations; but as to the bu!k of his farrago,y 
the Author feems to be largely indebted to his own fertile ge- 
nius, his own theories, and the obfervations he has drawn 
from long and feduloufly applying his mind to the fyftem of 
Britith Hufbandry. His opinions, therefore, upon American and 
Welt-Indian culture, muft in general be regarded as merely 
fpeculative, and arbitrary. It would have been comnendable, 
perhaps not unuleful, to collect and reduce into order, all that 
lies fcattered in different volumes and eflays upon this fubject ; 
and the Compiler, as juch, would have been allowed no fmall 
degree of merit. But when we find this pretended Yankee at- 
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tempting to foift himfelf upon us for the genuine Simon Pure, 
afluming airs of felf-fufficiency, and dictating to us with into. 
lerable prefumption ; he deferves the feverett caftigation, for 
his impofture, his arrogance, and his folly. Leg 





Art. VII. Letters written by the late Right Honourable Lady Lux. 
borough told illiam Shenfione, Ejg; 8vo. 5s. boards. Dodiley, 1775- 


HE genuine letters of perfons of diftinguifhed genius, 
“| learning, tafte, or wit, judicioufly felected, will always 
be a valuable prefent to the Public. And the fair fex are 
fo univerfally acknowledged to excel in the epiftolary art, 
that, whenever a female cabinet is laid open, curiofity and 
expectation are in an unufual degree awakened. Some cau- 
tion and judgment ought, however, to be employed in the 
choice of the materials for publications of this kind. It is 
as ridiculous to attempt to lay before the Public every thing 
that a wife man, ora fprightly woman, fays in the courfe 
of familiar correfpondence, as it would be, promifcuoufly to 
confign to the prefs the inftantaneous productions of daily 
converfation. It is impoffible for any one always to fpeak or 
write things worthy of the public attention. Ina long epifto- 
lary intercourfe, many things muft pafs, which, however 
agreeable or interefting to the parties themfelves, muft be 
mere trifies to the reft of the world; and many others, which, 
for want of an acquaintance with perfons, incidents, or 
places referred to, cannot be intelligible to the generality of 
Readers. It alfo frequently happens, that, while genius and 
fprightlinefs are afleep, we take liberties with a correfpondent, 
which it would be unpardonable to take with the Public, and 
give up the pen, without referve, to be directed by whim, or 
by dulnefs. To which may be added, that many ideas, which 
will bear repetition after the ufual intervals of letter-writing, 
will appear extremely tedious when they frequently recur in 
the compafs of a fingle volume, which is read with little in- 
terruption. 

There are, perhaps, few publications of genuine letters, 
however entertaining and valuable, which do not afford fome 
iiluftrations of thefe remarks. But we have feldom met with 
any work of this kind towhich they might be fo properly applied, 
as to the letters now before us. Without calling in queftion 
Mr, Shenftone’s judgment, who has pronounced them to be 
written ‘ with abundant eafe, politenefs, and vivacity,’ we 
may venture to silert that far the greater part of them were 
improper for publication, and that in their prefent form the 
will probably appear to moft readers dull and tirefome. Ge- 
neral profeffions of eiteem and friend{hip perpetually repeated 
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—a thoufand civil and polite things in praife of Mr. Shen- 
flone’s fentiments and tafte, of his poetical productions, and of 
the beauties of the Leafowes—obfervations and queries con- 
cerning improvements in her Jadyfhip’s houfe and gardens, 
which no one can underftand without having feen the places 
and objects about which fhe writes ; to determine, for inftance, 
the beit fituation or form of a garden-feat or wail, the beft 
manner of decorating an apartment, the moft elegant form 
of an urn, or the moft proper difpofition of a plantation or 
fhrubbery—minute narratives of incidents too local and per- 
fonal to afford general entertainment—oblique references to 
things not explained—and criticifms oa authors, not fuffici- 
ently accurate and particular to excite attention: thefe, 
with innumerable {mall articles which no one would think of 
reading mere than once. from the deareft correfpondent in the 
world, on the topics of invitations, apologies, the weather, 
the roads, fervants, horfes, ftage-coaches, polt-chaifes, &c: 
&e. fill up fo great a part of the volume, that we think it 
would be difficult to extract materials for general entertain- 
ment fufficient to fill a moderate Shandean duodecimo. 

The following extracts are fome of the moft valuable parts of 
this publication : 

LETTER XVIII. 

‘ The impatience with which I waited for the pleafure of hear. 
ing from you, in anfwer to my laft, 1 looked on as a proof that 
nothing I could read was fo agreeable to me as what you wrote : 
and had | been doubtful in my opinion, your letter and autumn 
verfes would have confirmed it. This is no compliment, nor am 
I guilty of flattery. I fpeak my mind; fo that if I am guilty of 
an error, it muft be in judgment; and I do not believe it poffible, 
even for all your modefty, to pack a jury that would find me fo 
in this cafe: yet juft as I amto your writings, I am partial tothe 
autumn feafon:—perhaps you will become fo when grown fome- 
what older; and not exclaim againft that penfive feafon (as you 
call it) which, if it does not afford all the gaieties of fpring and 
fummer, is however attended with fewer difappointments. Would 
you in {pring enjoy the beauty of your parterre, a fudden fhower 
drives you home; in fummer you are obliged to fhut out the delicious 
profpect of the ripened grain and the various labours of the peafant, 
left, like him, you fhould be fcorched by the fun-beams, which 
your fpreading waters reflect the more ftrongly, or be catched, 
though under the fhelter of an oak, by the mercilefs lightning ; 
whereas in autumn, though more languid, the fun has ftill power 
to chear, and its gentle heat caufes no pain ; it ftill ferves to ripen 
fruits, which are to be your confolation in winter; and though 
the days are fhort, every hour of them may be enjoyed in meads 
and groves, where indeed the trees lofe their verdure; but it is no 
more than changing their drefs, (as fome lowly nymphs have done 
pf late) from a plain green gown to a rich brocade mixed with 
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ten thoufand fhades: and as it is wove by the hand of Nature, 
fhould ftill pleafe in its variety, though not equally as in its bloom ; 
nor fhould its more folemn and decent appearance anticipate by ree 
flection the rigours of winter. Too foon fhe will make her fhiver- 
ing naked appearance, and make us wifh ourfelves buried with the 
ant, till fpring returns, unlefs fome focial friends aflemble (as 
at Barrell’s in 1747) to fupply with their converfation the abfence 
of the fun. I cannot perfuade Mr. Outing to allow of my indul- 
gence to autumn; though, to favour my argument, Nature has 
been fo remarkably kind this laft Oétober to adorn my fhrubbery 
with the flowers that ufually blow at Whitfuntide, and deck my 
appletrees with bloffoms, which we faw upon two of the trees 
three days ago, and have now primrofes and polyanthufes growing. 
Perhaps it is not fo at the Leafowes; for though the fame fun lights 
us, it may be clouded over there ; and your flowers withered all 
when Thomfon died, Nature indeed fhould mourn for one who fung 
fo well her praifes ; but that debt paid, and his own placed in your 
grove (fo worthy of its reception) fhe will no longer weep her 
poet, but adopt you her favourite to fucceed him. is Cattle of 
Indolence I have read at laft, and admire feveral parts of it. ‘ He 
makes the wizards fong molt cngaging: but, as Lady Hertford ob- 
ferves, it is no wonder ; for 

‘ He needs ro mufe who didtates from the heart ;’ 
and Thomfon’s heart was ever devoted to that archimage. Do not 
copy him too nearly in that; it would be cruel to your friends if, 
like hun, 
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your ditty fweet 
* You loathed much to write, nor cared to repeat.’ 

‘ I hall be glad to fee the model of your urn; but more glad 
to fee the urn itfelf in your grove, and your fhadow trembling in 
your tran{parent ftream. I hope it will be executed, as it will give 
you a penfive pleafure, and to all who fee and read how you have 
celebrated the memorv of one who fo well deferved it. Future urns 
no doubt wil be raifed to you, but long may they remain unne- 
ceflary ! though, according to your propofing to end your labours 
(which is ending your pleafures) as foon as two more things are 
ereCted, I fhould look upon your death as very near, and that you 
imagine he is to {natch you to his arms juft as you are laying the 
laft white brick of the fecond garden-feat : for no lefs a monarch 
than he could flop the courie of your elegant improvements. If I 
guefs right, the moit rapid current, or (what is yet ftronger) the 
moft afpiring ambition might as well be flopped, as your inclination 
ceafe, which forces you to adorn your villa, or ever your tafte de- 
{cend to the vulgar rule of leaving things as you foundthem. I 
often wifh ] had had that fame ufetul vulgar prudence; and yet how 
afhamed fhould I have been of it, when friends of tafte had feen me 
enjoy the thiitles and nettles that adorn this favage place, as con- 
tentedly as the afs that feeds on thera ?—— 


LETTER XXVIII. 


———Thofe perfons who cannot find pleafure in trifles, are ge- 
merally wiic in their own opinions, and fools in the opinion of the 
wife, as they neglect the opportunities of amufement, without 
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which the rugged road of life would be infupportably tedious. I think 
the French are the beft philofophers, who make the moit they can 
of the pleafures, and the leaft they can of the pains of life; and are 
ever ftrewing flowers among the thorns all mortals are obliged to 
walk through; whereas, by much reflection, the Englifh contrive 
to fee and feel the thorns double, and never fee the flowers at all, 
but to defpife them ; expecting their happinefs from things more 
{olid and durable, as they imagine: but how feldom do they find 
them! one meets indeed with difappointments in trides; but they 
are eafier borne: yet I confefs | was much concerned laft week at 
the difafter which befel my poultry, and found myfelf punifhed for 
my prefumption in daring all my neighbours to produce fuch fine 
turkies as mine, of which I had thirty-feven, and fix of them were 
fit to eat; whereas a pole-cat fetched away twenty in one night, 
and eight at three in the afternoon next day, and fucked the eggs 
of the turkies, ducks, and chickens, and (what vexed me more upon 
your account) of the Guinea hens.’—— 
LETTER XxXIxX. 

‘ —— TIT faw to-day in the London Evening-Poft a letter, which 
reflects upon my brother B—ke, in regard to Mr. P—pe’s treachery 
to him; in which the blame feems to be thrown from him upon 
my brother, I have not yet feen any one thing more that has been 
publifhed concerning it, except a preface in a magazine in his fa~ 
vour, the truth of which I could atteft; and have often wondered 
he could fo long ‘tifle the abominable ufage he met with from P—pe 
in printing his work, which he had intrufted him to review, intend- 
ing that it fhould not be publifhed till after his own death. The 
letters between P—pe and the printer, bargaining for the price, 
were found by lord Marchmont, whofe bufinefs it was, by P—pe’s 
laft will to look over his papers jointly with lord Bol——ke: but 
as to the fubject of the book, I know nothing of it; nor is that to 
the purpofe as to P—pe’s bafenefs to the beit of friends ; without 
whom he had never fhone in the Effay on Man.’ 

LETTER XXXVIII. 

‘I do not know whether I am making reparation for my paft 
offence, filence, Or committing a worfe, by babbling: for I not 
only anfwered your letter by your fervant, but wrote again the very 
next day; and ftill upon the fame fubject, Urns. I hoped for an 
an{wer laft Thurfday ; but not having one, 1 now torment you with 
a third epiftle, which will probably draw another from you; and, 
was your politenefs out of the queftion, I fhould expect it to be an 
order for me to flop my pen: [ think it would be judt; and as the 
French flyle (and French every thing) is fafhionable, it might be al- 
lowable for you to fay in that language to me, cela fufhit: which 
phrafe 1 have often heard ufed by thofe who would be fhocked to 
hearin rough Binglith * hold your tongue ;’ though [ think, found 
makes the difference, not fenfe. Talking of that, who would have 
thought a pack of i‘rench ftsollers could ever, in any fhape, have 
influenced the chooling or rejeing a member of the Britifh par- 
liament? and yet the advertifements about the Wellminfier eleciion 
thew them to be perfonaces of confequence.—It is it feems fad, 
that a pretty good fet of Knglith atters, who made an attempt to 
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fetup a ftage in a province on the out-fkirts of France, (where 
our language was a little underftood) were driven off with the ut- 
mott fcurrility ; and yet our nobleffe fupport their ftrollers here ; 
for they are, I hear, eftablifhed in fpite of the fracas made by the 
gallery ; being well fupported by our lords, ladies, and flill more 
by fome of our officers, who though they ran away from the French 
in Flanders, are eager to follow them here, and to pay their ob- 
fequious devoirs to the outcaft of them.—What will not Englifhmen 
now bear! 

‘Were it permitted to find fault with m—fty, I fhould be an- 

ry Penlez did not receive the royal mercy. But, on the other 
hand, I am pleafed with the k—g’s anfwer to the d--ke of New—, 
who went to his clofet exulting with joy to inform him of the 
fortunate event of Sir Watkin’s death: ‘1 am forry for it; (an- 
{wered his m—fty) he was a worthy man, and an open enemy.’ 
This fine anfwer makes one regret that his min—rs govern in- 
ftead of him.—But how happens it pray, that [ talk fomething 
tending towards politics to you? 1 do not conceive what could 
make it enter into my head: but when it did do fo, I can eafily 
conceive it would fly away with my pen: for fo negligently as I 
write, the firft ideas that prefent themifelves go off to my friends, 
unpolifhed and unconnected: but to others | give a very little 
flummery, and fo conclude. This word fuzxmery, you mult know, 
Sir, means at London, flattery and compliment ; and is the pretent 
reigning word among the Beaux and Belles. Pardon my telling 
you what your Dictionary would not have told you; and par- 
don me alfo boafling of knowing fomething about the fafhions 
my neighbours do not know, and which, thanks to chance, I do 
know !—1 hope this felf-exaltation will not draw upon me the guilt 
of the arrogant Pharifee. My knowledge does not extend very 
far, as learned as J am; and yet I know it is the fafhion for every 
body to write a couplet to the fame tune (viz. an old country 
dance) upon whatever fubject cccurs to them; [ fhould fay upon 
whatever perfon, with their names toit. Lords, gentlemen, ladies, 
flirts, fcholars, foldiers, divines, matters, and mifles, are all au- 
thors upon this occation, and alfo the objects of each others fa- 
tire: it makes an offenfive medley, and might be called a por- 
pourri; which is a potful of all kinds of flowers ‘which are feve- 
rally perfumes, and commonly when mixed and rotten, fmell very 
ill, ‘This coarfe fimile is yet too good for about twenty or thirty 
couplets I have feen, and they are all perfonal and foolith fatire, 
even feverally; fo I will not fend them: but to make amends for 
my grave politics, I will fend you a good pretty innocent Ballad, 
wrote by a Mifs Jenny.tamilton, a pretty girl acout town, who is 
going to marry More, the auihor of the Foundling, and writes word 
of it herfelf in this manner to an intimate friend in the country. It 
confifts, as you will find, of puns (or as the French properly call it 
jeu de mots) upon his name; and thoughI never was a lover of 
puns, I do not diflike the natural fprightiy turn of thefe; and I 
hope they will amufe you a few moments, for the reafon you quote 
from Cibber (himfelf!) ‘ That {mall matters amufe in the country.’ 
i truth of which moft people have felt, or are unfeeling and un- 
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LETTER LXVII. 


—My own fpirits are much lowered by my brother Bolingbroke’s 
misfortune ; which thunderbolt fell upon him quite unexpectedly, by . 
the injuftice or unfkilfulnefs of French jurifprudence, and the chi- 
cane of their lawyers. He has appealed now to their parliament, 
where, if he does not find redrefs, it will be to their difgrace; but 
-  f much to his detriment, that I dread the thoughts of it, The 
_ French judges are partial, even without having the modeity to dif- 
— guife their partiality ; and of the cuflomary law of Paris it is faid 
proverbally, gue les formes emportent le fond. ‘Vhis iniquitous and ab- 
{urd judgment, given againft my brother, is upon a prefumption that 
he was married to his late lady before the year 1772, which he was 
not; though, out of honour and friendthip, he did too much to let it 
be believed in France: and his delicacy is thus rewarded by herown 
daughter and fon-in law, who owe him great obligations, ‘hey 
take from him 18,500 livres a year in annuities in that country, and 
condemn him to pay 300,000 livres to the marquis de Montmorin, 
his daughter-in-law’s hufkand. Every livre is about one fhilling ; 
fo the jum is very confiderable to any body, much more to a perfon 
harafled by attainders, forfeitures, &c.—But why do I harafs you 
| with all this account? it is feemingly not the part of a friend to do 
' fo, as your fpirits rather want to be cheared: and yet it is a ftron 
_ proof of friendfhip; for to whom fhould one open one’s heart, a 
{peak of one’s forrows, but to the perfon whom one thinks capable 
of feeling for one? and of courfe that muft be one we have a friende 
thip for, and on whofe reciprocal friendihip we depend. 

é LETTER LXXIX. 

—For once bid bufinefs avaunt, and afk us how we do at Bath, 
and at your friend Graves’s. We can offer you friendly converfa- 
tion, friendly f{prings, friendly rides and walks, friendly paftimes to 
| diflipate gloomy thoughts; friendly bookfellers, who for five fhil- 
| lings for the feafon will furnifh you with all the new beoks ; friendly 








chair-men, who will carry you through ftorms and tempefts for fix- 
pence, and feldom elfe, for ducheffes trudge the ftreets here unat- 

| tended: we have alfo friendly Othellos, Falftaffs, Richards the If/d. 
/ and Harlequins, who entertain one daily for half the price of your 
Garricks, Barrys, and Richs—and (what you will fcarcely believe} 
| we can alfo offer you friendly folitude; for one may be an Anchoret 
here without being difturbed by the queftion why *—Would you 
fee the fortunate and benevolent Mr. Allen, his fine houfe, and 
fone quarries? Would you fee our law-giver, Mr. Nath, whofe 
white hat commands more refpeét, and non-refiftance, than the 
crowns of fome kings, though now worn on a head that is in the 
8cth year of its age? To promote fociety, good-manners, and a 
coalition of parties and ranks; to fupprefs {candal and late hours, 
are his view; and he fucceeds rather better than his brother mon- 
archs generally do: haften then your fteps; for he may foon be car- 
ried off the ftage of life, as the greateft muft fall to the worms re- 
palt; yet he is new hanging his collection of beauties, fo as to have 
{pace to hang up as many more future belles. His Apelles is 
Howard (in crayons); his Praxiteles is Howard’s broiher, who, 
though 
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though a ftatuary, deigns alfo to exercife his art in fculpture on 
humble paper cielings, which are very handfome—— 
LETTER Cl. 

Though I undertake to write to you to night, I do not know how 
my letter is to be wafted to Birmingham, unlefs fome kind fylph 
offers her fervice; the terreftrial meffengers not being able to travel, 
at leaft not in this country, where it {nows, rains, and freezes, not 
alternately, but at the fame time. Is that your cafe in Shrophhire? 
if fo, I pity you; but I think you and I, who have not much elfe to 








do, fhould utter our lamentations to each other from the corners of | 


the fame chimney. Sharing the burden ofwintcr, would be leffening 
it to each of us. I cannot go to the Leafowes; ergo you mutt 
come to Barrels, or we cannot meet; is not this true reafoning? You 
will fay (and perhaps with truth), that it is like an invitation to a 
funeral; which, I am perfuaded, is a compliment mott people 
would be glad not to receive; but though it could not entertain you 
to accept of fuch an invitation, it would illuitrate your friendly qua. 
lities, by affording you an opportunity of giving, rather than of 
receiv.ng, pleafure. The word pleafure, reminds me that I have 
received a very agreeable epiftle from your friend Mr. Hylton, whofe 
lofs of a place at court does not feem to fit heavy upon him, Itis 
no more than I expeéted from the good fenfe I obferved in him,— 
LETTER CIV. 

Whether you are well or ill, alive or dead? and whether you 
remember that you have a fincere friend here, who is impatient for 
the pleafure of your company, and that you promifed to come here 
before this time ? are the queries | defire you to anfwer by the bearer, 
who goes to the Leafowes on purpofe to receive thofe anfwers ; which 
I hope will folve my doubts, and fet my mind at eafe. You are two 
letters in my debt. 

The clofe of Chriftmas is furely come ; for the rooks are building, 
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and confirm the new-ftile; yet you remain by your own fire fide, tee | 


gardlefs of us abfent mortals, who regret the want of your company, 


and which you beftow perhaps upon your parifhioners ; for I imagine | 


your neighbours of higher rank have abandoned you, as you do us: 
{ fay ws, but it is improperly that I write in the plural number; for 
God knows I am as much alone as a hermit ; but however I fhall fee 
Mr. Outing, and, I believe, Mr. J. Reynolds here this week; which 
will rather, I imagine, haften than retard your journey hither. Nei- 
ther roads, nor waters, nor wind, nor froft, muft be ment:oned by 
you, fince the cautious Mr. Outing refolves to encounter thofe ene: 
mies; for, though you do not wear acockade in your hat, I believe 
you as courageous as he. Adieu: [ fay no more; for you will come 
and hear whatever I have to fay, if you are a man of your word; aud 
. 1 e > . . 
you will take mine, I dare fay, when I affure you that 1 am, unfeign- 
edly, your faithful and obliged fervant, 
HO Luxzos ouch. 
As 2 private correfpondence, thefe Letters will be allowed 
fome fhare of merit, efpecially if her ladyfhip’s apology be con- 
« 4 i 4 ae . 
fidered ; ©I never, fays the, made a copy of alter in my 
5 life ; 
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life; and my pen and hand being always on the gallop will 
fumble fometimes.’ But certainly, if all the female letters 
which have the fame claim to public atrention with thofe of 
Eady Luxborough were to be printed, the Reviewers would 
be obliged to look abroad for recruits to enlarge their corps, 
and it might be faid, almoft without a figure, that the world 
would not contain the books‘ that fhould be written.’ FE. 

° 
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Art. IX. The Nonconformifts Memorial : being an Account of the Mini- 
{ters who were ejected or filenced after the Reformation, particularly 
by the Act of Uniformity, which took Place on Bartholomew- 
day, Aug. 24 1662, containing a concife View of their Lives 
and Charatters, their Principles, Sufferings, and printed Works: 
Originally written by the Reverend and Learned Edmund Calamy, 
D.D, Now abridged and corre&ted, and the Author’s Additions 

- jnferted, with many farther Particulars and new Anecdotes, by 
Samuel Palmer. 'To which is prefixed an Introduction, contain- 
ing a brief Hiftory of the Times in which they lived, and the 
Grounds of their Nonconformity. Embellifhed with the Heads 
of many of thofe venerable Divines. 2 Vols. 8vo. 16s, 
Harris. 1775- 

T will be generally allowed, that an high degree of praife is 

. due to thofe who, from real principles of confcience, re- 
linquifh lucrative employments and refpectable fituations ; and 
this, whether their fcruples arife from rational and folid prin- 
ciples, or from marrow views and falfe opinions. On this 
ground, the names of thofe clergymen, who chofe to refign 
their {tation in the church, rather than violate their integrity 
by complying with the requifitions of the Act of Uniformity, 
pafled in the beginning of the reign of Charles II. will doubr- 
lefs ever be mentioned with applaufe. But it is not one 
memorable action, nor indeed a good character tn general, 
that is of itfelf fufficient to intitle a manto a place in the 
records of biography. Dziftinguifhing features, uncommon in- 
cidents, and interefting fituations, are neceflary to furnifh ma- 
terials for an entertaining and ufeful narrative. It was not 
to be expected @ priori that the lives of two thoufand men, in 
the fame walk of life, whofe education, employments, and 
connections were fimilar, would afford particulars fufficiently 
diftiné& and characterifiic to be worth preferving. 

We are not therefore furprifed to find, in the accounts of 
thefe good men here publifhed, fuch an uniformity and barren- 
nefs, as muft render the work extremely infipid to every reader 
who does not fit down to the repaft with an appetite parti- 
cularly prepared for the occafion. ‘We cannot ¢ifcern any va- 
luable end which is likely to be anfwered by this republication, 
except the profit that may. arife tothe editor from the fale of the 

Rev. Jan. 1776. F work, 
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work, among that large body of readers, to whom every renr- 
nant of Puritanifm is valuable. With refpect to reputation, 
the Editor will probably be much difappointed, if he expect any 
addition to the ttock which he has already acquired, except it 
be for the increafe of his zeal in the caufe of nonconformity. 
From the additions which he has made to the original work, 
we have received no other material information, than that 
the! Editor is poflefied of a comfortable fhare of credulity, as 
we infer from the credit which he gives to feveral extraordie 
narz relations. | : 

The utility of the work has, we fuppofe, been Mr. Palmer’s 
chief motive for undertaking it, and is that which he confiders 
as the principal reward of his labours. But even, on this 
head, we muft beg leave to exprefs our doubts. For, if it be 
confidered, how much fournefs of temper, as well as narrow- 
nefs of opinion, appears in the controverfial writings of thefe 
Nonconformifts, how exceedingly confined and partial they 
cenerally were, both in the principles and practice of tolera- 
tion; how much myfticifm and extravagance were blended 
with their devotions ; and what a heavy cloud the feverity of 
their manners caft over their rcligious profeffion ; it may, we 
apprehend, be fairly queftioned, notwithftanding all the faults 
which a cenforious eye may difeover in the clergy of the 
prefent age, whether it would be, on the whole, defirable to 
exchange their prefent fpirit and character, for that of the 
Puritans and Nonconformilts of the laft century. 

We cannot furely take a fairer method to judge of the effe& 
which the exhibition of thefe characters may be expected to 
have upon others, than to obferve the influence which the long 
and attentive ftudy of them feems to have had wpon our Me- 
morialift. Now it fufficiently appears from his preface, that 
his great veneration for his favourite characters, has left him 
Jittle inclination to allow any merit to the prefent race of di- 
vines, and has rendered him tevere and illiberal in his refle@ions 
upon them. In his remarks upon Dr, Burn (who, in his /er- 
fible* account of the changes which have taken place in the 
mode oi preaching, had ventured to call the divines who came in 
uponthe fallof Epifcopacy, during the civil wars,in general terms 
—doubrlets without meaning to include aay individual—an wn- 
lettered tribe), Mr. Palmer miftakes, or mifrepr~ents the Doc- 
tor’s meaning, by fuppoling his obfervation to extend to the 
Epifcopal minifters, who afterwards made fuch a diftinguifhed 
figure in the church of England ; whereas, it is moft evident, 
from the main drift of the paragraph, that he is {peaking of the 
Puritan minifters in oppofition to the Epifcopalian, and could 
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* See Review for Dec. 1773. 
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pot mean to include them. Vhe writings »f the Puritans and 
Nonconformilts, at the fame time that they prove, that many 
of them pofiefled a conficerable fhare of clathcal learning, 
{ow that Itterature was not an object of general attention 
among them; for though the numoer of writers was great, 
fcarcely any of them contributed to he improvement of gene- 
ral learning and fcience. Out of the lire of controvertial di- 
vinity we find no sames worthy of notice, except Talent's, the 
guthor of Chronclogical Tables; Gale, td author of the Court of 
the Gentiles, and o:her learned works, and the celebrated 
Naturalift Mr. Rays And with refpect to Mr. Ray, it is well 
known, that after he refigned his fellowfhip, he laid afide the 
clerical profeffion: and Dr. Derham, in his Life of Mr. Ray, 
fays, that Archbifhop Tenifon told him, + that he was much 
celebrated at Cambridge for preaching folid and ufeful divinity, 
inftead of that enthufiaftic {tuff which the fermons of that time 
were generally filled with.’ 

Our Memorialift is very angry with Dr. Burn, for faying, 
‘that, fo far as one can judge from the printed difcourfes of 
thofe times, the twelve years of ufurpation did not produce one 
rational preacher.’ But he ought to have remembered, that dif- 
ferent perfons often affix different ideas to the fame words, 
and that the term rational preacher may not perhaps convey the 
fame meaning to him as to Dr. Burn. If he thinks, that this 
term * has of late been ufed in an irrational fenfe;’ if he is 
of opinion that the fermons of the Puritans were ¢ far more 
worthy of the pulpit,’ that is, more rational, than thofe of 
Clagett, Sherlock, Wilkins, Tillotfeon, Smallridge, Clarke, 
Balguy, Orr, Fofter, &c. it is poflible that Dr. Burn may be 
of a different opinion: if fo, before the difpute can be decided, 
it muft be determined, whofe opinion is moft retional. 

The Editor’s polite remark upon thofe modern preschers 
who occafionally introduce quotations from ancicnt moralifts or 
modern poets, and the candid conftruction which he puts upon 
the practice, muft not be overlooked. ‘The Puritans, fays he, 
In ran‘acking their Bibles for proofs and illuftrations of what 
they advanced, ‘ a&ted at leaft as much in charaéter as thofe 
modern preachers who ranfack Heathen moraliits, or more 
commonly, and with far lefs pains, Enzlifh poets and flage- 
plays, for quotations, to amufe their audience, and difplay their 
‘afte, and have nothing to denominate their harangues fer- 
mons but the text,’ tind 

f a moral difcourfe, with pertinent quotations, muft not 
be honoured with the appellation of a fermon, with the leave 
of Mr, Palmer and the reft of the zealous advocates for Puri- 
tanical preaching, we will be contented with harangues. 

F 2 In 
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In perufing this Work, we have, for the amufement of our 
Readers, gathered up the following fingular titles of books— 
A Pearl in an Oyfler Shel! —The Saint’s Trian ales of Duttes, De. 
liverances, and Danzers—Chriftian ward and Arithmeticm 
A Triplicity of flupendius Pradigies; the Eclipfe, Comet, and Con 


tunéiion—Orthodsx Pavadsxes—A Treaitje a rain/t Long Hairs 


Arnoth er againft Aiay P. sles— all ufeful O.1ences aud profitable a 
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Aar. X. A foort State of the ' eafens for a late Refignation. 'Towhich 
are added, & ct ational Obfervations. And a “Letter to the Right 
Reverend the Bihop of Norwich. By John Jebb, A. M. 8vo, 
Gd. Crowder, &c. 177°. 

t YH E refignation of the learned and worthy Mr. Lindfey, 

has been followed by that of another gentleman, of di- 
fhinguithed character and merit. Mr. jebb, a man of eminent 
abilities and literature, who has long been known at Cambridge 
by his excellent lectures, and bis zeal to promote knowledge 
and good order in the univerfity ; and who hath recommended 
himtelf to the public by feveral valuable works,—has refigned 

into the hands of the bifhop of Norwich, his diocefan, the liv- 

ines of which he was pofleiled. His opinion, refpeéting the 

particular point.of doétrine, which gave occafion to that mea- 
fure, is ftared by him as follows : 

I fubmit my fentiments on thefe fubjects to the candour of 
the Public. I would not willingly fhock the feelings of any 
pious Chriftian. Let fuch refle&, that if I have embraced an 
optuion refpecting the Perfon of our Saviour, which is charge- 
able with heterodoxy, my declaration of fuch opinion cannot 
have the remoicit tendency to the impofition of it on his con- 
fcience. It is in the option of every Reader to reject it, if in 
his own apprehention it is abhorrent from the doétrines of the 
gofpel. 

‘It has been for fome time paft my firm perfuafion, that the 
doclrine of the Trinity as explained in the Creed of Atha- 
nalius—as propounded in the thirty-nine Articles of the church 
of iEngland—as eftablifhed in the Liturgy, and further guarded 
by penal fandtions in the reign of William the IIId. is equally 
contrary to found reafon and the holy fcriptures. I am fully 
fatishied, that in the Divine Nature there is no PLuRALITY of 
Perfons ; but that the Almighty Author of the univerfe is in 
the ftricteft fenfe of the expreiion One. And I think I have 
reafon to believe, that the prefent openly avowed adherence of 
molt eftablifhed churches to a doctrine, which does not appear 
to have been the fentiment of Chriftians in the earlieft and 
the pureit ages of the church, is not only one of the mot 
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powerful obftructions to the converfion of the Mahometans and 
the Jews; but is alfo an almoft invincib'e objection to the cor- 
dial reception of the gofpel by many ferious weil-difpofed per- 
fons, in every rank of life, and in every {tate in Chriftendom. 

‘Many worthy perfons, who hold the forezoing opinion re- 
fpecting the Deity, are yet induced to believe that the prayers 
of Chriftians may with propriety be directed to Jefus Chritt, 
and imayzine that they may be vindicated tn this practice by the 
command of their Saviour, and the example of his apoftles. 

‘With the utmoft charity for thofe who entertain thefe fen- 
timents, | profefs myfelf to be of a different opinion. I am 
{tedfaitiy perfuaded, that the Creator of the world—the God of 
Abraham, of Ifaac, and of Jacob, who ts in the New Tetta- 
ment alfo ftiled the God and father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
is therein reprefented as the only proper Object of religious 
adoration. 

‘T neverthelefs acknowledge that a very high dearee of refpedct 
and veneration is due to the character of Jcfus, as the anoinied 
Prophet of the Moft Highs far excellin: in dignity and power 
every prophet who preceded him, I honour him as the Son oF 
Gop in what appears to me the feripture acceptation of that 
term—as the common Lord of Chriflians—as the appointed 
Judge of the living and the dead. But at the fame time I am 
convinced, that the diftance between him and Deity is INF1- 
NITE—that prayer to him is no where commanded in the {crip- 
tures—and, confequen:ly, that the addrefles of Cnriftians may 
with the fame propriety be directed to the Virgin Mary, as to 
the perfon of our Lord. 

‘Many of the clauies of the litany, end fome other prayers 
and invocations in the eftablifhed Liturgy of the church of 
England are immediately addrefied to our saviour—and honour 
and glory are frequently afcrived to the Hoty Spirit, whofe 
perfonal exiflence in my idea isjuttly queftionabie, 

‘While I neld Preferment, i certalniy was my duty to ofi- 
ciate in the feavice of the church. But contcious that my fen- 
timents were diametrically oppoted to ner doctrines, refpecting 
the object of devotion, the reading of thee addreflis was atiended 
with very great difguiet. I therefore embraced that meafure 
which alone feemed to promife me tranquillity. Lam happy in 
finding it has anfwered my expectation. Having refigned my 
preferment, and with it having divefted my/elf of the charader 
ofa Minifter of the Church of Enzland, [ have recovered that 
ferenity of mind, to which I had been long a ftranger.’ 

The Author has added fome mafterly remarks concerning the 
fpirit of Proteftantifm, and the ftudy of the Scriptures, from 
which we fhould have made a few extracts, if we had not been 
obliged to omit them, for the fake of inferting Mr. Jebb’s let- 
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ter to the bifhop of Norwich; the perutzl of which will be 
peculiarly agreeable tomany of our Keacess. 
ce My Lord, 

“© T think it proper to give you this previous information, 
that | prop te to retrzn the rectory of Homershe.d and vicarage 
of Flixton into your lordfhips hands, upon the zgth, or goth 
of the prefent month (September. ) 

“© As the motives which induce me to embrace this refolu- 
tion may poflibly be mifconftrued, it will not I truft be thought 
impertinent it 1 ftate them to your Lordthip. 

‘In the firtt place | think it necetlary to atiure your Lordthip, 
that, aithougn I efteemed it to be my duty to take an active 
part in the late »e:iuio0n of the clergy, the principles mat.tained 
in that juft remonitrance do not, in my apprehenfion, appear 
to lay me unuer avy odligaiion to relinquil my prefent fta- 
tion. 

<¢ The Author of the ConrrssronaL, my lord, had convinced 
me of the unlawfuinefs and inexpediency of requiring a fub- 
fcription to fyftematic articles of faitn and doctrine, from the 
teachers of the gofpel in a Proteftent church. 

“¢ My own obfervation inthe univerfiry of Cambridge further 
tended to fatisty me with refpect to the impropriety of fuch a 
requifition : and the vilible neglect of the ftudy of the {criptures 
in this age and country feemed in a great meafure to be derived 
from that reftraint of the exercile of private judgment, which is 
the unavoidable confequence of this uneditying impofition 

‘With thefe convictions it was impoflibie for me to decline 
engaging with thofe diftinguifhed friends of religious liberty, 
who efiociated for the purpote of foliciting, for themfelves and 
their brethren of the church of England, an exemption from 
the obligation of declaring, or fub{cribing their afient to any 
formulary of doctrine, which fhould be propofcd as explana- 
tory of the Word of God. 

$+ It appeared to me to be a fuficient reafon for fuch applica- 
tion, that the doctrines, contained in the 39 articles, being 
the deductions of frail and fallible men, and exprefled in un- 
{criptural terms, were eflentially differenced, in point of au- 
thority, from thofe holy fcriptures, to which we have profefled 
an abiolute and unreferved fubmiffion as the only rule of reli- 
gious faith and practice—and that the requifition of aflent to 
them was eventually fubverfive of the right of private judgment, 
a right, on which every Proteftant church was founded, and 
the exercife of which our own church in particular, in one of 
her forms of ordination, not only allows us, but enjoins. 

** It alfoappeared evident to me, that the inquiry, whether or 
no the 39 articles exprefs the genuine fenfe of fcripture, was a 
gueition of a very different nature from that, to which the peti- 
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(joners invited the attention of their brethren-—that perfons of 
the moft oppofite opinions, with refpect to the doctrine of the 
articles, might unite in a declaration, that every attempt to 
effeét an uniformity of fentiment concerning the fenfe of {crip- 
ture, by other means than the force of argument, and rational 
conviction, was utterly unwarrantable, and bore too ftriking a 
refemblance to that fpirit of intolerance, which forms the diftin- 
guifhing character of Antichriftian Rome—and, laftly, that 
many members of our church might be truly fenfible of the 
inexpediency of requiring this fubfcription—might addrefs a 
competent tribunal with a view of effecting an abolition of the 
practice, and yet continue to hold and to accept preferment, 
without violating the di@tates of confcience, and with great 
advantage to the Chriftian caufe. 

«« My objections, my Lord, to the accepting and the holding 
of preferment in the church of England, bear no relation to the 
caufe of the petitioning clergy—the reafons which influenced 
me inthe forming of the refolution, now communicated to your 
Lordfhip, are entirely my own. 

“¢ After the moft ferious and difpaffionate inquiry, I am per- 
fuaded, my Lord, from the concurrent teftimony of reafon and 
revelation, that the SupREME Cause of all things is, not 
merely in Ejfence, but alfo in Perfon, One. 

‘sBy the force of the fame evidence I am convinced, that 
this Almighty Power is the only proper object of religion. 

“© The Liturgy of the church of England is obvioufly found- 
ed upon the idea, that in the Divine Nature is a TRinity of 
Péffons, to each of which every fpecies of religious adoration 
is addrefled, as well as fuch powers afcribed, as are the incom- 
municable attributes of God. 

‘¢ Under my perfuafion of the erroneoufnefs of this do&rine, 
I cannot any longer with fatisfaction to myfelf officiate in the 
eftablifhed fervice: and as ] certainly can have no claim to the 
emoluments of my profeffion, .unlefs [ am willing to perform the 
cuties of it, I therefore refigzn my preferment. 

“* But, my Lord, although I find myfelf under an obligation 
to relinquifh my prefent ftation in the church of England, 1 
do not-renounce the profeflion of aCHRIsTIAN. Qn the con- 
trary, penetrated by the cleareft convictions of the high im- 
portance, and divine authority of the gofpel, I will labour to 
promote the advancement of fcriptural knowledge with increaf- 
ing zeal ; and will ever be ready to unite, with heart and hand, 
in any juft and legal attempt to remove that Burden of Subfcrip- 
tion to Human Formularies, which | efteem one of the mott 


powerful obftructions to its progrefs. 
‘Tam, &c.” 
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We cannot avoid exprefling our concern, that tre church of 
England fhould be deprived of fuch valuable members, for want 
of rendering her terms of admiflion, and forms of worthip, 
more agreeable to the Chriftian ftandard. The celebrated Mis, 
Barbauld, indced, obferves, in her late ingenious Eflay on the 
Devotional Tafte, &c. that * we Jearn to refpect whatever 
re(pects itfelf; and are catily ld to think that fyftem requires no 
a'teration, which never admits of any.” §* It is this circum 
ftance, fhe fays, which gives a dignity to the church of Rome,” 
Without envying this jady her admiration of the church of 
Rome, or difputing the propriety of it, we muft declare it as 
our opinion, that the conduct fhe deems fo refpectable, is very 
untuitable to the characler of a reformed eftablifhment. Such 
a conduct, in a Proteflant eftablifhment, which is obliged, by 
its original principles, to be as conformable as poffible to the 
holy {criptures, rather deferves, perhaps, to be termed folly 
and obttinacy, than dignity. The refufal of alterations, fo 
favourably fpoken of by Mis. Barbauld, is extremely prejudi- 
cial to the church of England. It not only excludes from her 
miniflry a number of able and worthy men, who might be her 
ornament and fupport, but contributes, likewife, to promote a 
fpirit of irreligion and infidelity. ‘The progrefs of infidelity on 
the one hand, and of enthufiafm on the other, may, poflibly, 
in time, bring on a crifis, in which the church of England 
will with that fhe had learned more truly to refpect herfelf, by 
admitting thofe alterations, which would have added to her 
purity and perfection, and have fecured her real dignity. K. 





The following remark, which was, by accident, left out of 
our account of Dean Tucker’s Humble Addrefs, may be fupplied 
in this place, viz. 

In the firft Article of this Month’s Review, at p. 4, between 
the firft and fecond paragraphs, add (after the words ** pro- 
cured in other places,”) It fhould, alfo, be remembered, that 
our returns from Germany and Holland, confift chiefly of lin- 
nens, of which a great part is confumed by the Colonifts, who 
eventually pay a confiderable duty for them to government. 
But fhould the Dean’s projected feparation take place, the 
people of America would fupply this part of their wants bya 
cheaper and more direct channel, and would thereby greatly 
leflen thofe exports, which are now the Author’s boaft : for it 
was clearly proved, in the Houfe of Commons, when a late ap- 
plication was made for new bounties on Britifh linnens, that 
any diminution of our ufual importation of Dutch and German 
Jinnens would proportionably leflen the amount of our exports 
to thofe countries.—But granting, as we readily do, that Great 
Britain has other valuable channels of trade befide that to Ame- 
riCay 
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rica, can it from thence be juftly inferred that we ought there- 
fore wantonly to reject the benefits refulting from our Ameri- 


can commerce? B 
a¢¢¢ xX, 


MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 


For JANUARY, 1776. 
AMERICAN CONTROVERSY. 


Art. 11. Some Reafons for appreving of the Dean of Gioucefler’s 
Plan of feparating from the Colonies, With a propofal for a fur- 
ther Improvement. Conant. 8vo. 1S. 1776. 

4-H I reafons here offered are fuited and intended to ridicule 

the plan in queition, and they cannot fail of fuccefs. The 
following extract will ferve as a fpecimen of this ironical produc- 
tion, Viz. 

‘ This inimitable plan is addrefied by the author of it, with a 
modefty which is the charatteriftic of real genius, cto perfons only 
of a certain defcription; to country gentlemen, whofe great and 
enlightened minds having no other biafs than the trifling confide- 
ration of a fhilling or two to be deducted from the land-tax, in 
cafe an American revenue fhould be effeéted, make them unquef- 
tionably the propere/? and moff unexceptionable judges. 

‘ There is a fimplicity in the idea of renouncing our American 
Colonies, which clearly evinces it to be the conception of a great 
mind. It is obvious when explained ; and yet the genius of 
one perfon only in the nation was capable of difcovering it. How 
fuperior is it to the foolifh defigns of thofe fhort-fighted politi- 
cians, who imagine the ftrength of a nation to confilt in the mag- 
nitude of its dominions, the number of its people, and the extent 
of its commerce! and how preferable to the wild fyftems both of 
miniftry and patriots! if we adopt the meafures of government, 
we fhall fpend millions, wafte the moft precious blood of our 
fellow-fubjeéts, and, after all, reap nothing but misfortune and dif- 
grace. If we gratify the withes of oppofition, and repeal our atts ; 
what is it but to confefs, like children, that we have done wrong, 
and to return to the old dull fvftem of coloay-government, which 
we have purfued uniformly ever fince their eitablithment? but if we 
renounce America, all thefe difadvantages will vantth: our honour 
will be in fecurity, the lives of our countrymen will be preferved, 
and our treafures will remain undiffipated. One fimple manifefto 
of the nature the Dean recommends, will, as it were by magic, 
put an end to ail our troubles at once, and relieve this unhappy 
nation from that weight of foreign dominion, under which it is al- 
mot entirely crufhed, 

* Befides the facility with which fuch a project may be executed, 
confider the effeét of it. It will punith the Americans more feverely 
than can be done by the utmott exertions of your ficet and army.— 
When they find you abandon them, that you will make no more 
regulations of their commerce, that you will no longer oblige them 
to refort to your ports, and will not appoint governors to fuper- 
intend their provinces, but leave them to their own difcretion ; 

they 
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they will fink into abfolute defpair. When the act is delivered te 
the congrefs, there will be as great coniternation among them, as 
among the States of Holland, when they received the edict of paci- 
figdtion fod Spain, by which fhe declared that fhe would no longer 
carry on the war againft them, but punifh them by cutting them 
off from her empire, and leaving them to their own independence, 
—The demagogues will be filent.—Mr. Adams will, for once, feel 
for his unfortunate country, and Mr. Hancock will read the fatal 
itatute with more difmay, than he did the eloquent proclamation by 
which his head was proicribed.’ 

That the abfurdity of the Dean’s plan may, however, be ren- 
dered more evident, our Author propofes, ‘a further improve- 
ment’ by feparating likewife from Ireland, and with great juttice 
fupports the propriety of this feparation by the very fame argu- 
ments, and often in the fame words, which are employed by the Dean 
to convince us of the expediency of feparating from the Colenies. 


Art. 12. The Speech of his Grace the Duke of Manchefler, againft 


the Bill for probibiting all intercourfe with the Colonies. 4t0. 15, 

Kearfly. 

Rational, manly, and difpaflionate; favourable to our Colonies, 
but juft to our conflitution, The arguments ufed by his Grace, 
are, in fubftance, the fame with thofe advanced in the Lara’s Pro. 
zef? againit the fame bill. 


POLITICAL. 

Art. 13. Remarks upon the Refolutions of the Houfe of Ccmmans, 
with Refped to the Poor, Vagrants, and Houfes of Correfion. By 
a Juftice of the Peace within the County of York, 8vo. 6d. 
Nicoll. 1775. 

The Author modeftly apologizes for the freedom he has taken in 
venturing to offer his opinions, in oppofition to thofe of one great 
branch of the legiflative body of the kingdom; but his apology 
was needlefs.—The Public are greatly obliged to every individual 
who, in a matter of fuch univerfal concernment, ftands forth, to 
propofe his hints and obfervations, for the benefit of his country. 
—He is no friend to the plan of county workhoufes ; and is appre- 
henfive that the propofed alteration in the poor laws may be pro- 
ductive of mifchiefs greater than thofe which it is intended to re- 
move.—His remarks are folid and judicious; and, confequently, 
worthy the attention of the gentlemen concerned in the projected 
amendments in this important branch of our police. — 

Art. 14. 4 Difcourfe on the Conflitution; extra@ted from a Jate 
eminent Writer, and applicable to the pre(ent Times. 8vo. 15, 
Robinfon. 1776. 

The editor, at the conclufion of a very abfurd preface, informs 
us, that he never met with any difcourfe, on the fubjeé& of alle- 
giance, better calculated to open the eyes of the people than that 
which is here publifhed; and, therefore, he would recommend the 
jerious confideration of it to all thofe who with well to their coun- 
try, efpecially at this time, when fo many wih illto it. 
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It was written,—he fays, by a gentleman eminently filled in the 
Englith law, who had ttudied the conttitution with integrity of 
mind, and has repreiented it with very great ability. : 

The defign of the difcourfe, thus iftrongly conimended, is to 

rove the exploded dottrine of paflive obedience and non-refiftance. 

Who was its author we do not recollect, nor are we {folicitous to 
inquire. Whoever he was, whether Judge Jefferies, or any other 
bale inftrument of tyranny, it merits nothing but contempt, or 
execration. 

What are we tothink of thofe who are endeavouring to bring 
to light productions which had juftly funk into oblivion; and who 
gre aiming, by this means, to revive the infamous tenets and 
maxims of flavery * Is their conduct to be afcribed to folly or vil- 


.Jainy? ‘They cannot, {urely, intend to fupport a government which 


is founded on the principles of the Revolution ! K 
MiscELLANEOUS, ’ 


- Art.1g. The Trial of Reginald Tucker, for the wilful Murder of 


his Wife, at the Alfixes, held at Wells, for the County of ‘omerfet, 

Auguft 25, 1775+ Taken in Short-hand by Jofeph Gurney. 4to. 

1S. Keartly. 

Shame on the Gothic ignorance of a barbarous age! What,— 
hang a philofopher *, for only killing a woman who was ao phi- 
lofopher ! 

‘¢ Damnant quod non intelligunt.”’ Cic. 


Art. 16. The Trial of Edward Ely for the Murder of Charles 
Bignel, in the Kingdom of Sweden, in the Year 1720. 4t0. Od. 
Bell. 

Ely was a furgeon’s mate, on board the Worcefter, one of the 
fleet in the Baltic, under the command of Sir John Norris, in the 
year abovementioned ; and Bignel was firft lieutenant of the fame 
fhip,—This trial is now reprinted, on account of the fimilarity of 
fome of the circumftances of Ely’s cafe, with thofe attending the 
affair between captain Roche, and lieutenant Fergufon, at the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

Art. 17. A folemn Declaration of Mr. Daniel Perreau; addreffed 
to the Public. Written by Himielf ; and publithed at his dying 
Requett. 8vo. 418 Evans. 1776, 

The unhappy brothers, to the laft moment of their lives, pro- 
telted their innocence of the crime for which they fuffered the juit 
penalty of the law.—It were dreadful to difbelieve thefe folemn de- 
clarations, and awful appeals to Heaven; and yet, what man in 
the full poffeffion of his fenfes, can credit them! Let us hope that 
time will throw fome light upon thefe dark proceedings. 

Art. 18. An Addrefs to the Members of the Senate of Cambridge. 
By John Jebb, M. A. 8vo. 3d. Wilkie. 1776. 

We have formerly mentioned, with approbation, the attempts of 
Our ingenious and worthy Author to introduce a fcheme of 
public examinations into the univerfity of Cambridge. ! hough his 
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Tucker, it feems, had once the honour to receive a premium 
or the invention of a new ventilator. 
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laudable endeavours have hitherto failed of fuccefs, yet they have 
been to powerfully fupported, that he has been encouraged again 
to form a plan of this kind, which he intends to propofe to the 
fuffrages of the fenate, upon fome day near the clofe of February, 
The plan is here exhibited, with the view of having it duly con. 
fidered and examined beforchand; and the propofitions of which 
it confifts, will be offered in dillinct graces, that a difference of 
opinion, concerning the particular mode of execution, may not 
obfiruct the eflabiifhment of thofe, which comprehend the merits 
of the main queftion. To us the fcheme laid down appears to be 
excellent; and we cannot but hope, that the friends to the repu. 
tation and intcrelt of the univerfity, and of the national welfare, 
will, at length, be found fo numerous as to crown it with fuc- 
cels. 

Art. 19. Stenozraphy: or a Concife and Practical Syftem of 
Short-hand writing ; by W. Wilhamfon, Teacher of that Art in 
London, late of Edinburgh. Small $vo. 108.6d. Brown, 1776, 
The art of fhort hand-writing has of late years received confi. 

derable improvements, by being reduced to more fimple principles, 
and rendered lefs burdenfome to the memory, while it preferves its 
principal exce!lencies, brevity and legibility.—The love of fim- 
plifying may, however, be carried too far; for it does not feem in 
the nature of the thing poffible to difencuinber this art from all 
paiticular rules of abbreviation, and at tue fame time to attain 
the ends of it in the moft perfect manner. The prefent fcheme 
of fhort hand is the mof fimple we have met with; making ufe 
of only 22 chara€iers ; 16 forconfonants, and 6 for 14, ch, fh, fis, 
ing, tion; and Jaying down no other fundamental rules than thefe 
four: ‘ That words mut be written according to their found with 
out regard to f{pelling—-That vowels are not to be written, but at 
the beginning and end of words, and then to be exprefled bya 
dot, which is to be ufed in common for all vowels without regard 
to the place in which it flands—That ail words, excevt where the 
point for vowels is ufed, are to be written, without taking off 
the pen—and that words or fentences may be abbreviated at plea- 
fure, by writing only the radical parts or firft letters of words, or 
wholly leaving out fuch words as the fenfe will eafily fupply.? 

Such a fyitem of flort-hand as this may certainly be learnt with 
great eafe, but wiciher it will have all the advantages of one which 
makes a more recuiar provition for abbreviation (as is the cafe, for 
inftance, in Lyren’s and Palmer’s fhort-hand,) muit be determined 
by the practitioners of the art. 

The principal defeéts we obferve in this fyftem, is that the fame 
character is uled for fand vw, and for g and 7, and that the letters 


is either expreficd by the ufual Roman charaéter, or by the we 


mark with the letter s. 

Art. 20. The Tutor’s Obfervations on Memory: With plain and 
practical Rules for improving and exercifing it; and brief hints 
on Compolition. For the Ufe of Schools, 8vo. 1s, Hay. 1775: 
Though the obfervations we meet with in this piece are extremely 

obvious, and the rules are not fufficiently particular and fyftema- 


tical for an elementary work ‘to be ufed in fchools; it comtams 
{ome 
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remarks, and plain directions, which may be of ufe ta 


NATURAL HisTORY. E. 
Art. 21. 4 Defcription of the MancosTan, and the Breap- 
Fauit: the firit, efleemed one of the moft delicious; and the 
other, the moit ufeful, of all the Fruits in the Kail-Indies. By 
John Ellis, Efq; Fellow of the Royal Societies of London and 
Upfal;, Agent for Dominica. To which are added, Direétions to 
Voyagers, for bringing over thefe and other vegetable Productions, 
which would be extremely beneficial to the Inhabitants of our 
Weit India Iflands. With Figures. 4to. 3s. Od. fewed. Dilly. 


1775° e + ‘. . . 
The Mangoftan is a tree, mentioned by different writers, as pro- 


fome jut 
young {tudents. 


- ducing the moit delicious fruit of any yet known, The tree itfelf, 


its leaves, fruit, Mower, feeds, &c. are here particularly defcribed. 
The fruit is faid to be of the fize of a fmall orange, of as delicate 
and agreeable a flavour as the richeft grape; full of juice, and tafting 
of ftrawberries and grapes together. In fhort, by the accounts here 
collected, it appears to be one of the fineft fruits in the world; ex~ 
ceedingly wholefome ; the only one which fick people may be allowed 
to eat without any fcruple, and is given with fafety in almoft every 
diforder. ‘ I have authority (fays this Author) to aflure the reader, 
that Dr. Solander, in the lait itage of a dreadful putrid fever that 
feized him at Batavia, when all his friends about him had. given him 
up for loit, found himfelf infenfibly recovering by fucking this de- 
licious and refrething fruit.’ The tree is about feventeen or eighteen 
feet high, its dried bark, we are told, is uf~d medically, with fuc- 
cefs; and alfo employed by the Chinefe dyers. But the Bread-Fruit 
tree, which, it is faid, has been little regarded in comparifon with 
the Mangoilan, is fuperior to it in point of ufe, The Mangoftan is 
beneficial to the fick and grateful toall. But the Bread-Fruit affords 
a moft necefflary and pleafant article of fubfiftenceto many. The 
tree is about the fize of a middling oak ; a particular defcription of it 
is here laid before the reader. ‘The ir:uit, we are told, is of the big- 
neis of a good penny loaf; the natives are faid to gather it before it 
is quite ripe, and bake it till the cruft is pretty black, then they rafp 
it, and there remains a pretty loaf, with a tender yellow cruit, and 
the crumb of it is foft and {weet as a new-baked roll: as this fruit is 
in feafon feven or eight months in the year, the natives feed on no 
other fort of bread during that tinie. Both the above trees are na- 
tives of the Eait Indies: the Mangojlan originally grows in the 
Molucea Iflands; the Bread-fruit tree in the Ladrone Iilands, par- 
ticularly in the Ifland of Tinian, where Lord Anfon found it, and 
in fome of the Philippines. Captain Cook met with it at Otaheite, 
and gives a very particular deicription of it in the account of his 
voyage. Mr. Ellis.pleads very earneitly and juftly for the introduc- 
tion of thefe trees into cur Weit-india Iflands; where, we think 
with him, the fruit of the Mangoitan would be peculiarly welcome 
and ferviceable; and the Bread-Fruit, which he thinks would eafily. 
be cultivated there, might probably be made to fuppiy an important 
article of food to all ranks of the inhabitants, efpecially to the Negroes. 
Hie gives particular direétions for the proper importation of thefe 
trees ; 
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trees; and to the elegant prints of the trees themfelves, fubjoing 
drawings of fuch boxes, a: have been found by experience capable 
of preferving very tender plants, in great health and vigour, during 
a very long and tedious voyage. He feems folicitous that thefe trees 


might be tranfinitted to Great Britain; but we fhould think they vit 
would hardly fucceed in our climate; particularly the Mangoltan, 
which our Author fays, in one place, could in thefe temperate 4 
regions only be preferved in ftoves, as an object of curiolity. va 
In the latter part of the work, Mr, Ellis gives a long lift of other €2 
trees and plants, which might be collected from different parts of the m 
world, and introduced, he apprehends, with fuccefs, to our Weft- A 
India Iflands. To this he adds obfervations and initruétions for 
captains of fhips, furgeons, fupercargocs, and others, who are un- ; 


acquainted with botany. We cannot but wifh that his propofals and 
initru€tions may be diligently attended to; as it appears to us an 
object of importance, which, in a courfe of years, might be followed 
by great national utility. We are glad to find there is fome 
probability that handfome premiums will be offered to encourage this 


defign. H 
RELtiGrous and CONTROVERSIAL, | 
By fome Accident, the Four following Tra&s, which have been pub- 
lifoed a confiderable Time, have hitherto efcaped our Notice. That 
this foould have been the Cafe, with regard to the Three fmaller | 
of them, is the le/s to be wondered at, as we believe they 
avere firjt printed and difperfed in the Country, and the lowne/s 
of the Price mujfi greatly, if not entirely, have prevented their 
being advertifed in the London Papers. But we cannot well ex- 
plain how the other came to be cmitted*. It is 


Art. 22. A free Addre/s to Proteflant Diffenters, on the Sub- 
ject of Church Difcipline; with a preliminary Difcourfe, con- 
cerning the Spirit of Chriftianity, and the Corruption of it 
by falfe Notions of Religion. By Jofeph Prieftley, LL. D. 
F.R.S. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Johnfon. 

In this Work, the Author reprefents the ftate and effect of church 
difcipline, in primitive times ; gives a general account of the cor- 
ruption and decay of the primitive church difcipline ; and then 
particularly defcribes the very low ftate of it among the Diffenters, 
with the inconveniences thence arifing. He points out, in the 
next place, the circumftances that have contributed to bring church 
difcipline into fo low a condition among the Diffenters; which 
leads him to a more diftin&t view of the progrefs and prefent 
eftimation of preaching. From thefe topics he paffes on to a de- 
lineation of a method of Church government; anfwers the ob- 
jeCtions that may be made to his fcheme; difplays its advantages ; 
and concludes with fome additional confiderations in favour of 
church difcipline, as motives to the eftablifhment of it. 

Dr. Prieilley (with whom we have no difpute, except when David | 
Hartley and the Scotch Philofophers happen to fet us together by 
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* Perhaps it was owing to the rear refemblance of its title, to 
that of another tract publithed about the fame time. 
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the ears) has treated the feveral parts of his fubject in a very fen- 
ble and liberal manner. He frecly ex poles the deficiences, ne- 
olects, and errors of the Diffenters in point of church difcipline ; 
und earneitly contends for its being put upon fuch a footing as 
may contribute to promote the purpofes of chriitian piety and 
irtue. 

The preliminary difcourfe, concerning the fpirit of chriflianity, 

is excellent; and the Author hath made fome admirable obfer- 

vations on the unhappy influence which falfe notions of religion, 
early imbibed, continue to have upon the minds and conduét of 
men, even after the notions themfelves have been difcarded. 

Art. 23. An Appeal to the ferious and candid Profeffors of Chri- 
fianity, on the following Subje&s, viz. 1. The Uleof Reafon in 

' Matters of Reli.ion, 2. The Power of Man to do the Wilt 
of Gop. 3. Original Sin. 4. Election and Reprobation. 5. 
The Divinity of Chrift, And, 6. Atonement for Sin by the 
Death of Chrift, By a Lover of the Gofpel. izmo. 1d. 
ohnfon. 

The fubjeéts here fpecified are treated in the plaineft manner, 
this fmall piece being intended for the benefit of common Chri- 
fians. We ean venture to fay, that it contains more good fenfe 
and rational divinity, than are to be found in many bulky vo- 
lames. ‘The Tract before us has gone through five editions; and 
the Writer expreffes his with, that any perfon would reprint this 
and the other fmall pieces conne&ted with it; efpecially in fuch 
a way, as that they may be fold wery cheap, or that thofe pere 
fons who think them calculated to do good, may afford to buy 
a number of copies to diflribute gratis. 

Art. 24. A familiar Illuftration of certain Paffages of Scripture 
relating to the Power of Man to do the Will of God, Origi- 
nal Sin, Eleétion and Reprobation, the Divinity of Chrift, and 
Atonement for Sin, by the Death of Chrift. By a Lover of the 
Gofpel. i2mo. 4d. Johnfon. 

This is a fupplement to the preceding pamphlet, containing 
a particular explanation of thofe paffages of fcripture which re- 
late to the dotirines mentioned in the title page, and are fup- 
pofed to favour the Calviniftical opinions. As much found cri- 
ticifm and fcriptural knowledge are here to be met with, as perhaps 
were ever comprifed in the fame compafs. 

Art. 25. The Triumph of Truth; being an Account of the Trial 
of Mr. E Elwall, for Herefy and Blafphemy, at Stafford Affizes, 
before Judge Denton. To which are added, Extracts from 
William Penn’s Sandy Foundation fhaken, and a few additional 
Iiluftrations. By the Author of an Appeal to the ferious and 
candid Profeffors of Chriftianity, &c. 1zmo. 1d. Johnfon, 
It appears that Mr. Elwall was tried at Stafford, in the year 

1726, for writing a book intitled, ‘ A true Teftimony for God 

and his facred Law; bring a plain, honeft Defence of the firft 

Commandment of God, againft all the Trinitarians under Heaven, 

Yhou foalt have no other Gods but me. At this trial he afferted 

and vindicated the dotrine of the divine unity, with a firmnefs 

and prefence of mind that were truly apoftolical, and which have 
had 
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had but few examples fince the firft promulgation of chrittianity, 
So great was the force of truth on this memorable occalion, that 
a reputable and honeft jury, directed by a good natured and fen. 
fible judge, acquitted the criminal, contrary to the exprefs laws 
of this country, according to which he ought to have been fen. 
tenced to a fevere punifhment, as a convicted and avowed blaf- 
hemer. We entirely agree with the prefent Publither, that it is 
impofible for an unprejudiced perfon to read this account of the 
trial (written by Mr. Elwall himfelf, with fo much true fimplicity, 
perfpicuity, and ftrength of evidence) without feeling the greateft 
veneration for the Writer, the fulleft conviction and love of the 
truth, and a proportionable zeal in maintaining it. 

It is well known, that the three preceding Tratts come from 


the pen of Dr, Prieilley. K, 


Art. 26. An Account of what Concern Dr. Gibbons had, in the 
date. TranfaBions among the Proteflant Difénters at Northampton; 
in which his Conduct is cleared from the unjuit Cenfures that 
have been paffed upon him. 8vo. 6d. Buckland. 

In our Review for July 177°, we gave fome account of a nar. 
rative* relating to Mr Hextal’s perfecution at Northampton; 
and, in mentioning the conduct of fome London minifters, (which, 
from the reprefentations contained in the pamphlet, did not ap- 
pear to be, 1n all retpects, juttitiable) we cafually fet down the name 
of Dr. Gibbons, one of thofe miniiters, inftead of the name of 
dr. Concer. 

Of this mi/nomer, Dr. G. apprifed us, in a long letter, fof 
which he demanded a place, at full length, in the Review. Though 

swe did not think it proper wholly to comply with this demand, 
**¥et, in jullice to the Doétor’s charaéter, we rectified the miftake, 
in our ‘Augutt Review, by informing our Readers, that Dr. Con- 
der was the perfon seazt, in the cenfure here alluded to, and 
not Or. Gibbons. 

This amende hoacrable not fatisfying Dr. Gibbons, he has ex- 
panded his lester into a pamphlet, in which he, with peculiar 
geuercfity and candour, brings a railing accufation againft the Re: 
viewers; branding their ackNOWLEDGED and innocent miftake, 
with the name ot ‘A Charge, as falfe as Falfehood could’ make 
1t.’—DBut, as this may only be she Dodfor’s way, we fhall take 
mo farther notice of it. 

A general remark or two, however, having occurred to us, om 
this revival of the fubject, we fhall juft hint them, for the due 
confideration of the Doctor and his Brethren. 

I. As Dr. G. and Dr. C. had been applied to by the 
fame party, with refpest to the Northampton difpute; as they 
had confulted with fome of their brethren upon it; as the matter 
had been debated before an ailembly of them at Pinners-Hall, 
and they had formally given their opinion upon it; we cannot but 
think that a fabfequent letter +, addreffed to any one of them, 
was to be confidered as {ert :o all,—fince the writer might reafonably 





*T ntitied The pernice. us Effects of Religious Contention and Bigotry, &C 
t See Review, Fuly, p. o4, par. 4, 
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the contents would be immediately communicated.— 
That the letter was xot communicated, appears from the declara- 
tion of Dr. G. wherein he affirms, and we doubt not, very truly, 
that he knew not of the alreration of opinion * charged upon the 
entlemen of Pinners-Hall, till after the publication of the pamph- 
jet, This the Doctor could not have faid, had he feen the un 
anfwered letter fent to Dr. Conder, from Northampton, which 
expretsly mentions this alteration, and its cruel coniequences.— 
Dr. C.’s reafons for not communicating this letter, are beit known 
to himfelf; but his brethren, of the Pinners- Hall convocation, 
we apprehend, are not much obliged to him, on this account, 
as their characters may fufier from his mytterious condutt. 

i]. But while we rejoice to find that Dr. G. has not retracted 
his opinion, and that he condemns Mr. Hextal’s opponents, we 
cannot but obferve that the Doétor and lis correfpondent, Mr. 
King (with whom the report of the change of fentiment among 
the miniflers of Pinners-Hall appears to have originated), feem 
to differ, very much, in their account of a molt material faét, 
Mr. K. in his letter to Dr. G. (p. 14 of the Dotctor’s pamph- 
let) fays, that * he faw jcme of the minilters in the evening, 
after having feen them in the Pinners halleveflry, and that shey 
acknowiedged, that the affair appeared in a difierent light, &c.’ 

Now, Dr. G. fays, ‘ Mr. King afterwards gives me the names 
of the miuiilers chen prefent, and 1 am very pofitive, that but one of 
the three {for three only are mentioned) was prefent at the Pin- 
ners Hall meeting, though the number there mut have been 
little, if at all, thort of a dozcn +.’ 

Surely one of thefe evidences is grofsly miftaken in his tefti- 
mony! but we leave the Doctor and his correfpondent to recon- 
cile the fome with the one as well as they can: hoping, in the 
mean time, that a fimple Reviewing by-itander, who miftakes a 
Dr. C. fora Dr. G. will be deemed the lets ‘* reprehenfible,” from 
a candid confideration of human fallibility. 

lil. If the change, faid to have been wrought in the fentiments 
of the London miniiters, is mifreprefented in the Northampton 
pamphlet, as Mr. K. and another of Dr. G.’s friends declare ir 
is,—why did not thofe minifters (as the Minisrers of Truti) 
immediately undeceive the Public,—which they might have done, 
long before that pamphlet fell under our notice'—For us, we 
declare, that we knew nothing of the circumitances of the cafe, 
but as they appear in the pamphlet; from whence it occurred 
to our apprehenfion, that Mr. Hextal’s late congregation were made 
to believe, that aLL the miniiters wno heard the affair ftated at 
Pinners-hall, (where they declared themfelves in favour of couacili- 


fappofe, 





* See Review, Fuly, p.g}. par. a. 

t Whether divines are reckoned 1:2 to the dozen, or at 12, like 
Port-wine, we know not; but provided the divines, or the liquor, 
be fund and orthodox, we will not haggle aboutreither the odd bottle, 
or the odd Doctor. 

Rev, Jan. 1776. G atory 
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atory meafurcs) had changed their opinion ;—and the effec of Mr, 

King’s report ferved to ftrengthen this conclufion. ( 

We thall take leave of this edifjping fubje&t, by obferving, that, 
had Dr. G. and his friends ufed timely and effectual meafures 
to contradict the report of their having retracted an opinion which 
did them honour, inflead of being ‘ afperfed,’ they would have 
been applauded, as having acted a confiitent and confcientious part; 
but as they remained filent, if not acguiefent, we mult abide b 
eur opinion ; that they yet ftand, in fome degree, chargeable with 
duplicity of conduét. . . . 

Art. 27. The Doctrine of abfolute Submiffion difcuffed; or the 
natural Right claimed by fome Diffenters to difmifs their Mi- 
pilters at Pleafure expoied, as a Prattice produced by Prin- 
ciples of unreltrained Liberty, though contrary to the Dictates 
of Reafon and Revelation. By R. Robinfon, D. D. 8vo. 1s, 
Dilly. 1775. 

All the information, which this pamphlet contains, amounts only 
to this; that Dr. Robinfon, lately a diflenting miniiler at Dob- 
lane, in Lancafhire, has been difmiffed by the unanimous voice 
of his congregation; that he refufes to fubmit to the difmiffion, 
and ftill claims an annuity belonging to the place; that he is 
exceedingly angry with the fociety, and with the whole body of 
Diffenters ; and that he is a tolerable proficient in that fpecies 
of eloguence, which bas /o long been practifed with univerfal ap- 
plaufe in the purlieus of Billingfgate: concerning the true merits 
of the affair between the Doctor and his flock, nothing can be 
learned from this fnarling appeal to the Public, except that the 
temper which it difcovers, and the Doéctor’s former difmiffion from 
a diflenting fociety in Chefhire, may be conftrued into prefumptive 
es that the fociety at Dob-lane may poflibly have had 
fufficient caufe for their proceedings againit him. — pt 
Art. 28. Superabounding Grace, in the Forgivenefs of penitent 

Tranferefars, exemplified and vindicated. Being Diicourfes on the 

Parable of the Prodigal Son. In four Parts. And on the Wo- 

man countenanced by our Lord, in the Houle of Simon the 

Pharitee. By Lenjamin Wallin, M. A. 8vo. 35. fewed. 

Keith, &e. 1775. 

The whole number of thefe Sermons is thirteen, They are plain, 
pious, and practical;—in the Calviniitical ftrain. The Author’s 
aim appears to be, the advancement of religion, and confequently, 
the highcit intereit of his fellow-creatures: and we heartily concur 
with him in withing that every man might poffefs religious liberty, 
without any human controul; and that all wouid ufe his liberty with 
true Chriftian candour 
Art. 29. Confiderations on the prefent State of Chriftianity, and the 

Behaviour of Unbeliovers towards it: in a Series of Letters, tran- 

flated from the French of J. Roultan, Paftor of the Heivetic 

Church, London. 8vo. 28. 6d J aylor, &c. 1775. 

We are informed that this tracflation was made by a fond parent, 
to counter-plot the zeal of modern infidelity ; and put into the —— 
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ofa favourite child, juft entering into the gay world, where he was 

likely to ftand in need of fuch prefervatives as are to be found in 

thefe letters.” From hence, we are further told, it hath been applied 
to the fervice of other individuals; and at laft found its way to the 

Public, with the fame benevolent intentions. ‘The letters appear to 

be well adapted to anfwer the propofed end. 

Art. 20. Ihe Orthodox Diffenting Minifler’s Reafons for a farther 
Application to Parliament ; for Relief in the Matter of Subfcription 
tothe Articles of the Church of England. 12mo. 2d. Back- 
land. 1775. 

As this writer profeffes his firm belief of the doctrines generally 
reputed Orthodox, or Calviniltical, he does not therefore diflent 
from the Church of England on this account; ‘ for I am, fays he, 
as much a believer of them, as Mr, Romaine, or Mr. Madan, Mr. 
Toplady, or Mr, Venn ;’ yet, he adds, ‘lam obliged in duty to de- 
elare myfelf a ftrict advocate for applying to parliament, for re- 
lief from the obligation, which the law lays me, and other diffent- 


+ ing minifters under, of fubfcribing our aflent to the doétrinal part 


of the thirty-nine articles.’ ‘This declaration our Author fupports, 
in this little performance, with great ftrength of argument. Hrs 
zeal for orthodoxy is not of that kind which infringes on the 
candour and charity fo effential to the true fpirit of a Chriitian. 

Art. 31. Religious Correfpondence 5 or, the Difpenfation of divine 

Grace, vindicated from the Extremes of libertine and fanatical Prine 

ciples: ina Series of Letters to a Ludy. t2mo. 2 Volumes. 

6s. Hay. 1775. 

The doétrine of common fenfe, which has of late fo much en- 
gased the public attention, is here called in to fupport that fyitem 
of faith which is ufualtly termed orthodox. This fyflem, which the 
Writer ftyles “* The Do&rine of Grace in the Gofpel,”, he thinks 
may be referred to the good {fenfe of an intelligent perfon, with no 
lefs fuccefs than the truths of morality and natural religion; and he 
apprehends, that on this appeal, the evidence of its truth will amount 
to certainty. In fupport of this pofition, he exhibits at large his 
Opinions concerning the grace of the gofpel, the manner in which 
men receive this grace, and the doctrines of Chriflianity refpecting 
regeneration, converfion, fanStification, perfection, divine afliflance, 
aud final retribution; and this, not with the tedioufnels of argu- 
mentation ufual in polemical writings, but in a bold and nervous 
ftyle, by no means deititute of the graces of compofition. 

Having, in his own apprehenfion, fufficiently fhewn, from an 
appeal to the underflanding of the unbiaffed and candid, that his re- 
ligious fyitem is agreeable to common fenfe, and therefore certainly 
true; he proceeds by an eafy tranfition, to condemn the dotirines 
of thofe who are diftnguifhed by the appellation of free and rational 
divines, as favourable to libertinifm and infidelity, and to reprefent 
the propagators ofthem as deftitute of candour, ingenuity, and com- 
mon fenfe, and fecret enemies to Chriftianity. The chief icrce of 
this artillery is levelled, with much matignity, and with the mott 
manifeit injuftice, avainft Dr, Prieftley. His abilities in moral and 

G2 theological 
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theological refearches, are ftyled mean and contemptible; he jg 

charged with having attempted fubjects which he has not ftudied, 

and does not underfiand; and he ts called a fly but dangerous ag 
cate for the caule of jibert:nifm, who admits certain craths 3 in Our 
religion that he may undermine the reit 

It is curious to obferve the manner in which this Writer reafons, 

"He firft lays it down as a general polition, that no one who contra. 

dis the evidence of fimple perception can be an honeft man; he 

then takes it for granted, that his own tenets are primary truths, 
difcoverable by fimple perception ; and from thefe premifes he con. 
cludes, that ali who do not adopt his primary truths, are either 
knaves or fools, who ought to be exclude: d, by public authority, from 

- corcern in the education of youth, and "fubjeéied to fuch other 
eftriftions as will prevent the {pread of their dangerous opinions, 

Such eng ne r might have fuired the days of pious Q. Mary, and 

would have becom e the pea ofa holy Father of the Inguifition ; but 

cominon fente in this enlichtened age and country, teaches men a 

different leffon: ‘* Whatfoever ye would that men fhould do to you, 

do ye even fo to them.” 

Art. 32. Sacred Coa itrouerly 5 ; or, @ Defence of the Chriftian 
Faith, as it was once delivered to the Saints: in which the Objec- 
tions of Mr. Shrebiole to the Apoitles Doctrine of Chriii, and the 
Sufficiency of his Redemption, are fully anfwered. In this anfwer, 
John i. 1. and Heb. i. 6. relating to the Perfon and Worthip of 
Chrift, are particul: rly conficered and faithfully expounded ; and 
Jattly, the Doctrine of Chrift’s Atonement is fcripturally explained 
and infilicd on; wherein alfo we have attempted to fhew, that 
this fundamental Article of our Faith cannot be confiftently held 
and maintained by the common Trinitarian Hypothefis. By} R. 
Elliot. A.B. form merly of Bennet Colleze, Cambridge. 8vo. 15, 
Lewis, &c. 17746 
Having before expreffed our fentiments concerning this Writer's 

merit in the controverfy concerning the T rinity, it 1s Only neceflary 

to remark, that Scale who have perufed his other pieces on this fub- 
ject with fatisfatiion, will not be difappointed in this plain and judi- 
cious reply tothe bjections of Mr Shrubfol le. 

Art. 33. Zee Church-Adembers Dire€tory; or, a Gifpel Charch 
deferibed: wherein is contidered its Form, Founder, and Founda- 
tion. As ailfo, the Materials with which it is built; the Work 
and Service thereof; the Officers belonging to it; their Charac- 
ters, Qualifications, and Duties, In whom the Right of choofing 
them, and the Power of admitting Members is velted ; the Method 
of their Admiflion; and the Ground of Charch "Authority for 
mxcommunication. ‘To whichis added, a brief Review of the 
moral and relicious Obligations of Church Members. And a fhort 
Addrefs to all who hahaa entering on thati important Character. 
ey Archibald Bell) 12mo. 2s. E,. Johnfon, &c. 

he aubject of church difcipline and forms, has admitted of great 

deb: le among Chriilians, Except fome general directions, fuch a3 
fimplicity of wor!hip, charity, fubmifion to Chri alone in matters of 
faith 
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faith and confcience, &c. the fcriptures feem to have left this matter 
ifcretion, 
” nly before us, the contents of which are fo amply difplayed 
sn its title, relates to the Independent form of churches. There are in 
it, fenfible and ufeful obfervations. The Author, in One part, con- 
demns, by authority of fcripture, thofe minilters who preach the 
fermons of others, Jer. xxiii. 30. 1 am againft the prophets, faith the 
Lord, that freal my words every one from his neighbour, He appears 
to be a great admirer of Dr. Owen, from whom he makes a quotation 
for the fake of perfpicuity ; but we think his own exprefiions would 
have been more intelligible. The book is not ill written, and may 


be ufeful to thofe who prefer the independent churches to others. H 
° 


LA WwW. 

Ait. 34. An Account of the Arguments of Counfil, with the Opintons 
at large, of the Honcurabl: Mr. Fuftice Could, Mr. Juflice Af- 
hurft, and Mr. Baron Hotham. Upon the Queition at the Seflion 
at the Old-Bailey, on Saturday the 16th of September, 1775, 
whether Margaret Caroline Rudd ought to be tried. By Jofeph 
Gurney, 4to. 1s. 6d. Gurney, 

The nature and importance of this publication are very juflly 
fet forth by the Author as follows: 

‘The following publication treats upon a fubject of the utmof 
importance to fociety. It 1s extremely remarkable, that althougn 
the adminiftration of juftice, under the criminal jurifdiftion of 
this country, 1s fo materially affected by this article of the law, 
we do not find it confidered with precifion, or laid down with 
authority by any writer whatfoever. Indeed the late difference of 
opinion which prevailed amongit the learned and experienced 
judges, who prefided during the lait feffions at the Old-Bailey, fuf- 
ficiently demonftrates the neceflity of an enquiry into the nature and 
effect of admitting a perfonto become, what is vulgarly termed, 
King’s Evidence. 

‘That its caufes, and its confequences, fhould be communicated 
to mankind, and that, in a fivle intelligible to the loweft rank 
of people, muft be obvious to every one. On the one hand, dif- 
coveries neceflary to the detection of crimes, and to the conviction 
of offenders, frequently depend entirely upon this practice; and 
on the other, the fafety of the life of the difcoverer is derived 
from that alliftaence which he lends to the laws of his country, for 
the furtherance, and attainment of juitice. 

From what the learned jucyges have faid upon the fabjo4t, it will 
appear, that the common law dottrine of approvers, is now cbfoe 
lete. It was founded upon principles, and regulated by a pracefs, 
totally inconfilent with the religion and laws of this coantry, 
as they are now reformed and expjamed. The a:tempts the jevifla- 
ture has made from time to time, to induce dilcoveries, ans effect 
ree ineffectua!, Lecaufe, 
though under certain circumitances, they hold forth protection to the 
accomplice; there are very few perfons, and very few cafes, to which 
the feveral proviiions of thefe fiatutes are found to extend. 
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fure he makes, at this time of day, depends upon the conftru&ion 

and extent of that difcretionary power which is hourly exercifed 

by the magiftrates in every part of the kingdom, of which experi. 
ence proves the utility, and to which practice gives the fanction. 

‘ That the magiftrates may be apprifed upon what principles 
they are empowered, and under what circamftances they will be 
warranted, and in what degree they are enabled to afford indemnity 
to an accomplice, fhould no longer remain a matter of uncertainty, 
And the criminal himfelf ought to be thoroughly acquainted with 
the purpofes for, and the means by which, he, although guilty, is 
to efcape with impunity. 

‘ A publication therefore upon this fubje&, can alone deferve at. 
tention when it is free from prejudice, and confirmed by ap. 
thority. 

‘ The difcnflion of the topic by a writer merely, however learned 
or ingenicus, would be fuipected of partiality to a particular cafe 
or perion, and therefore would afford no fanction for gencral prac- 
tice, or future condutt. 

« To difclofe to the world, and particularly to magiftrates, what 
is the law, and what ought to be the practice, the editor commu- 
nicates to the public at large, he flatters himfelf with the greatef 
accuracy, what the learned judges delivered, as their refpective Opi- 
nions upon Mrs Rudd’s cafe.’ 

Art. 35. Law Objervations relating to the Cafe of Mrs. Rudd, 
By a Gentleman of the Inner-Temple. 8vo. 15. 6d. Bell. 
Yhe Author undertakes to prove, in oppofition to the opinion of 

lord Mansfield, &c. the legality of Mrs, Rudd’s admiffion by Juftice 

Fielding as an evidence for the crown and to eftablifh her title ex 

debito juftitie, to the royal pardon. He alfo, very juilly, analyfes the 

obfolete practice of approvement. 

Art. 36. The Cafe of Mrs. M.C. Rudd, from her firft Commit- 
ment, to her final Acquital at the Old Bailey. By a Barriiter at Law. 
8vo, 1s. 6d. Bew. : 

This detail will be of ufe to the gentleman who advertifed his de- 
fign of publifhing the Life of the zorified Mrs. Rudd. 

Art. 37. The Trial of Mrs. Rudd, Dec. 8, 1775. Elucidated 
by fuch Matter as never before tranfpired. By Mr. Bailey, Bar- 
ritterat Law. 4to. 6d. Bell. 

More materials for the abovementioned hiftorian. 

ScHOOL Books. 

Art. 38. 4 new compendious Grammar of the Greek Tongue, wherein 
the Elements of the Language are plainly and briefly comprifed in 
Englifh. For the Ufe of Schools and private Gentlemen, whe- 
ther they have been taught Latin or not. By W. Beil, A.B. 
yzmo. 18. Od. Murray. 1775. 

Works of this kind have been fo numerous, that one might al- 
mojt be ready to imagine, that any farther publications of the fame 
nature muft be wholly unneceffary; yet (with fubmiffion to what has 
been advanced on this fubje&t, by a fellow labourer in our vineyard) 
uz we examine inio elementary books, we find very few of them 

which 
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which anfwer every purpofe we could wifh, and that there is ftill 

room left for improvement. Befide, teachers derive fome advantage, 

both to themfeives and their pupils, from delineating things in their 
own way, and according to the order of their own ideas. 

The profeffed defign of Mr. Bell is, to remove the difliculty which 
is ufually experienced in acquiring the knowledge of the Greek 
language. With this view, he hath compiled the prefent treatife in 
as plain and eafy words as poflible, that the learner may be able to 
underftand it as faft as he reads, whether he has or has not been pre- 
vioufly taught the Latin tongue, Great care is taken io digelt the 
feveral parts of grammar in their proper order, and agreeable to the 
Latin grammars, that the {cholar, when he proceeds from the one 
language to the other, may go on with greater pleafure and advant- 
ace. ‘Ibe declenfion of nouns and verbs is exemplified with the 
Englifh annexed to the Greek. The charaéteriilic, augment, and 
formation of the tenfes are confidered feparately, and explained in 
a few concife rules for the fake of the memory. In the fyntax the 
Author has endeavoured to lay down rules for the conttruction of 
fentences, in as plain words as poffible; and, with regard to dia- 
lects, poetic licenfe, and profody, to comprife briefly whatever he 
could find taken notice of by the beft grammarians. 

In fhort, perfpicuity and concifenefs, without omitting any thing 
of real importance, has been Mr. Bell’s principal aim ; and he evi- 
dently appears to have fucceeded in this refpect, and to have exe- 
cated the work in general with fidelity, fkill, and judgment. 

Art. 39. 4 new compendious Grammar of the Latin Tongue : wherein 
the Elements of the Language are plainly and briefly comprifed in 

Englith, &c. for the Ufe of Schools and private Gentlemen. By 
W. Bell, A. B. 12mo. 1s. 6d. Murray, 1775. 

What has been faid of the preceding work may, with equal pro- 
priety and juftice, be applied to the prefent. The Author, who has 
been a teacher for many years, finding that the tedious grammars, 
ufually taught in fchools, greatly difcourage children in the progrefs 
of their education, and burden their memories, has drawn up this 
treatife, with a vew of removing that burdenfome tafk, and of ren- 
dering the grammatical part of the Latin tongue as plain and eafy to 
learners as poftible, without omitting any thing materially ufeful. 
The plan which he has followed, is that of Mr. Ruddiman’s Rudi- 
ments, carefully fupplying what is wanting therein, efpecially rules 
for the genders of nouns, the preterperfect tenfes of verbs, pro- 
fody &c. 

{t is fufficient to fay, that the execution of the plan is anfwerable 
tothe ends intended by it, and does credit to the compiler. 

Art. 49. The Royal Golden Inflruétor for Yeuth throughcut the 
Britifo Dominions. \n order to furnifh them with a complete Know- 
ledge of their Mother-language; being a copious déridoment of 
the Royal Univerfal Britifh Grammar and Vocabulary, &c. &c. 
By D. Farroe, M.D. 12mo. 1s. 6d. Rivington. 

{lowever commendable is the loyaliy of this Author, we could not 
tad without a fimile the Dedication (éy permijian) of his Golden 
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Inftru&cr to their Majelties ; and we are perfuaded, if their Majetties 
fhould read it, they will be a little diverted with their E/aborare Votaa 
ry, as he terms himfelf.—‘ Granting, fays he in the conclufion, 
moft gracious Sovereigns, your royal pardon to the Author, for 
affuming (though fincere) his weak ideas of the immenfe fund of your 
royal innate hereditary virtues; and permit him ever faithfully to 
fubfcribe in filial obedience, &c. &c.’ 

This writer’s apology for his abridgment is, ‘ that it is reduced to 
half the price of the former, for the benefit of the poor, and for en- 
couragement: of allowing this only method of teaching in all charity- 
{chools; that it is compiled in a new mode, and comprifed to anfwer 
multum in parvo; and if poflible better adapted for the ufe of an in. 
fant.’ Dr. Farroe, accordingly, in a particular manner, addrefles 
himfelf to all governors, truitees, &c. of charity-{chools, that they 
would ‘ admit his Grammar into their nurferies of learning.’ 

Thata man fhould ever think of troubling poor children, and chae 
rity children, with all his rules and obfervations about words, names,, 
tripthongs, derivations, qualities, &c. &c.! Whatever may be this 


e/aborate man’s defign, he is furely a little wrong- headed. H 
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S ERM ON 6&. 

I. Before the Incorporated Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel in 
foreign Farts; at their Anniverfary Meeting in the Church of St. 
Mary le Bow, February 17, 1775. By the Bifhop of Llandaff. 
Svo. 1s. Harrifon and Co. 
To this good Sermon is added, an abftract of the charter, and pro- 

ceedings of the fociety. [t appears that the benefattions, Xc. for the 

year 1774, amount to the fum of 25391]. 8s, 6d. 


Il. The DoBtrine of Faith and good Works, ftated and explained, at an 
annual Commemoration of Mr. Weit’s Charity, on St. ‘Thomas's 
Day, 1774, in the Parith Church of St. Giles, Reading, Berks. 
By John Halward, A.M. late Curate of the faid Parith, and Fel- 
low of Worcelter Coll. Oxon. 6d. Vallance and Simmons, 
Cheapfide. 





CORRESPONDENCE, 
HE favour of Canpipus is acknowledged.—There are two 
different {chemes now on foot, for accomplifhing what he re- 
commends to the ‘ Editor’ of the M. R; who, however, has no 
concern in thofe undertakings. Should either of them be executed, 
it is apprehended the purpofe mentioned by Canpipvus will be an- 
fwered, 




















et 


